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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 91 | Low 70  
A t-storm in spots 

in the p.m.
More on 5A

Rock County officials sued
A woman who once contracted with the county alleges she was 
defamed during an official meeting last year. Page 3A

Where to start
The Brewers and Cubs 
are scheduled to start the 
abbreviated 2020 season 
with a three-game series 
at Wrigley Field starting 
July 24. Page 1B

Assembly speaker receives federal aid
Republican Robin Vos, who runs a popcorn business in Burlington, 
received up to $350,000 in federal coronavirus relief. Page 2A
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Monday marked a tie for 
the largest daily increase 
in confirmed coronavirus 
cases in Rock County with 

41 new cases reported, 

matching the high from 

May 21.

This comes on the heels 

of new data showing cases 

of coronavirus are increas-

ing quicker in Janesville 

than in Beloit and the rest 

of Rock County.

Of the tests reported 

Monday, 31% were posi-

tive, the second-highest 

positive rate in a day, trail-

ing only 33% on April 24, 

according to data from the 

Rock County Public Health 

Department.

There are 250 active, 

confirmed cases of the coro-

navirus in Rock County. 

That’s up 48 from Thursday, 

according to health depart-

ment data.

There have been 940 

confirmed cases of the virus 

in Rock County since the 

first case was reported in 

the county March 19. Twen-

ty-four people have died. 

Four people are hos-

pitalized with COVID-19, 

the disease caused by the 

virus, across the county’s 

four hospitals, according 

to the data.

Weekly data reported by 

municipality shows Janes-

ville saw a week-to-week 

increase of 46 cases since 

June 29, more than dou-

ble the weekly increase of 

19 seen in Beloit.

All other Rock County 

communities are counted 

together and saw a weekly 

increase of 14 cases, accord-

ing to the data.

Beloit still holds a lion’s 

share of the county’s cases 

with 503 total, but daily 

increases in Beloit have 

largely plateaued since the 

beginning of June.

Cases in Janesville have 

been trending upward in 

recent weeks.

Daily increases of 

cases based on when the 

Monday virus cases match record
Four in hospitals; 

24 have died

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

The current heat wave could combine with 

the coronavirus to kill people in southern Wis-

consin, but not in the way you might think.

Dr. Jay MacNeal of Mercyhealth said people 

suffering heatstroke might decide to stay home 

because they fear catching the virus at the hos-

pital, and they could die when they might have 

been saved.

It’s already happened here more than once 

with people experiencing chest pains, MacNeal 

said. People frightened of hospitals because of 

the chance of catching the virus didn’t go to 

the ER, and they died.

People with life-threatening conditions 

should come to the ER for treatment, and that 

includes heatstroke, MacNeal stressed.

High temperatures in Janesville have 

exceeded 86 degrees since June 27. They hit 

91 on Sunday, and hotter days are ahead.

The AccuWeather forecast service predicted 

a high of 95 for Wednesday and not much bet-

ter the rest of the week.

Mercyhealth reports an increase in heat-re-

lated illness, with symptoms such as fatigue, 

dizziness and headaches since June 27 in all its 

Rock County facilities.

SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville 

has seen at least two heat-related cases since 

June 27. The hospital might have seen more 

cases that haven’t yet found their way into the 

hospital data, a spokeswoman said.

Heat exhaustion symptoms mentioned 

above, along with nausea and heavy sweating, 

could lead to more serious and potentially 

lethal heat stroke.

Heatstroke symptoms include a high tem-

perature and even loss of consciousness.

“You’re at the point where your body no 

Heat presents danger

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Lailah Schuett plays in the water Monday at Lions Beach in Janesville as her aunt, Kaley Doll of Janesville, watches from her chair. 
Janesville’s Palmer Park wading pool and Rockport Pool are closed, but The Bubbler and the splash pad at Riverside Park are open, as 
is Lion’s Beach.
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
Some who loved Rochelle “Shelley” 

Scott said they struggled to find the right 

words to share with a judge at the sentenc-

ing of her husband, the man who killed 

her in their town of Delavan home in early 

2019.

They said they miss the nurse, aunt, 

friend and mother who was selfless, 

patient, hard-working and beautiful.

But contributing to their immeasurable 

grief is the lack of answers 

as to why Robert J. Scott 

stabbed his wife more than 

20 times.

“There (are) questions 

here that only the defen-

dant knows the answer to 

and that we’ll very likely 

never know,” District 

Attorney Zeke Wiedenfeld 

said in court Monday. “He’s 

going to leave questions out there that will 

haunt family members forever.”

Throughout the court proceedings, 

Scott has chosen to not disclose details of 

what happened at their home at 4003 S. 

Channel Drive. The killing was less than 

three weeks after his wife filed for divorce, 

but that is the only substantial clue for a 

motive.

Scott’s lawyer, Steven Harvey, said they 

would not contest the state Department of 

Corrections or Wiedenfeld’s recommenda-

tion that Scott never be allowed to leave 

prison on extended supervision.

Judge Phillip Koss said sentencing 

hearings can sometimes take a long time. 

But without an argument to do otherwise, 

the judge ordered Scott to live the rest of 

his life in prison.

Scott, 58, pleaded guilty in December 

to first-degree intentional homicide for 

the Jan. 6, 2019 stabbing of his 58-year-

old wife.

Monday’s hearing was only to decide 

how much of his mandatory lifetime sen-

tence would be in prison—which had to be 

at least 20 years—as opposed to living in 

the community on supervision.

Man receives 
life sentence 

for killing wife

Scott

Don’t let pandemic deter you 
from seeking treatment: Doctor

Court proceedings have not 
shed light on Scott’s motive
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