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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Cory Brown
•Donna Rena Brown
•Joseph F. Cleaton

•Joyce P. Deichsel
•Wilma Lee Eichman
•David William Kallenbach

•Alvin “Al” Meisel
•Emma Amelia Sainsbury

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 50 | Low 31  
Windy; a morning 

shower or two
More on 7A

From downtown
Early success from 

beyond the 3-point 

line has the Milwaukee 

Bucks firing away with 

confidence. Page 1B

It’s Election Day
Polls will be open from  

7 a.m. to 8 p.m. today 

with winners being  

decided in both state 

and national races.

By Patrick Marley, Bill Glauber 

and Natalie Brophy

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Scott Walker and Tony 

Evers finished their cam-

paigns for governor the 

way they started them, 

with Walker focused on the 

economy and keeping taxes 

down and Evers talking up 

the need to protect health 

care coverage and provide 

more funding for schools 

and roads.

Evers, the state schools 

superintendent, made his 

final pitch Monday in a 

swing through southern 

Wisconsin as the two-term 

governor 

flew across 

the state 

for stops in 

La Crosse, 

Eau Claire, 

Schofield 

and De 

Pere. His  

t r a v e l s 

ended with 

a nighttime 

rally in the 

Republican 

stronghold 

of Wauke-

sha.

In the 

state’s oth-

er top-tier 

race, Democratic U.S. Sen. 

Tammy Baldwin and Re-

publican challenger Leah 

Vukmir made their cases.

Vukmir emphasized 

her support for President 

Donald Trump and his 

bid to build a wall on the 

border with Mexico. Bald-

win stressed health care, 

a consistent theme of her 

re-election campaign.

At a stop at Beloit Col-

lege, Evers declared him-

self a pragmatist commit-

ted to getting things done 

and contrasted himself 

with Walker, who launched 

a presidential campaign 

shortly after his 2014 

By Steve Peoples

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The day of reckoning 

for American politics has 
arrived.

Today, voters will de-
cide the $5 billion debate 
between President Donald 
Trump’s take-no-prisoner 
politics and the Democrat-
ic Party’s super-charged 
campaign to end the GOP’s 
hold on power in Washing-
ton and statehouses across 
the nation.

There are indications 
that a modest “blue wave” 
of support might help 
Democrats seize control 

of at least one chamber of 
Congress. But two years af-
ter an election that proved 
polls and prognosticators 

wrong, nothing is cer-

tain on the eve of the 

Will GOP power stay or sway?
Dems’ hopes high for taking house, but nothing certain Governor, Senate candidates make their final pitches

 Æ Could end up as only 
debt-free county in state

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
Walworth County has 

positioned itself as perhaps 
the only debt-free county in 
Wisconsin, and county offi-
cials said Monday they like-
ly will stave off borrowing 
until at least 2021.

In the 2019 budget, all of 
the county’s capital fund-
ing will come from the tax 
levy and fund balance. The 
Walworth County Board 
approved the 2019 budget 
Monday, and the county 
isn’t forecasting borrowing 
for capital projects for at 
least another two years.

The 2018 budget saw a 
hike in spending for a $24 
million health and human 
services building and $9.1 
million to pay off debt. 
It was noticeably higher 
spending than the last sev-
eral years, and the 2019 
budget drops expenditures 
by nearly 25 percent—or 
about $49 million.

Numbers from the state 
show every Wisconsin 
county had some debt in 
2016, the most recent year 
for which numbers were 
available.

Jason Stein, research 
director at Wisconsin Pol-
icy Forum, said Walworth 
County had a per-capita 
debt of $62 in 2016. That 
was the third-lowest among 
the state’s 72 counties, Stein 
said.

Dale Knapp, director of 

research at the Wisconsin 

Counties Association, said 

a local government being 

debt-free is unusual in part 

because of state-imposed 

levy limits. Because the 

state limits how much gov-

ernments can collect from 

property taxes, the only way 

municipalities, counties 

and school districts may ex-

ceed their state-mandated 

taxing limit is by asking vot-

ers through referendum.

Knapp said new devel-

opment in counties also 

has been sluggish since 

the Great Recession. Most 

counties have seen their 

property values rise by 1.5 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Before snow flies, the 

state Department of Trans-

portation hopes to finish 

work on a stretch of Inter-

state 90/39 south of Janes-

ville that’s been under con-

struction since spring.

If weather cooperates, 

traffic going north will get 

to test three new Interstate 

lanes poured this summer 

in the 7-mile stretch be-

tween Shopiere and Ava-

lon roads, DOT project 

managers said.

The DOT would shut 

down the temporary lane 

switchover that for months 

has put northbound mo-

torists just a few feet away 

from southbound traffic 

separated by a concrete 

barrier.

As of Monday, the lane 

switchover remained in 

place between Avalon and 

Shopiere roads. Crews were 

working on shoulders and 

to tie new lanes into not-

yet-finished areas, mainly 

around interchanges.

A few weeks ago, the 

DOT closed down part of 

the switchover and opened 

a stretch of new north-

bound lanes through Janes-

ville. As winter weather 

descends, the DOT wants 

to have traffic from Beloit 

to Janesville running in a 

regular pattern rather than 

winding onto temporary 

construction lanes that 

have operated this year, 

said Rich Cannon, a DOT 

project supervisor for the 

I-90/39 expansion.

Kim Schauder, a DOT 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Three freshly poured lanes of Interstate 90/39 between Beloit and Janesville aren’t quite ready for use. Officials hope the 
lanes will be ready by winter.

Associated Press
President Donald Trump acknowledges the crowd as he 
leaves a rally Sunday in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Interstate work marches into winter

WALWORTH COUNTY 

2019 BUDGET

Total budget
This year (2018): 

$205.59 million.
Next year (2019): 

$156.66 million.
Decrease: 23.8 

percent.

Tax levy
This year: $60.59 

million.
Next year: $58.90 

million.
Decrease: 2.8 

percent.

Tax rate
(Per $1,000 of equal-

ized valuation)
This year: $4.34.
Next year: $4.02.
Decrease: 7.3 

percent.

Walworth County 
OKs 2019 budget

Turn to WALWORTH on Page 8A

A worker removes drainage pipe from a spool along the 
northbound lanes of Interstate 90/39 south of Janesville. 
Crews are working to cap off about 12 miles of new north-
bound lanes between Janesville and Beloit. The state De-
partment of Transportation hopes to ready the new lanes 
for use by winter.

Turn to EXPANSION on Page 6A

Turn to NATIONAL on Page 7A Turn to STATE on Page 7A

Walker

Evers

Tensions remain
Janesville police, fire 

union leaders claim 

benefits of new contract 

don’t outweigh the 

negatives. Page 3A
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