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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Rosalie M. Anderson
•Douglas A. Buhmeyer Sr.
•Mary Lou Churchill
•Scott “Devo” Devine
•Mark L. Hirschfield

•William C. McLellan
•Dawn Alice Royce
•Jean Ann Stowell
•Richard M. Streuly
•Robert Scott Stuhr Sr.

•Leon W. Waite
•Charlene A. Welch
•Barry Edmund Wescott
•John R. “Jack” Zellner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 43  

Mostly cloudy,  
a shower; cooler

More on 7A

Janesville high schools modify schedules
Starting Oct. 7, students will attend Craig and Parker high  

schools in person on an alternating ‘A/B schedule.’ Page 3A

Ready for a fight
President Donald Trump expects a contentious confirmation process 

for Amy Coney Barrett, his latest Supreme Court nominee. Page 6B

Packers snag a road win
Allen Lazard had six catches for 146 yards 

and a touchdown as Green Bay 

moved to 3-0 with a 37-30 win 

over New Orleans. Page 1B
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JANESVILLE

A
s leaves spun down 
like blazing yellow 
confetti from the 
honey locust trees 

in the terrace of Uptown 

Janesville, six men unfolded 

Green Bay Packers lawn 

chairs under a cloudless Fri-

day morning sky.

The men, most in their 

golden 80s, one just turned 

90, sat under the crumbly 

awning of the mall’s former 

JCPenney store. In unison, 

they uncorked Thermoses of 

hot coffee, sending the smell 

of java into the 65-degree air.

The bright colors of the 

men’s standard-issue satin 

windbreakers and ball caps 

were reflected in the glass 

entry of the empty Penney’s, 

now marked in white adhe-

sive lettering as “Building E.”

The men make up one 

of several groups of mainly 

middle-aged and elderly 

men who have begun to 

meet and socialize in retail 

parking lots on Janesville’s 

northeast side. Residents 

say they’ve recently noticed 

small groups who meet daily 

for coffee klatsches. The 

meetings are conspicuous 

because each man brings his 

own lawn chair.

The lawn chair clubs 

(if that’s what the groups 

can be called) seem to have 

developed organically—an 

outdoor, socially distanced 

reaction to months of isola-

tion during the COVID-19 

pandemic.

George Brunner, a retired 

Janesville police chief and 

one of the sentinels who 

hangs Fridays at the old 

Pull up  
a chair

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Top: A group of retirees hang out under the awning of the former 
JCPenney at Uptown Janesville, formerly the Janesville Mall, on Fri-
day morning. After months of isolation during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, some people have begun gathering with friends in the park-
ing lots of restaurants and retail spots in socially distanced lawn 
chairs. Above: George Brunner smiles during a conversation with 
friends at the mall. Below: Wilson Leong chats with friends in a 
socially distanced circle as they meet Friday morning at Kiwanis 
Park in Janesville. ‘We’re solving the world’s problems, as you can 
see,’ he said.

JANESVILLE

T
roy Falconer recently had the tips 
of two toes removed because of an 
infection.

The surgery didn’t 
slow him down for long.

Soon, the 49-year-old 
Janesville man was back 
on his recumbent trike 
pedaling for a cause.

Falconer has a pas-
sion for animals, espe-
cially dogs.

Last month, he 
began a 500-mile chal-
lenge to raise money for 
the Humane Society of 
Southern Wisconsin.

The challenge ends Sept. 30.
“If I don’t make it by the time limit,” 

Falconer said, “I will feel guilty and keep 
right on going anyway.”

Janesville man 
pedaling to help 
humane society
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Groups of friends take to gathering  
outside to maintain social connections

By Neil Johnson • njohnson@gazettextra.com

 Æ He hopes his rides can generate 
donations for Rock County animals

Turn to CAUSE on Page 7ATurn to CHAIR on Page 7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County Sheriff Troy Knudson 

said a county board decision to lower 

the fine for possession of marijuana to 

$1 will have little effect on how deputies 

do their jobs.

The Rock County Board on Thursday 

voted unanimously to reduce the fine for 

possession of an ounce of THC to $1.

With mandatory court costs, that 

comes to $114.50.

The previous fine for a marijuana 

ticket was $150 plus court costs in most 

cases.

The ordinance affects only those cited 

County 
cuts fine  
for pot

Penalty for having an ounce 
or less slashed to just $1

Turn to FINE on Page 6A

Plus, despite 
losing Sunday, 
the Brewers 
are back in the 
MLB playoffs.
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