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Jury convicts him  
on other lesser charges

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

A Whitewater man is not guilty of 

reckless homicide following another 

man’s drug overdose death in 2017, a 

Walworth County jury decided Thurs-

day.

The jury convicted him of other, less 

serious charges.

Jeremy D. Meyer, 

37, of 424 Pleasant St., 

faced charges after 

the suspected fen-

tanyl overdose death of 

Joshua R. Syck on Sept. 

2, 2017. Syck’s girlfriend 

and Meyer found Syck 

dead on the UW-White-

water campus.

On the trial’s fourth 

day, the jury of six 

women and six men 

heard closing argu-

ments and deliber-

ated for about 2½ 

hours before deciding 

to acquit Meyer on the 

most serious charge he 

faced—party to first-degree reckless 

homicide by delivering drugs.

The jury decided to find Meyer guilty 

of a lesser offense—delivering heroin. 

They also convicted Meyer of theft from 

a corpse and possession of drug para-

phernalia.

Although Meyer was not convicted 

of the most serious charge, Judge Phil-

lip Koss ordered him into custody until 

his sentencing in September.

Meyer has made all of his court 

appearances, is participating in family 

drug court, has placement of his chil-

dren and has a “good-paying job,” said 

one of his lawyers, Jason Sanders.

Wiedenfeld, as he did with his 

Man found 
not guilty 

of reckless 
homicide

Meyer

Syck

Debate flares up after raucous 
Trump rally in North Carolina

By Steve Peoples, Errin Haines Whack  

and Kathleen Ronayne 

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES
Joe Biden was at a soul food restau-

rant in Los Angeles on Thursday when he 
blasted President Donald Trump’s “racist” 
taunts at a rally the night before.

“This is about dividing the country,” 
the early Democratic front-runner, who 
has been criticized for his own handling 
of race, told reporters. “This is about divid-
ing and raising the issue of racism across 
the country because that’s his base, that’s 
what he’s pushing.”

But Michael Fisher, an African Amer-
ican pastor from Compton who attended 
the event, warned Democrats to ignore 
Trump.

“They should absolutely not respond to 
ignorance,” Fischer said. “They should stay 
focused on the issues.”

That tension previews the uncomfort-

able balancing act Democrats will face in 

the nearly 16 months before Election Day. 

Trump’s escalating exploitation of racism 

puts the rawest divide in American life 

squarely on the ballot in 2020. Democrats 

are united in condemning his words and 

actions, but the question of how to counter 

Democrats split on how—or whether—to engage with racist rhetoric

This is about dividing the country. This is about dividing and raising the issue of racism 

across the country because that’s his base, that’s what he’s pushing.

Former Vice President Joe Biden on President Donald Trump’s recent rhetoric

“ ”

World War II veterans take off 
in classic plane over Janesville

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

B
rothers Glenn and Ken Boyd flew together out 
of India during World War II, delivering sup-
plies to the famed Merrill’s Marauders on the 
front lines in Burma.

“If you couldn’t find them in the jungle, they went 

hungry,” Glenn recalled. “Sometimes we didn’t find them 

for a week.”

After a while, Ken decided they should not be flying 

into danger together.

“It would not have been good for Ma,” Glenn said 

Thursday after the brothers flew together once again on 

a B-24 Liberator over the Janesville area.

Thursday, they sat side by side on a B-24, the first 

time in more than seven decades, at the Southern Wis-

consin Regional Airport in Janesville.

A reporter tapped a knuckle on the aircraft’s thin 

metal skin. The sound told them they were flying in a tin 

can.

The brothers watched, smiled and nodded knowingly.

The engines roared as the plane sped down the 

runway, making talking impossible. As the plane lifted 

off the ground, the brothers smiled.

The reporter sitting across from them clutched his 

seat as the plane bobbed up and down. His gut stayed 

queasy throughout the 20-minute flight.

“Airplanes always make me happy,” Ken said later.

Glenn was able to get out of his seat during the flight, 

with help as the plane wobbled and bobbed, requiring a 

firm handhold at all times.
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In the air again
Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

World War II veteran Burly Brellenthin leans on the B-24 Liberator before boarding Thursday at the Southern Wisconsin 
Regional Airport in Janesville.

Five World War II veterans rode in this B-24 Liberator on Thursday at 
the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport in Janesville.

Turn to PLANE on Page 7A

33 killed in anime studio fire in Kyoto
An alleged arsonist, shouting ‘You die!’ spread accelerant 

through an office building to fuel a deadly fire Thursday. Page 6B

4-H Fair carcass contest judged
Judges scrutinize 

livestock carcasses 

of animals raised 

by  Rock County 

4-H’ers. Page 3A
What does Jimmy Graham have left?
The Packers signed the veteran tight end in 2018, and the team 

will need more production from him this season. Page 1B
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