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Sondland testifies 
quid pro quo  

scenario did exist
By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare  

Jalonick and Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Ambassador Gordon Sond-

land declared to impeachment 

investigators Wednesday that 

President Donald Trump and 

his lawyer Rudy Giuliani 

explicitly sought a “quid pro 

quo” with Ukraine, trying to 

leverage an Oval Office visit 

for political investigations of 

Democrats. But he also came 

to believe the trade involved 

much more.

Besides the U.S. offer of a 

coveted meeting at the White 

House, Sondland testified it 

was his understanding the 

president was holding up 

nearly $400 million in mili-

tary aid, which Ukraine badly 

needed to contend with an 

aggressive Russia on its bor-

der, in exchange for the coun-

try’s announcement of the 

investigations.

Sondland conceded that 

Trump never told him directly 

the security assistance was 

blocked for the probes, a gap 

in his account that Repub-

licans and the White House 

seized on as evidence the 

president did nothing wrong. 

But the ambassador said his 

dealings with Giuliani, as well 

as administration officials, 

left him with the clear under-

standing of what was at stake.

“Was there a ‘quid pro 

quo?’” Sondland testified 

in opening remarks. “With 

regard to the requested White 

House call and White House 

meeting, the answer is yes.”

The rest, he said, was obvi-

ous: “Two plus two equals 

four.”

Later Wednesday, another 

witness undercut a main 

Republican argument—that 

Ukraine didn’t even realize 

the money was being held up. 

The Defense Department’s 

Laura Cooper testified that 

Ukrainian officials started 

asking about it on July 25, 

which was the day of Trump’s 

phone call with the country’s 

new president when he first 

asked for a “favor.”

Sondland, the ambassador 

to the European Union and a 

Ukraine scheme 
‘was no secret,’ 

witness says

Associated Press
Gordon Sondland, the U.S. ambassador to the European Union, 
gives his opening statement as he testifies before the House Intel-
ligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on Wednesday 
during a public impeachment hearing of President Donald Trump.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A former Rock County sheriff ’s 

deputy pleaded guilty Wednesday 

to domestic abuse charges in Rock 

County Court, but his sentence will 

run concurrent to one he is already 

serving in a related case.

Judge John Wood sentenced 

Keegan J. Kelly, 27, of 3506 La Man-

cha Drive, Janesville, to two years 

of probation on charges of crimi-

nal damage to property and dis-

orderly conduct. A battery charge 

was dismissed.

By law, the sentence must run 

concurrent to one he received 

after a previous conviction in Sauk 

County, also on domestic violence 

charges involving the same victim 

in a Feb. 12 incident.

The Rock County sentence 

carries an extra requirement: 

long-term domestic violence 

counseling.

Kelly was convicted Aug. 5 in 

Sauk County of three misdemean-

ors: battery, intimidation of a vic-

tim and disorderly conduct for 

assaulting the woman in a hotel 

room. He was sentenced in that 

case to three years probation and 

90 days in jail.

A felony count of strangulation/

suffocation as domestic abuse was 

held open for four years. If he suc-

cessfully completes the probation 

plus an additional year, the felony 

Former sheriff’s deputy pleads guilty, 
gets concurrent probation sentence

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Former Rock County sheriff’s deputy Keegan Kelly appears in court with his attorney, Jack Hoag, for his sentenc-
ing Wednesday at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville School District vot-

ers might see a building mainte-

nance referendum on the ballot in 

November 2020.

At a Wednesday meeting of the 

Janesville School 

Board Finance 

Committee, Super-

intendent Steve 

Pophal and Chief 

Financial Officer 

Dan McCrea pre-

sented a draft time-

line for a Novem-

ber 2020 referen-

dum to cover an 

unspecified amount of mainte-

nance to district buildings.

The need for a referendum 

has not been discussed by the full 

board, but the topic has come up 

during discussions over main-

tenance issues and other school 

needs, Pophal said in an interview 

after the meeting.

At a school board meeting in 

May, board member Kevin Murray 

warned the district might have to 

go to referendum to cover its main-

tenance needs. At issue then—and 

now—is a report from Unesco, a 

Madison-based management firm, 

that outlined needs ranging from 

replacement of aging boilers to 

asbestos abatement.

Of the $120.43 million in proj-

ects, an estimated $77.84 million 

worth of items are in the “alert” 

or “alarm” categories, according to 

the firm’s report.

For the past several years, the 

board has been whittling away at 

the projects, doing as many as it 

could afford each year.

The projects were funded 

either through the district’s capital 

improvement budget or through 

Act 32.

Act 32, which the Legislature 

passed in 2009, allowed school dis-

tricts to exceed state-imposed rev-

enue caps for projects that resulted 

in energy savings.

Revenue caps limit the amount 

of money districts can raise. If a 

district needs more money, a ref-

erendum is often the only option.

Rock County sentence 
to coincide with one 
given in Sauk County

Sondland painted a picture of a Ukraine pressure campaign that 

was prompted by President Donald Trump himself, orchestrated by 

Trump ally Rudy Giuliani and well-known to other senior officials, 

including Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Sondland said he 

raised his concerns about a quid pro quo for military aid with Vice 

President Mike Pence—a conversation a Pence adviser vigorously 

denied. Pompeo also dismissed Sondland’s account.Turn to DEPUTY on Page 5A

Turn to SONDLAND on Page 9A

Referendum on deck?
Janesville School Board committee discusses maintenance needs

Pophal

The scope or amount of the  

referendum has not been  

determined, and Greg Ardrey,  

chairman of the Janesville School 

Board Finance Committee and 

others want to gather data showing 

what the district already has  

done to care for its buildings.

Turn to REFERENDUM on Page 9A

RELATED
• Sen. Ron Johnson’s unique 

position: Wisconsin’s Republican sen-
ator occupies an unusual space in the 
Trump-Ukraine episode./2A

• Loyalty test: Rather than  
continue protecting President  
Donald Trump’s reputation, European 
Union Ambassador Gordon Sondland 
decided to testify to impeachment inves-
tigators to protect his own./2A

Bucks clip Hawks
Eric Bledsoe’s 28 points 

backed up Giannis  

Antetokounmpo’s 33 as 

Milwaukee won in Atlanta 

135-127 on Wednesday 

night. Page 1B

quick kicks
YOUTH

Youth showcase

Young performers take to 

the stage to sing, dance and act 

during the Janesville Perform-

ing Arts Cen-

ter Educa-
tion Outreach 

Department’s 

Music and 

Drama Festi-

val at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 

26, at JPAC, 408 

S. Main St., Janes-

ville.
This show and 

another scheduled 

for April are the culmination of 

eight- to 12-week training ses-

sions at JPAC that are ongoing 

and open to all area youth inter-

ested in performing.

Cost is $5 per person. For 

more information on the show 

or to ask about upcoming youth 

programs, call 608-758-0297 or 

visit JanesvillePAC.org.

HOLIDAY

Pictures with Santa

Thanksgiving is just around 

the corner, so it’s only nat-

ural to start thinking 

about Christmas.

What bet-

ter way to ring 

in the holi-
day season 

than with 
a photo 

with 
ather 
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Food & Drink

Bill Livick expects Madison’s Union 

Crossing Brewery to become a 

future dining destination. Page 6C

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
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Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Above: Artistic director and conductor Richard Severing leads the Choral Union during rehearsal for the group’s December shows at Cargill 

United Methodist Church in Janesville. The group will perform at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at the church.

The gift of song
Choral Union to present works tied to group’s history during December performances

Singing tradition
Choral Union preparing 

for early-December 

concerts at Cargill 

United Methodist 

Church in Janesville. 
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