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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Phyllis Rae Danforth
•Jane M. Douglas
•Iris L. Guelker
•Audrey “Mac” Kuter

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 28 | Low 10  

Windy; snow, 
8-12 inches total
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Students work to help 

two-legged dog 
UW-Madison engineering  

students are helping a dog  

born without front legs  

become more mobile.  

Page 2A

Area communities 

call snow emergencies
With a snowstorm expected to 

continue through much of today, 

local communities have declared 

snow emergencies in effect.  

Page 3A

Craig boys rally 

to beat Middleton
The Cougars overcame 

a 5-point deficit early  

in the second half and went 

on to a 70-61 win in Big Eight 

play Friday. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Now that crews have 

stripped away ceilings, 

walls and rooms that for 

years broke up and covered 

the grandeur of the former 

First National Bank, the 

new owners have noticed 

something.

There’s room inside the 

place to breathe again.

Sherri Stumpf, CEO 

of Blackhawk Commu-

nity Credit Union, hopes 

the credit union’s reno-

vation of the downtown 

building at 100 W. Mil-

waukee St. will wrap up 

by 2021, making way for 

a Legacy Center honoring 

former General Motors 

plant workers.

In tandem, crews are 

transforming the circa-1913 

building’s newer west 

side—the bank’s drive-thru 

and offices that overhang 

it—into a fully enclosed, 

multiuse office and retail 

space.
Stumpf said she’s work-

ing with at least two 
groups that are eyeing the 
7,000-square-foot west 
annex as a possible urban 
market.

She said the upstairs 
space in the annex seems 
bigger now that it’s cleared 
of walls that partitioned 
it into offices. The future 
downstairs will connect 
with the original bank 
building and double the 
annex’s size with a new, 
enclosed space that could 
house a grocery store.

“When we got this side 
of the building all cleared 
out, we looked around 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city will hire a consultant to 

help relocate occupants of a down-

town apartment building that will 

be demolished to make way for a 

new apartment complex.

Commonwealth Companies, 

the developer of the proposed River 

Flats affordable housing complex, 

will buy and demolish the prop-

erty at 221 N. Franklin St. to make 

room for more parking and green 

space at the flats, according to city 

memos.

Housing Services Director Kelly 

Bedessem said 14 people live at 221 

N. Franklin St.

The Gazette was unable to reach 

any of the tenants for comment by 

press time.

The city’s Community Develop-

ment Authority allocated federal 

money from the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development 

to help residents with relocation.

The relocation consultant will 

start working with tenants after 

the contract is set, Bedessem said.

Housing Services chose to 

assist with relocation because staff 

wanted to make sure the tenants 

were taken care of and the proper 

processes were followed, Bedes-

sem said.

The consultant will interview 

tenants about their housing costs, 

income and needs to help match 

them with new places to live, 

Bedessem said.

The city will use federal funds to 

Gazette staff

TOWN OF ROCK

Authorities continued to 

look for a man wanted in a 

possible drug investigation 

who fled from police and 

ran into a trailer park near 

Blackhawk Technical Col-

lege on Friday afternoon, 

police said.

Police lifted a lockdown 

at the technical college and 

two other schools Friday, 

but law enforcement con-

tinued searching for a sus-

pect in the area.

Blackhawk Tech was in 

lockdown while a police 

dog followed the scent of 

the suspect toward campus, 

but the dog lost the scent, 

Rock County Sheriff Troy 

Knudson said at 3:40 p.m.

During a 4 p.m. press 

conference, Knudson said 

a police dog was following 

a different track.

School buses stayed 
away from the area while 
the search continued.

Drones and at least three 
police dogs were used in the 
search, and deputies were 
checking empty trailer 
homes, Knudson said.

Chief Deputy Craig 
Strouse told The Gazette 
the Rock County Sheriff ’s 
Office was helping the state 
Division of Criminal Inves-
tigation with a drug inves-
tigation that resulted in a 
vehicle chase.

A sheriff ’s office news 
release indicates deputies 
were assisting DCI agents 
when a person wanted on 
drug charges fled in a vehi-
cle south from the area of 
County J and County O on 
Janesville’s southeast side.

The man jumped from 
his vehicle at Rockvale 
Mobile Home Park, 6219 
S. Highway 51, and fled on 
foot, Strouse said.

Several deputies and 
police dogs tracked the man 
north through the trailer 
court inside a perimeter 

Downtown Legacy Center could house urban market, coffee shop

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Sherri Stumpf, CEO of Blackhawk Community Credit Union, walks into what will be the Legacy Center for former General 
Motors workers during a tour of the former First National Bank building, 100 W. Milwaukee St., in downtown Janesville.

Blackhawk Tech 
lockdown lifted; 

suspect still sought

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A Rock County sheriff’s deputy stops a vehicle as it exits the 
Rockvale Mobile Home Park on Friday during a search for 
a suspect in a state Division of Criminal Investigation drug 
investigation. The suspect was thought to have jumped from 
his vehicle during a car chase.

City to help relocate tenants of apartments to be razedJANESVILLE

Planned River Flats 
apartments

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com
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‘Room to breathe’

Submitted image
This computer-generated image shows what the River Flats apartment com-
plex would look like in downtown Janesville.

A window on the upper floor of the future Legacy Center has 
a view of downtown Janesville.

Police chased 
drug case suspect 
who fled on foot

Consultant hired to help with River Flats project
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