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High-speed chase
Two people from Beloit were  

arrested Thursday morning after 

a police pursuit that reached 

100 mph in Walworth and Rock 

counties, police said. Page 3A

Red Hawks fall
Milton’s run at the WIAA 

state softball tournament 

ended after one game 

Thursday morning, a 5-0 

loss to Sun Prairie. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 71 | Low 55  
Clouds and sun 
with a t-storm
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

House passes gun bill
The U.S. House of Representatives 

passed a ‘red-flag’ gun regulation 

through the chamber Thursday, 

but it faces GOP opposition in 

Senate. Page 7B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The moths are back.
Actually, right now, 

they’re caterpillars. But in 
their transitional phase, 

the larvae have prompted 
the city to close the play-
ground at Janesville’s 
Lustig Park.

State forestry experts 
say city and state officials 
are trying to stem a spongy 
moth outbreak at Lustig 
because the leaf-munching 
caterpillars pose a threat to 
the health of 100-year-old 
oak trees in the park.

Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 

invasive forest insects pro-
gram coordinator Andrea 
Diss-Torrance said Rock 
County is one area of 
the state where forestry 
experts are starting to see 
a growing concentration of 
spongy moths.

The invasive species, 
which aggressively feeds 
on defoliates trees, appears 
to be gradually be mov-
ing west from collar coun-
ties along Lake Michigan, 

where the state has set up 
a quarantine zone for the 
moth. It now is advancing 
into counties in the south-
ern, central and northern 
portions of Wisconsin.

In Janesville, the city 
has temporarily shut down 
the playground at Lustig 
Park, a move officials say 
is to prevent children from 
coming into contact with 
the wooly-looking cat-
erpillars, which carry a 

histamine in their tiny, 
barb-like hairs than can 
cause people to break out 
in a painful poison ivy-like 
rash.

The city first discovered 
the moths in Lustig Park 
last summer when peo-
ple started noticing doz-
ens and dozens of egg sacs 
embedded in the bark of 
the mature oak trees that 
abound there.

Last year, the city 

planned to apply a bac-
terial insecticide gel to 
smother and kill the lar-
vae growing in the moth 
egg sacs.

In May, when the moth 
larvae hatched, the city’s 
parks operations division 
and the DNR coordinated 
on two aerial applications 
by helicopter of bacterial 
insecticide. The aim: to try 

City, DNR fighting spongy moths in Lustig
Caterpillars pose 

threat to park’s oak 
trees, experts say

Eaglet found alive  
after nest collapse
An eaglet has been found after its nest 
along the Rock River in downtown Janes-
ville collapsed Wednesday afternoon. State 
Department of Natural Resources conser-
vation warden Austin Schumacher con-
firmed to The Gazette Thursday afternoon 
that the eaglet was alive and in the care of 
Milton-based Hoo’s Woods Raptor Center 
director Dianne Moller, who was planning 
to take it to the clinic for medical evalua-
tion. A Facebook post from the raptor cen-
ter Thursday afternoon confirmed that the 
eaglet had been injured, but did not spec-
ify the severity of its injuries. Moller did not 
immediately return calls from The Gazette. 
The nest, which is located along the river 
southwest of South Main Street across 
from the Marling Lumber and Millwork 
warehouse, is thought to have collapsed 
due to the nesting tree becoming satu-
rated and then buckling under the weight 
of the nest, a Facebook post from the rap-
tor center said Thursday morning. Two 
adult eagles who frequented the nest were 
spotted at the tree in the hours following 
the collapse and appeared unharmed.
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By Sara Myers and Jacob Roushia
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JANESVILLE
All across the world and 

here in Wisconsin, June is Pride 
Month for the LGBTQ commu-
nity and local groups like Janes-
ville Pride, Building a Safer 
Evansville (BASE) Pride Coali-
tion, Rock County LGBTQ+ and 
Beloit’s Yellow Brick Road.

In one event held Thurs-
day, Hedberg Public Library 
in Janesville provided tie-dy-
ing stations for people to make 
their own T-shirts at an event 
dubbed “Pride-Dye.”

The local groups are plan-
ning several other events to 
help celebrate how far the com-
munity has come and the work 
ahead.

The Gazette spoke with Ali 
Larson from Janesville Pride 
and Mark Mellecker from BASE 
Pride Coalition about Pride 
Month.

Janesville Pride
About a year ago today, Lar-

son was combing Facebook to 
find Pride events locally. Lar-
son said she was given the run-
around and finally got responses 
from some who said they didn’t 
have any Pride events planned. 
One person suggested Larson 
herself form a group.

“I am not one that backs 
down from a challenge,” Larson 

Library hosts 
one of several 
Pride events 

coming in June
Groups in Janesville, 

Beloit, Evansville  
organizing gatherings

By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick  

and Farnoush Amiri

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The House panel investigating the Jan. 6 

insurrection at the U.S. Capitol laid the blame 
firmly on Donald Trump Thursday night, say-
ing the assault was hardly spontaneous but 
an “attempted coup” and a direct result of 
the defeated president’s effort to overturn 
the 2020 election.

With a never-before-seen 12-minute video 
of the deadly violence and startling testi-
mony from Trump’s most inner circle, the 
House 1/6 committee provided gripping 
detail in contending that Trump’s repeated 
lies about election fraud and his public effort 
to stop Joe Biden’s victory led to the attack 
and imperiled American democracy

“Democracy remains in danger,” said Rep. 
Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., chairman of the 
panel, during the hearing, timed for prime 
time to reach as many Americans as possible.

“Jan. 6 was the culmination of an 
attempted coup, a brazen attempt, as one 
rioter put it shortly after Jan. 6, to overthrow 
the government,” Thompson said. “The vio-
lence was no accident.”

In a previously unseen video clip, the 
panel played a quip from former Attorney 
General Bill Barr who testified that he told 
Trump the claims of a rigged election were 
“bull----.”

In another, the former president’s daugh-
ter, Ivanka Trump, testified to the committee 
that she respected Barr’s view that there was 
no election fraud. “I accepted what he said.”

Others showed leaders of the extremist 
Oath Keepers and Proud Boys preparing to 

JAN. 6 COMMITTEE HEARINGS

Blame for riot  
at Capitol 

placed on Trump
Committee members call  

insurrection ‘attempted coup’
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