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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Marilyn E. Allison
•Betty J. Cook
•Edward Wallace Crook Jr.
•Mary “Carrie” Dodge
•Sean A. Dutcher
•Evelyn L. Falk

•William A. Haines
•Linda Lou Hoof
•Edward C. Leahy
•Deanne Mauch
•Robert L. Mayfield
•Anthony D. Pavlatos

•Marianne Peterson
•Thomas William Schneider
•Mary Agnes Turner
•Rollin “Rollie” Wescott
•Phyllis M. Williams
•Susan Jo Wilson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 32  

Sunny 
and cooler

More on 7A

Caravan continues
Trump says U.S. will halt 

aid to countries he claims 

failed to stop migrants 

headed for the border. 

Page 6B

Bucks win
Milwaukee 

downs New 

York, 124-113, to 

improve to 3-0. 

Page 1B

By Carla K. Johnson and Nicky Forster

Associated Press

With Republicans and Demo-
crats joining forces again in a bi-
partisan effort to target the U.S. 
opioid crisis, an Associated Press 
analysis of the first wave of emer-
gency money from Congress finds 
that states are taking very different 
approaches to spending it.

To a large extent, the differences 
depend on whether states partic-
ipated in one of the most divisive 
issues in recent American poli-
tics: the health overhaul known 
as “Obamacare.”

The AP analysis found states 

that expanded Medicaid under 

President Barack Obama’s health 

overhaul reported spending their 

allocations more slowly than states 

that didn’t expand the health in-

surance program to poor, childless 

adults.

Why? In states that expanded 

Medicaid, the insurance program 

already covers addiction treat-

ment for nearly everyone who is 

poor and needs it.

Medicaid allows states to go 

beyond the basics with the grant 

money, while non-expansion 

states—including Wisconsin—

have to fill in for basic needs with 

fewer dollars, said Brendan Sa-

loner, an addiction researcher at 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 

of Public Health. In effect, Medic-

aid expansion states had a running 

start on the opioid crisis, while 

states without the extra Medicaid 

funding hastened to catch up.

“Non-expansion states are deal-

ing with populations more likely 

to be uninsured and more likely to 

need coverage for addiction treat-

ment,” Saloner said. In contrast, 

states with Medicaid expansion 

can use the grants to create new 

infrastructure, “asking providers 

to take risks by investing in new 

personnel, new systems and new 

ways of doing things,” Saloner 

said. “The puzzle is how to keep 

momentum going after the funds 

are gone.”

The Medicaid insurance ex-

pansion gives states a head start 

because they have “a coordinated, 

reliable and consistent source of 

coverage” for a demographic group 

hit hard by addiction, said Trish 

Riley, executive director of the Na-

tional Academy for State Health 

Policy. “It’s not grant funded. It’s 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School 

Board approved a 2018-19 

budget Monday night that 

will allow the district to tax 

residents at a lower rate and 

spend more than it did last 

year.

The board approved 

the budget unanimously. 

No members of the public 

commented.

The 2018-19 budget to-

tals $42.85 million, a 6.05 

percent increase from last 

year, according to data pro-

vided by the school district.

Property taxes will pay 

for less of the district’s 

budget this year with a tax 

levy of $14.66 million, a 0.74 

percent decrease from last 

year’s levy.

The tax levy translates 

to a tax rate of $7.81 per 

$1,000 of equalized valua-

tion, down 60 cents from 

last year’s $8.41 tax rate.

The district has one 

of the lowest tax rates for 

school districts in Rock 

County, director of admin-

istrative operations Jerry 

Schuetz said.

Data from the state De-

partment of Instruction 

show Milton had the lowest 

tax rate of school districts 

in Rock County in 2017-18.

The Parkview School 

District in Orfordville was 

the highest in the coun-

ty last year at $12.23 per 

$1,000 of equalized value. 

The Janesville School Dis-

trict was the second lowest 

at $8.69.

An increase in state aid 

and shrinking debt service 

payments allowed the dis-

trict to increase services 

without increasing the tax 

burden, Schuetz said.

The district received 

$21.14 million in general 

state aid, down 0.57 percent 

from $21.26 million last 

year, but that represents an 

increase in per-pupil aid. In 

its enrollment count on the 

third Friday of September, 

the district reported having 

27 more students for 2018-

19 over the previous year.

The state Department 

of Justice also granted the 

district two school safety 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A worker from Fischer Excavating sprays water to knock down dust Monday while another worker uses an excavator to tear down the southeast corner 
of the former Mercy Options building at 20 E. Court St. in Janesville. Demolition of the building should be completed by the end of the year. City officials 
previously told The Gazette the site would indefinitely become green space with the possibility of future development.

Demolition begins on former Mercy Options building in Janesville

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The teen who jumped 

out a second-story window 
at the Rock County Sheriff ’s 
Office last week was held on 
a $15,000 cash bond Mon-
day as sheriff ’s officials 
worked to increase security 
in their offices.

Quantrell D. Schwart-
zlow, 17, of 312 Mowe St., 
Orfordville, is charged 
with escape in the incident 
Thursday.

Schwartzlow was hand-
cuffed in 
front but 
was able to 
open the 
w i n d o w 
and dive 
out head-
first, Sher-
iff Robert 
S p o d e n 
said Mon-

day.
“It looked like he was 

someone who was diving 
into a pool. He is very for-
tunate he didn’t hurt him-
self by breaking his neck or 
something like that,” said 
Spoden, who watched sur-
veillance video of the event.

Spoden said the video 
doesn’t show Schwartzlow 
hitting the ground, but it 
does show him running to 
the west and then south on 
Highway 51 toward Janes-
ville at about 12:20 p.m.

He was captured more 
than three hours later at 

Associated Press analysis shows ‘Obamacare’ plays role in shaping opioid grant spending

A step ahead or catch-up?

Turn to GRANTS on Page 8A

Sheriff’s 
office 

to install 
security 
screens

Schwartzlow

 Æ Move comes after teen 
tried to escape with leap 
from 2nd-story window

Turn to SCREENS on Page 7A

Spend more, tax less: Milton School Board OKs 2018-19 budget

Turn to MILTON on Page 8A
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