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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
52°/34°

Mostly cloudy,  
mild and damp

THURSDAY
39°/25°

Snow ending;  
1-3 inches

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A, 7A

Jury deadlocked in cold case
A Rock County trial for Kelly L. Baxter, ac-

cused of sexually assaulting a 78-year-old Janes-
ville woman nearly 18 years ago, ended in a 
mistrial late Tuesday night. At 8 p.m., the jury 
of nine women and three men told Judge James 
Daley they were deadlocked. Daley set a new 
trial for May 8-9 with a final pretrial May 3.

STATE • 2A

Prisons bill gains support
Support is building in the state Senate for a 

juvenile justice overhaul plan that would close 
Wisconsin’s troubled Lincoln Hills juvenile 
prison by 2021 and create a new hybrid system 
to house juveniles in state- and county-run fa-
cilities.

Resigning Haas gives warning
Embattled Wisconsin Elections Commission 

administrator Michael Haas said Tuesday that 
he will step down and not pursue legal options 
to challenge the state Senate’s rejection of his 
confirmation last month. He also warned that 
Wisconsin risks falling “dangerously behind” in 
preparing for the fall election in the face of risks 
and threats to the country’s election systems.
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Nation/World • 6B-7B

The director of the NSA said 
Tuesday he has not been  
authorized to counter Russian 
efforts to influence US politics
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•Charles E. Ayres Sr./Spring Prairie
•Josephine Pacl/Edgerton
•Claudette J. “Claudie” Uher/Delavan
•Mary J. Wrzesinski/Delavan
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•Rhonda S. Kreklow/Milton
•Margaret A. Nelson/Janesville
•Thomas Frederick O’Brien/Evansville
•Claudette “Claudie” Uher/Delavan
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Food & Drink • 8C

Livick: Chutney’s 

stands out in city 

of great Indian 

eateries
quick kicks

FESTIVALS

Go green for good

O’Riley & Conway’s Irish Pub, 

213 E. Milwaukee St., Janesville, 

will host an Irish 

celebration in 

conjunction 

with Riley’s 

Sports Bar and 

Grill, 209 W. 

Milwaukee St., 

Janesville, to benefit 

ECHO on Saturday, 

March 17.

Rileyville’s Irish Hooley will 

take place at O’ Riley and Con-

way’s and will feature Irish food, 

drinks and camaraderie along with 

music from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. by 

bands such as the Brothers Quinn, 

WheelHouse and The Jimmys.

For more information or to 

donate, visit ECHOJanesville.org.

MUSIC

“Legen ... dary”

The UW-Rock County Concert 

Band presents “Legends” 

at 7:30 p.m. Wednes-

day, March 7, in the 

Kirk Denmark Theatre 

on campus,2909 

Kellogg Ave., Janesville.

The band will perform works 

by Eric Whitacre, Aaron Copland, 

Karl L. King, Robert Sheldon and 

others. Admission is free, but a $2 

contribution is suggested.

For more information, call Jeff 

Suarez at 608-758-6565, ext. 737, 

or email jeff.suarez@uwc.edu.

THEATER

No worries

SpotLight on Kids will perform 

Disney’s “The Lion King Jr.” at 

7 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, at the 

Milton High School Theater, 114 W. 

High St., Milton.

The musical features young 

actors from throughout the area 

and performanc-

es of such songs 

as “I Just Can’t 

Wait to be King,” 

“Hakuna Matata” 

and “Can You 

Feel the Love 

Tonight.”
Tickets are 

$5 each or pay what you can 

at the door. Tickets also can be 

purchased from cast and crew 

members.

For more information, call 

608-751-1732.

If the shoe fits

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 

Tony Award-winning musical 

“Cinderella” will play 

Young Auditorium on 

the UW-White-

water 

campus, 

930 W. Main 

St., for a single 

performance at 7 p.m. Monday, 

March 4.
Tickets range from $30.50-

$53.50, and a dinner option is 

available. For more information 

or to purchase tickets, visit the 

Greenhill Center of the Arts box 

office, visit YoungAuditorium.com 

or call 262-472-2222.

