
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 • Our 173rd year • $1.50

Classified . . . . . .7B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .4B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . .6B-7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .8A

©2019 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Cynthia Luger Conroy
•Michael J. Getchell
•Arturo Luis Gomez
•Peter Hiemstra Jr.

•Kathleen F. Hume
•Jon “Jerry” O’Leary
•Carol A. Oswald
•Oswald J. Rhyner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 28 | Low 5  
A bit of morning 

snow; cloudy
More on 7A

Brodhead cruises
Sophomore Connor Green scores 

28 points to send Brodhead 

past Montello in a WIAA 

regional quarterfinal game 

Tuesday night. Page 1B

Winter’s wrath
Slippery sidewalks, 

cold weather sending 

more people to seek 

treatment this winter, 

doctor says. Page 7A

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers will propose in his state 

budget a way to draw legislative boundar-

ies in a way that favors neither political 

party.

The move would put election maps in 

the hands of a nonpartisan state agency 

instead of with Republicans who control 

the Legislature and drew the state’s cur-

rent legislative boundaries that are being 

challenged in federal court.

“The people should get to choose their 

elected officials, not the other way around,” 

Evers said in a statement. “By creating a 

nonpartisan redistricting commission in 

Wisconsin, we’re making sure that when 

we’re redrawing district maps in 2021, 

we’re putting people before politics.”

But Republican lawmakers are sure to 

block the proposal that is the latest in a 

series of measures revealed before Evers 

releases the entirety of his first state bud-

get Thursday.

In a case that has reached the U.S. 

Supreme Court, Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald and Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos are defending the state’s elec-

tion maps that favor keeping Republicans 

in power.

A panel of judges in 2016 ruled 2-1 that 

Wisconsin’s maps violated Democrats’ 

voting rights because they were so heav-

ily tipped in Republicans’ favor. The U.S. 

Supreme Court in 2016 found that those 

who brought the case didn’t have legal 

standing to sue and sent the case back to 

the lower court.

A new trial is scheduled for July.

Under Evers’ proposal, the maps would 

Evers plans redistricting overhaul
His budget proposal will include creation of an independent commission to map legislative districts

Turn to MAPS on Page 6A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Stainless-steel security 

screens have been installed 

over the windows in two in-

terview rooms at the Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office after 

a suspect jumped out of one 

of them to escape last fall.

The sheriff ’s office has 

released videos of the inci-

dent in response to a Gazette 

request under the state open 

records law.

The windows previ-

ously had regular home-

style screens that could be 

pushed out, said Capt. Todd 

Christiansen of the detec-

tive bureau.

The video shows a male 

diving through the window 

soon after a detective es-

corts him into the room. A 

second camera picks him up 

sprinting across the lawn.

About 13 minutes later, 

the detective returns to find 

the room empty and utters 

an exclamation.

Christiansen declined to 

identify the detective.

Christiansen said de-

tectives have used two in-

terview rooms since the 

sheriff ’s office moved from 

downtown Janesville in the 

late 1980s, 

and the win-

dows’ secu-

rity was nev-

er upgraded 

until now.

The in-

cident also 

underwent 

an admin-

istrative re-

view, and only the windows 

were found at fault, not the 

procedures, Christiansen 

said. No one was disciplined.

Q u a n t r e l l  D . 

Schwartzlow, 17, of 312 Mowe 

St., Orfordville, was charged 

with escape in the incident. 

He has pleaded not guilty, 

and his case is pending in 

Sheriff’s office  
releases footage  

of leap out window

Submitted photo
A person dives out a window at the Rock County Sheriff’s 
Office last fall in a still image taken from video provided by the 
sheriff’s office. To watch the video, go to gazettextra.com/
multimedia.

Schwartzlow

Security screens 
added to windows  
at county building

Turn to LEAP on Page 6ABy Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School District be-

lieves a new approach to solving 

facility concerns—making addi-

tions to six of the district’s seven 

buildings instead of building a new 

high school—could convince the 

public to approve a referendum on 

the district’s third attempt to do so 

since 2016.

The district hosted an open house 

Tuesday night to answer questions 

from community members about 

the $59.9 million facilities referen-

dum.

Representatives from each of 

the district’s seven schools, district 

staff, Bray Architects and JP Cullen 

were available to answer questions 

following a brief presentation. 

About 75 people were in attendance.
Community members at re-

cent school board meetings have 
expressed strong opinions both 
for and against the referendum. 
Tuesday night’s crowd showed there 
are some people who are still on the 
fence about how they will vote.

Emily Kerl, a retiree and dis-
trict resident, said she welcomed 
the opportunity to ask district staff 

questions about the referendum 

one-on-one. She also said the new 

plan to renovate several school 

buildings made more sense than 

building a high school.

Kerl has an 11-year-old grandson 

who attends Northside Intermediate 

School. Her grandson has special 

needs, and she was pleased to hear 

Doing referendum research

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Superintendent Tim Schigur shows Milton resident Emily Kerl a rendering of the Milton High School pool design at 
Harmony Elementary School in Janesville on Tuesday.

WHAT’S IN THE REFERENDUM?
The referendum calls for addi-

tions and renovations to nearly every 
district school; additions to the high 
school’s technical education areas, 
STEM classrooms and gymnasium; 
a new high school pool; and district 
maintenance.

Additional projects mentioned 
during Tuesday night’s open house 
included:

 �A secure entrance at 
Consolidated Elementary School.

 �Americans With Disabilities 
Act improvements at six of the seven 
schools. 

 � Four new classrooms at 

Harmony Elementary School.
 �Art and music classroom addi-

tions at East Elementary School to 
eliminate teaching in the basement.

 � Expanding the cafeterias at 
East Elementary, West Elementary 
and Milton Middle schools to allow for 
more than one class per lunch period.

 �Additional classrooms at West 
Elementary School.

 � Four new science classrooms at 
Milton Middle School. 

 �New band/choir rooms at the 
middle and high schools. 

 �A new special education wing at 
the middle school.

Milton School District 
hosts open house  

for inquiring residents

Turn to LESSONS on Page 7A

t Brodhead’s Dawson McGinty
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