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Some states struggling
Many are having a hard time dealing 

with the federal requirements for 

contact tracing. An Associated Press 

review found a patchwork of systems 

and capabilities around the country. 

Page 8B

Decline in travel 

hurts businesses
A statewide 40% drop 

in travel caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic 

is hitting roadside retail 

businesses hard. Page 2A

Remembering 

the ‘Gory Years’
From 1968 to 1992 the Green Bay 

Packers made the playoffs twice, 

and if you think this year’s draft 

was a disappointment, you probably 

don’t recall this era. Page 1B
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Clouds yielding 
to sun
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There’s nothing like clutching a capsized boat 

in the deep swells of the Indian Ocean with friends 

to discover their true nature.

Or racing across the unforgiving 

sands and mountains of Morocco 

on child-size motorbikes to discover 

inner strength.

Just ask Walker Richardson and 

Andrew Thompson.

The former Edgerton residents 

prefer epic journeys to rugged and 

faraway places with no backup, no 

support and no guides.

During the week, the thirtysome-

thing men hold professional jobs. 

Richardson, who lives in Columbus, 

analyzes data for an insurance com-

pany. Thompson, who lives in Madison, works as a 

financial adviser.

But when it comes to travel, they don’t want 

anything to do with exclusive resorts or sunny 

beaches.

Instead, bring on the challenging waters of the 

Zanzibar archipelago, the unknown back roads of 

Sri Lanka or the wild bears of Romania while trav-

eling in hollowed out mango trees, rickshaws or on 

monkey bikes.

The men have been friends since fourth grade 

and graduated from Edgerton High School in 

2005. While they were undergrads at UW-Madi-

son, they discovered a travel group based in the 

United Kingdom called The Adventurists.

The group’s founders create adventures with 

beginning and ending points, but they largely 

leave it up to the participants to find their ways in 

between. To make sure travelers are challenged, 

they use unsuitable vehicles prone to breakdowns.

Why?

Well, the founders explain it like this: Once 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Grace King came home to 

her parents in Janesville from 

UW-La Crosse on March 13.

Her spring break had started. 

It was also the day the first pos-

itive test for COVID-19 was 

recorded in her home county.

The family—Grace, her par-

ents and little brother Owen—

had planned a weeklong trip to 

Hawaii. The public knowledge 

of the pandemic was scant at 

that point. Rock County didn’t 

announce its first COVID-19 case 

until March 19.

That was the same day Wis-

consin announced its first two 

deaths.

Grace’s mother, Sara, said 

Hawaii had fewer COVID-19 

cases than Wisconsin at that 

point. She and her husband 

decided to go.

“Who’s to say? How do you 

know where you really got it?” 

Sara said.

They returned March 23, 

and three days later, Grace was 

running a fever.

The disease’s incubation 

period could be as long as 14 

days, so it’s possible she brought 

it home from college.

Rock County statistics show 

14 residents had tested positive 

by March 23, but Grace was not 

yet one of them.

The 18-year-old had the dis-

ease, but she wouldn’t know it for 

sure until eight days later. No one 

else in the King family got the dis-

ease, at least that they know of. 

Former Edgerton men prefer challenging travel off the beaten path

Submitted photo
This photo was taken in July 2016 during the Ngalawa Cup, a race in 
which participants sail in hollowed-out mango tree boats off the coast 
of Tanzania. Walker Richardson is controlling the tiller, while Jake Gafner 
sits on the spar and their friend sits in the boat. Later in the race, huge 
waves capsized the traditional sailing vessel. All of the men were rescued.
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College student details her battle with COVID-19 and her ongoing recovery

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Grace King, 19, looks out a window at her family’s home Tuesday in Janesville. King, who attends UW-La Crosse, 
recovered after being hospitalized for COVID-19.

By Gillian Flaccus and Jocelyn Gecker

Associated Press

Frustration is mounting as 

more families across the U.S. 

enter their second or even third 

week of distance learning—and 

some overwhelmed parents say 

it will be their last.

Amid the barrage of learning 

apps, video meet-ups and emailed 

assignments that pass as pan-

demic home school, some frus-

trated and exhausted parents are 

choosing to disconnect entirely 

for the rest of the academic year. 

Others are cramming all their 

children’s school work into the 

weekend or taking days off work 

to help their kids with a week’s 

worth of assignments in one day.

“We tried to make it work the 

first week. We put together a 

schedule, and what we found is 

that forcing a child who is that 

young into a fake teaching situ-

ation is really, really hard,” said 

Alexandra Nicholson, whose son 

is in kindergarten in a town out-

side Boston.

“I’d rather have him watch 

classic Godzilla movies and play 

in the yard and pretend to be a 

Jedi rather than figure out basic 

math.”

That stress is only compounded 

for families with multiple chil-

dren in different grades, or when 

parents work long hours outside 

the home. In some cases, older 

siblings must watch younger ones 

during the day, leaving no time for 

school work.

“I think the pressure is on and 

I think it’s on even more for some 

of our low-income families. It’s 

‘I just can’t do this’ 

Kara Illig via AP
Kara Illig’s son, Eli Illig, 10, sits at his computer in Ebensburg, Pa. The frus-
tration of parents is mounting as more families across the U.S. enter their 
second or even third week of total distance learning, and some say it will 
be their last.

Harried parents consider forgoing home school
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