FUNDRAISER

Show your support

Sweat4OurVets, a benefit to 

help the area’s homeless veterans, 

is set from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-

day, March 1, at Premier Tennis & 

Fitness, 3410 Bell St., Janesville.

The event includes a variety of 

fitness activities such as cycling, 

WERQout, a tennis social and a 

boot camp experience with special 

military guests. There also will be 

a color guard presentation and 

basket raffles. 

Cost is $10. For more informa-

tion, call 608-208-1760.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a 

feature that introduces readers to people 

involved in the area’s arts and entertainment 

community. Compiled by kicks Editor Greg 

Little, each piece will include a short bio, photo 

and answers to questions that provide insight 

into not only that person’s artistic interests 

but also his or her unique personality.

Mo Sikich

Family is important to Mo Sikich, and he 

considers it the driving force behind his desire 

to grow his local bar business.

The Janesville native 

credits his business aspira-

tions to his grandfathers, 

each of whom ran his own 

successful operation, and 

from working at Owen Vend-

ing, a company his family 

owned until his mid 20s.

Sikich attended Marian 

University in Fond du Lac, where he played 

soccer and earned business management 

degree. He then went to work for a brokerage 

company  but realized he 

wasn’t happy working for 

someone else.

Sikich bought what is 

now Mo’s TAASBAG, 2339 

Milton Ave., Janesville. 

Along with running the 

bar, he maintained his job 

at the brokerage firm—

leaving after he bought 

the former Hhffrrrggh 

Inn. He recently reintro-

duced that establishment 

as Sidelines Sports Pub 

& Grill, 731 S. 

Wuthering 

Hills Drive, 

Janesville.

Sikich 

lives in 

Janesville 

with his wife, 

Nicole, their 10-year-old daughter, 

Brynn, and 8-year-old son, Michael. 

To learn more, search for “Mo’s TAASBAG” 

on Facebook or visit SidelinesPubAndGrill.

com.

Anthony 

Wahl/awahl@

gazettextra .com

And the winner is

Film critic shares 

his predictions 

for 2018 winners

By Richard Roeper

Universal Press Syndicate

You can’t legally wager on the 

Academy Awards in these United 

States, but whether it’s Ameri-

can bookmakers handicapping 

the races just for fun or the over-

seas oddsmakers setting the line 

for actual wagering purposes, the 

overwhelming consensus is all four 

acting categories are locked up.

Best actress? Frances McDormand 

is about a 1-8 favorite to win her second 

Oscar for “Three Billboards 

Outside Ebbing, Missouri,” 

nearly two decades after her 

victory for “Fargo.” (That 1-8 

figure means you’d have to bet 

$8 on McDormand just to win 

a buck.)

But wait! Let’s not forget 

how Oscar loves to crown 

20-something actresses in this 

category, e.g., Audrey Hepburn 

(“Roman Holiday”), Grace Kelly 

(“The Country Girl”), Gwyneth Paltrow 

(“Shakespeare in Love”), Brie Larson 

(“Room”). Could 23-year-old Saoirse Ronan 

of “Lady Bird” steal the moment?

In the best actor category, Gary Oldman is 

an even bigger favorite for his powerful work 

as Winston Churchill in “Darkest Hour,” with 

some bookmakers listing him as a 1-20 favor-

ite.
Ah, but what if there’s a groundswell of 

support for Daniel Kaluuya and “Get Out”? 

After all, the Academy membership is young-

er and more diverse than in previous years. 

You don’t need a majority of votes to win the 

Oscar; you just need to get one more vote 

than any of the other four candidates.

Sam Rockwell (“Three Billboards”) has 

won the vast majority of the supporting actor 

accolades leading up to the Oscars, but you can’t 

count out the popular veteran actor Willem 

Dafoe—or how about Christopher Plummer, the 

88-year-old lion who so admirably and 

wonderfully stepped into the 

role of J. Paul Getty in “All 

the Money in the World”?

