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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 22  

Sunny, breezy  
and not as cold

More on 7A

Tax cut passes
The state Assembly 

passed a GOP-written tax 

cut Thursday, but Gov. 

Evers is expected to veto 

it because it lacks more 

school funding. Page 2A

Bucks back in action
The Milwaukee Bucks jumped 

out to a big lead in their first 

game after the all-star break 

Thursday and beat the Detroit 

Pistons 126-106. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
An overhaul of the crum-

bling stretch of Highway 14 
between Janesville and Evans-
ville could start a year early, 
and local officials say it can’t 
come too soon.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation has 
committed to rescheduling a 
full milling and resurfacing of 
14 miles of Highway 14 west 
of Janesville, local and state 
highway officials said.

The move would put the 
$7.2 million project on the 
front burner this year—a year 
ahead of the DOT’s earlier plan 
to resurface the heavily trav-
eled highway.

Dwayne Jorgenson, Rock 
County’s public works and 
highway department director, 
said the DOT last year prom-
ised to move the project ahead 
a year, mostly because the road 
continues to deteriorate in 
spite of temporary patching.

Jorgensen said highway 
crews used black asphalt to 
patch the rural stretch under a 
maintenance contract paid by 
the state. He said those repairs 
were just a stopgap until the 
highway could be resurfaced.

But concern has grown 
among commuters and res-
idents on Highway 14, and 
Jorgensen said the DOT real-
ized the road might withstand 
only one more winter of freez-
ing and thawing.

“I think they (DOT) looked 
again and noticed the deteri-
oration was more rapid than 
before,” he said. “There was 
obviously some public con-
cerns raised that I think 

Work on 14 moved up

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Vehicles travel west out of Janesville on Highway 14 on Wednesday evening. The state Department of 
Transportation planned to resurface the stretch of highway between Janesville and Evansville next 
year but decided to move the project up to this year because of concern over the road’s condition.

State: Resurfacing of Janesville-to-Evansville highway to begin this year

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton Fire Commission approved 

a new staffing format Thursday aimed to 

help firefighters respond more quickly 

to calls and ease what Fire Chief Ernie 

Rhodes called a “staffing crisis.”

The Milton department will have 

one full-time firefighter and three paid 

on-premise firefighters available to 

respond to emergencies 24 hours a day 

Monday through Friday.

The on-premise firefighters will cover 

those hours in shifts. A fifth on-premise 

employee will join the four regular staff 

on weekends.

The number of volunteer firefighters 

has decreased in Milton, and the depart-

ment was struggling to keep up with calls, 

said Rhodes, who implemented the staff-

ing change Feb. 7.

“Basically, the volunteer system is bro-

ken. It’s gone, and we’re struggling,” he 

said.

The fire department had operated with 

one full-time firefighter/EMT and on-call 

firefighters who were paid for the time 

they spent on each call after they were 

dispatched. Under that setup, the depart-

ment took too long to respond to emer-

gencies and could not respond to multi-

ple calls at once, despite a dedicated staff, 

Rhodes said.

It took the department 13 minutes to 

respond to a Dec. 26 residential fire in Mil-

ton, and the Janesville Fire Department 

beat Milton to its own fire, Rhodes said.

Earlier this month, one fire truck with 

two people responded to a car accident 35 

minutes after the call.

The staffing change will speed up 

Turn to HIGHWAY on Page 7A

By Mary Clare Jalonick  

and Michael Balsamo

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Intelligence officials have warned 

lawmakers that Russia is interfer-

ing in the 2020 election campaign 

to help President Donald Trump 

get re-elected, three officials famil-

iar with the closed-door briefing said 

Thursday.

The warning raises questions 

about the integrity of the presiden-

tial campaign and whether Trump’s 

administration is taking the proper 

steps to combat the kind of interfer-

ence the U.S. saw in 2016.

The officials asked for anonymity 

to discuss sensitive intelligence. They 

said the briefing last week focused on 

Russia’s efforts to influence the 2020 

election and sow discord in the Amer-

ican electorate.

The warning was first reported by 

The New York Times and The Wash-

ington Post. The Times said the news 

infuriated Trump, who complained 

that Democrats would use the infor-

mation against him. Over the course 

of his presidency, Trump has dis-

missed the intelligence community’s 

assessment of Russia’s 2016 election 

interference as a conspiracy to under-

mine his victory.

One day after the Feb. 13 briefing 

to the House Intelligence Committee, 

Trump berated the then-director of 

national intelligence, Joseph Magu-

ire. He announced this week that 

Maguire would be replaced by Rich-

ard Grenell, a Trump loyalist.

U.S. intelligence agencies say Rus-

sia interfered in the 2016 election 

through social media campaigns and 

stealing and distributing emails from 

Democratic accounts. They say Rus-

sia was trying to boost Trump’s cam-

paign and add chaos to the Ameri-

can political process. Special coun-

sel Robert Mueller concluded that 

Russian interference was “sweeping 

and systematic,” but he did not find a 

criminal conspiracy between Russia 

Officials: Russia resumes election meddling

Associated Press
President Donald Trump shakes hands with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin during a bilateral meeting on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in Osaka, Japan, in 2019. Intelligence 
officials say Russia is interfering with the 2020 election to try 
to help Trump get re-elected, The New York Times reported 
Thursday.

Intelligence officers brief lawmakers on Moscow’s latest social media efforts
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Commission 
hopes change 
can improve  

response times
Milton Fire Department  

has struggled with staffing
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