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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Maureen T. Chekouras
•Karla S. Kaplan

•Barbara J. Schultz
•Phyllis J. Tober

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 88 | Low 66  
Sunshine, warm 

and humid
More on 7A

Under siege
The death toll  

of Florence grows  

to at least 17 as river 

levels continue to rise 

in the Carolinas.  

Page 6B

Fit to be a tie
Green Bay and  

Minnesota battled  

to a 29-29 tie 

Sunday at 

Lambeau Field. 

Page 1B

Battle looms
The Brett  

Kavanaugh  

Supreme Court  

nomination  

was in turmoil  

Sunday. Page 7B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE
The end might be near 

for the nearly 100-year-
old building on 1st Street 
in Evansville.

If a referendum 
passes in November, JC 
McKenna Middle School 
would be replaced by a 
new middle school on the 
same site.

The school board ap-
proved in April putting 
two referendum ques-
tions on the November 
ballot.

The new middle 
school would account 
for $24.8 million of the 
$34 million facilities ref-
erendum.

In its nearly 100-year 
history, JC McKenna has 
served as the district’s 
elementary, middle and 
high school, according 
to historical documents 
provided to The Gazette 
by Evansville Historian 
Ruth Ann Montgomery.

The building is a con-
glomeration of two for-
mer stand-alone build-
ings and a handful of 
additions.

Principal Joanie Dobbs 
said it is time for the com-
munity to decide whether 
it wants to continue put-
ting patches on the build-
ing or make an investment 
in something new.

By the dollars
If approved, the $34 

million facilities refer-
endum would increase a 
homeowner’s annual tax 
bill $15 per $100,000 of 
property value. The ref-
erendum would be paid 
off over 20 years.

The $1.2 million op-
erational referendum 
also on the November 
ballot would lead to an 
annual increase of $9 per 
$100,000 of property val-
ue in each of the next five 
years.

If both referendums 
pass, tax bills in 2019 
would increase $24 per 
$100,000 of property 
value each year for two 
years, Roth said.

If both referendums 
pass, taxpayers would 
see a decrease in the tax 
in 2021 because the dis-
trict will finish paying 

off debt from construc-

tion of Evansville High 

School, District Admin-

istrator Jerry Roth said. 

Voters in 2000 passed 

a $25.5 million referen-

dum to finance the high 

school project, according 

to data from the Wiscon-

sin Department of Public 

Instruction.

In 2021, residents 

would see tax bills de-

crease $88 per $100,000 

of property value, Roth 

said. That means if 

both referendum pass, 

residents will see a $64 

decrease per $100,000 

from what they are pay-

ing now.

The remaining $9.2 

million of the $34 million 

facilities referendum 

will go toward:

 � Replacing part of 

Accessibility, inadequate space cited as reasons  
for considering new Evansville middle school

By Grigor Atanesian 

Wisconsin Center  
for Investigative Journalism

MADISON

A private vendor in-

advertently introduces 

malware into voting ma-

chines he is servicing. A 

hacker hijacks the cellular 

modem used to transmit 

unofficial Election Day re-

sults. An email address is 

compromised, giving bad 

actors the same access to 

voting software as a local 

elections official.

These are some of the 

potential vulnerabilities 

of Wisconsin’s election 

system described by cy-

bersecurity experts.

State officials insist 

they are on top of the 

problem and that Wiscon-

sin’s elections infrastruc-

ture is secure because, 

among other safeguards, 

voting machines are not 

connected to the internet 

and each vote is backed 

by a paper ballot to verify 

results.

In July, the Wiscon-

sin Center for Investiga-

tive Journalism report-

ed that Russian hackers 

have targeted websites 

of the Democratic Party 

of Wisconsin, the state 

Department of Work-

force Development and 

municipalities including 

Ashland, Bayfield and 

Washburn. Elections in 

this swing state are ad-

ministered by 1,853 mu-

nicipal clerks, 72 county 

clerks and the Wisconsin 

Elections Commission.

Top cybersecurity ex-

perts from the United 

States, Canada and Rus-

sia interviewed by the 

center said that some 

practices and hardware 

components could make 

voting in Wisconsin open 

to a few types of malicious 

attacks, and that Russian 

actors have a record of 

these specific actions.

And it is not just Wis-

consin—this is a nation-

wide threat, the Nation-

al Academy of Sciences, 

Engineering and Medi-

cine stated in its newly 

released report, Securing 

the Vote.

“With respect to for-

eign threats, the chal-

lenge is compounded 

by the great asymmetry 

between the capabilities 

and resources available to 

local jurisdictions in the 

United States and those 

of foreign intelligence 

services,” according to the 

report.

Wisconsin Elections 

Commission spokesman 

Reid Magney said the 

agency has been doing 

“almost everything they 

recommend” in the re-

port for several years ex-

cept for a specific type of 

post-election audit, which 

will be discussed at a Sept. 

25 meeting.

“In short, we’re way 

ahead of the curve in elec-

tion security and ought to 

Wisconsin officials prepare  
for potential election hackers

Deal includes $26.5 
million of industrial, 

commercial sites

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Students walk through a hallway at JC McKenna Middle School in Evansville. A refer-
endum vote might result in the replacement of the nearly 100-year-old facility.

Hard choices

The Evansville School District would build a new middle 
school if voters approve a referendum in November.

Coburn Dukehart/Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism
In an Aug. 6 photo, certified municipal clerk Thomas Lund 
heads up a public test of election equipment in Madison 
before the Aug. 14 primary. 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Diane Hendricks’ com-

mercial real estate firm, 
Hendricks Commercial Prop-
erties, recently closed on a 
$26.5 million purchase of 
five Janesville industrial and 
commercial properties.

In a package deal that 
closed Aug. 15, the Beloit 
company purchased about 
490,000 square feet of build-
ings in Janesville—much of it 
warehousing and light manu-
facturing space that is already 
leased to industrial tenants.

The sale included the 
250,000-square-foot facility 
on 22 acres at 101 Venture 
Drive. The 44-dock light man-
ufacturing and distribution 
facility houses operations for 
Cummins Diesel and Nation-
al Freight Industries. The fa-
cility sold for $14.7 million, ac-
cording to state Department 
of Revenue property transfer 
records.

The deal included three 
other large-scale industrial 
facilities and a downtown 
commercial property. Hen-
dricks Commercial Proper-
ties bought all the proper-
ties from Jeffrey Helgesen’s 
Helgesen Development Corp.

Along with the 101 Venture 
Drive property, state records 
show the other facilities in the 
purchase include:

 � A 15.7-acre property 
with a 110,000-square-foot 
light manufacturing and 
warehousing facility at 505 
S. Wuthering Hills Drive for 
$4.9 million. The facility is 
mostly vacant but has immi-
nent prospects for a major 
tenant, a Hendricks Commer-
cial Properties official said.

 � A 12-acre property with 
an 80,000-square-foot indus-
trial facility and 3,200-square-
foot office building at 1855 S. 
Jackson St., Janesville, for 
$3.75 million. The industrial 

Hendricks 
purchases 
Janesville 
properties

Ready or not?
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