And while Allison 

Janney is the favorite to 

win supporting actress 

for “I, Tonya,” it’s not 

inconceivable the 

By Rafer Guzmán

Newsday

On this year’s list of Academy Award nomi-

nees, you can find plenty of the usual suspects: 

The British period-piece, the small-town drama, 

a topical movie starring Meryl Streep. 

Sharing space, however, are movies that don’t 

usually make it this far: a horror movie by an Afri-

can-American filmmaker, an indie comedy from a 

female writer-director, a work of steamy gay erotica.

In other words: Toto, the Oscars aren’t in Kansas 

anymore.

Two years after widespread criticism led the Acade-

my of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to diversify its 

membership, this year’s Oscar nominees include a far 

wider range of both films and 

filmmakers. There are four black 

acting nominees, including A-list 

star Denzel Washington for the 

crime-drama “Roman J. Israel, Esq.” 

and newcomer Daniel Kaluuya for 

“Get Out.” Greta Gerwig becomes a 

rare female directing nominee, for 

“Lady Bird,” while Rachel Morrison 

is the Oscars’ first-ever female cin-

ematography nominee, for “Mud-

bound.”

The director of the Long Is-

land-based documentary “Strong Is-

land,” Yance Ford, is the first openly 

transgender person nominated for any 

Oscar. The likely best picture winner, 

“The Shape of Water,” was directed by 

a Mexican, Guillermo del Toro. It’s hard not to conclude 

that the Oscars are experiencing a major demographic and 

cultural shift.

“It’s a great year in terms of more race representation, 

and it’s a good year for women,” says Tom O’Neil, editor of the 

awards-tracking website GoldDerby. “But that said, on Oscar 

night, who knows what’s going to get picked as the winner?”

The 90th annual Academy Awards reflect a roller-coaster 

2017 at the movies. 

The year began promisingly with the February release “Get 

Out,” a racially charged horror-satire from writer-director Jor-

dan Peele that went on to become a box-office smash. Then 

came a summer of spectacular duds—notably “The Mum-

my” and the fifth “Pirates of the Caribbean” 

film—that depressed the year’s box-office 

and caused some hand-wringing over 

Hollywood’s reliance on expensive block-

busters. 

Christopher Nolan’s World War II 

drama, “Dunkirk,” emerged as an 

early Oscar front-runner, followed 

later by Luca Guadagnino’s gay 

IF YOU WATCH

What: 90th Academy 

Awards

When: 7 p.m. CST,  

Sunday, March 4.

Where: Dolby Theatre, 

Hollywood, California.

Host: Jimmy Kimmel

Tune in: Televised on ABC 

and live streamed at ABC.

com
For more information: 

Visit Oscar.Go.Com.

2018 Oscars reflect  

a major demographic 

and cultural shift
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COMING THURSDAY

Who are the favorites 
to win big at Sunday’s 
Academy Awards? 
kicks

Associated Press
Milwaukee Bucks guard Eric Bledsoe goes up for 
a contested shot during Tuesday’s game against 
the Washington Wizards in Milwaukee. The Bucks 
trailed by 18 after the first quarter and cut their 
deficit to one multiple times in the fourth, but they 
were never able to take the lead in a 107-104 loss. 
Story on Page 1B

Bucks rally comes up short

A two-man crew with Janesville’s Public 
Works Department fills a pothole near the 
intersection of Reuther Way and Beloit Av-
enue on Tuesday. With rising temperatures 
and the impending spring season comes 
road work. ‘As the snow and the ice begin 
to melt, the roads are starting to show 
some of those potholes,’ City Manager 
Mark Freitag said at Monday’s Janesville 
City Council meeting. Residents can call 
755-3110 or go to the city’s website to 
report potholes, and they’ll typically be 
fixed within 72 hours, Freitag said. Freitag 
called the system a ‘great, responsive’ way 
to get city potholes addressed.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com

Filling in

By Jason Stein

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Gov. Scott Walker signed a 

$200 million bill Tuesday to 
stabilize Obamacare markets in 
Wisconsin even 
as state Attor-
ney General 
Brad Schimel 
sued seeking to 
block the entire 
law.

