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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Sara Proulx, a special educa-

tion teacher at Jackson Elemen-

tary School, said she cannot wait 

to hug her students again.

Getting her first dose of COVID-

19 vaccine Friday brings her one 

step closer to that, she said.

Proulx was one of 1,300 Janes-

ville School District employees to 

receive their first round of vaccine 

Friday at Mercyhealth Hospital 

and Trauma Center, Janesville.

Vaccinations occurred one 

week after the school district, 

health care system and state 

Department of Health Services 

shared conflicting messages 

about whether the school district 

should receive vaccines so soon.

A state committee has recom-

mended teachers and K-12 edu-

cation workers be included in the 

state’s Phase 1B priority group 

and be prioritized higher than 

others in the 1B group, but the 

state Department of Health Ser-

vices has not yet approved the rec-

ommendation.

State officials said Mercy-

health should not have pursued 

school district vaccinations so 

soon.

Mercyhealth’s goal is to get as 

many vaccine doses into arms 

as quickly as possible, said Don 

Janczak, director of pharmacy.

The health care system had 

enough doses to vaccinate school 

employees and felt it had made it 

through enough of the Phase 1A 

population to move on to some of 

the people expected to be in Phase 

1B, Janczak said.

Logistics for accessing school 

district employees were simple, 

making it easy to vaccinate a 

large number of people quickly. 

That was a factor in Mercyhealth’s 

decision to offer them vaccines, 

Janczak said.

A lot of people in the commu-

nity don’t understand how hard 

teachers have had to work during 

the pandemic, Proulx said.

Teaching elementary-aged 

children virtually in the spring 

was challenging because teachers 

Educators get their vaccine jabs

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Nurse Jessica Palumbo administers a COVID-19 vaccine Friday to Sam 
Zadoka, an employee with Community Kids Learning Center, at Mercy-
health Hospital and Trauma Center in Janesville.
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JANESVILLE

W
hen COVID-19 tem-
porarily closed the 
curtains last sum-

mer on Casual Joe’s barbe-

cue restaurant in Whitewa-

ter, owner Mike Hudec outfit-

ted a mobile food truck and 

hit the road.

Last fall, during a catering 

job in downtown Janesville, 

Hudec pulled up along South 

Main Street with a load of 

smoked brisket and dry-

rubbed pork ribs.

He got out to stretch his 

legs and spied his future: 

a vacant storefront on the 

downtown riverfront.

Four months later, Hudec 

says he’s within a few weeks 

of launching a new Casual 

Joe’s location in a former 

optometry office at 30 S. 

Main St., a space he’s rehab-

bing to include a kitchen, a 

lunch counter and dine-in 

seating.

Faced with the same 

adapt-or-else circumstances 

that many small restaurants 

have confronted during the 

pandemic, Hudec, a self-

taught barbecue master, has 

decided to pivot into expan-

sion.

The Whitewater resident 

sees the new Janesville loca-

tion as a test patch in his 

effort to transform Casual 

Joe’s into a small regional 

chain of barbecue restau-

rants.

A former carpenter, Hudec 

is by nature a builder. This 

time, he’s building with bar-

becued meats, barbecued 

Making the move

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Mike Hudec wraps an exit sign in tape and paper as he prepares to paint a section of wall in his Janesville location of Casual Joe’s, a 
fast-casual barbecue joint that first opened in Whitewater. The Janesville location will be at 30 S. Main St.

Dropped again
Despite intercepting three Tom Brady 

passes, the Packers lost the NFC 

championship game for the 

second straight season 

Sunday. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........29 -27 13,535
Deaths ........2 +1 136
 Total Change
Hosp. .....26 (Jan. 22) -12 (from Jan. 15)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 16%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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Mercyhealth provides 
first doses to school 
district employees

Whitewater restaurant operator expanding to a second location in downtown Janesville

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

The Wisconsin National Guard will 

help the Rock County Public Health 

Department give COVID-19 vaccinations 

to the remainder of the county’s Phase 1A 

priority group.

An appointment-only vaccination site 

for people in the Phase 1A group will run 

from Jan. 26 to 29 at Blackhawk Tech-

nical College, 6004 S. County G, Janes-

ville. A second clinic will be set up weeks 

later to give the necessary second doses 

to those who participate, according to a 

news release.

The site’s 900 doses will be given first to 

anyone who is eligible for the Phase 1A pri-

ority group but has not already received 

the vaccine.

Those from other eligible groups might 

be offered doses if supplies are available, 

according to the release.

Individuals or organizations that 

qualify under Phase 1A and have not yet 

received vaccines are encouraged to sign 

up through the county’s new online vac-

cine request form at www.co.rock.wi.us/

publichealth.

Those who cannot access the form 

online can call 608-352-6727 for assis-

tance.

The goal of the online vaccine request 

form is to reach health care workers who 

might not be affiliated with a major health 

care organization, or whose organization 

has not yet been connected with a vaccine 

BTC to give 
vaccinations 
to Phase 1A 
qualifiers

County health department, 
National Guard teaming up
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