The GOP 
g o v e r n o r — a 
longtime critic 
of the Afford-
able Care Act—
has emphasized 
in recent weeks 
that he wants 
to hold down 
prices for insur-
ance purchased 
through the law 
and make sure 
it’s affordable 
for state resi-
dents.

“Our Health Care Stability 
Plan is our solution to Washing-
ton’s failure; we want to provide 
health care stability and lower 
premiums for Wisconsin,” Walk-
er said in a statement.

But Schimel, also a Republi-
can, received Walker’s sign-off 
to move this week in a different 
direction, leading a group of 20 
states who are suing to block 
Obamacare entirely. Though Re-
publicans in Congress failed to 
repeal the law last year, Schimel 
argues that they made enough 
changes that the law is no longer 
constitutional.

“I bring this challenge to 
Obamacare because, as Wiscon-
sin’s attorney general, I swore to 
uphold the rule of law and pro-
tect our state from overreaching 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School Board 

and teachers union agree: The 

school district’s new salary sched-

ule will help attract and retain 

good teachers.

The school board Tuesday 

unanimously approved a new sal-

ary structure for teachers, social 

workers, school psychologists and 

counselors, effective for the 2018-

19 school year.

Dave Groth, president of the 

Janesville Education Association, 

the union that represents teach-

ers, said his members believe the 

new structure is predictable and 

rewards professional develop-

ment—something teachers want-

ed.

Groth also described it as “fair” 

and “competitive.”

That’s exactly what the district 

was looking for.

The district officials who de-

signed the system wanted a sala-

ry structure that would emphasize 

teacher growth and professional 

development, help the district 

attract and retain teachers, and 

be economically sustainable over 

time, according to a memo from 

Scott Garner, assistant superin-

tendent of administrative and 

human services.

Here’s how the system will 

work:

It has eight levels with several 

steps within each level. Each step 
represents a year of teaching.

To advance to the next level, 
teachers must complete a certain 
amount of professional training or 
earn graduate credits. Both grad-
uate credits and the professional 
training must be pre-approved, 
and the training must align with 
the district’s five-year promises.

The promises are five-year 
goals in areas such as “student 
and school success” and “culture 
and climate.”

Gone are the days when teach-
ers could sign up for whatever 
professional development cours-
es they wanted or pursue master’s 
degrees in subjects not necessarily 
related to their jobs, Superinten-
dent Steve Pophal said in an inter-
view before the meeting.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

In years past, downtown Janes-

ville’s Court and Milwaukee streets 

were known as “the circuit,” a driv-

ing route where car cruisers liked 

to show off their hot rides.

On June 26, a stretch of Milwau-

kee and Court streets and a couple 

of downtown cross streets will be 

cleared of traffic for a high-speed 

race—but it’ll be one on two wheels.

Organizers announced Tuesday 

that they’ve set the course for the 

Janesville Town Square Gran Prix, 

which is the city’s leg of the Tour 

of America’s Dairyland, a major cri-

terium (closed-circuit) bicycle race 

that has 11 other legs statewide.

The race will run in a nearly 

1-mile circuit traveling west down 

Court Street and east up Milwaukee 

Street, encircling the heart of the 

Main Street business and entertain-
ment corridor and three blocks of 
downtown on the west side of the 
Rock River. That’s according to a 
route map provided by a local or-
ganizer working through host Mid-
west Cycling Series.

That means some streets will 
be blocked to traffic all day June 
26, particularly along the straight-
aways on Milwaukee and Court 
streets and at cross streets inside 
the route. The area will be open to 
foot traffic.

Local organizer Paul Murphy, 
president of the Janesville Velo 
Club, said 11 sets of races are set 
to run throughout the day, draw-
ing hundreds of bicyclists from 40 
states and 15 countries. Organizers 
also expect 3,000 to 4,000 specta-
tors to pack in for the Gran Prix.

Murphy said the Gran Prix will in-
terrupt normal business downtown 

Circuit city: Bike race organizers reveal downtown criterium route
JANESVILLE

Janesville Town Square Gran Prix route

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra .com
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