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By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Fall is in full swing in Rock 

County, evidenced by people 

flocking to pumpkin patches 

and the season attractions built 

around the crop on some area 

farms.

At the tail end of a year-long 

drought, many pumpkin patches 

and fall-themed businesses 

have seen varying levels of crop 

production. Farmers are brac-

ing for a high demand for the 

orange winter squash bound to 

be carved into countless jack-o’-

lanterns.

At Skelly’s Farm Market in 

Janesville, Scott Skelly reported 
having a successful fall harvest 
and anticipates a significant 
turnout by people visiting his 
pumpkin patch. This time of the 
year is key to his bottom line, as 
October is peak pumpkin-buying 
season.

“We have a business that 
revolves around the Halloween 
holiday,” he said. “For us, our pri-
mary thing is pumpkins.”

Skelly’s harvest this year 
was relatively unaffected by the 
drought as his irrigation system 
compensated for rain deficits. 
But if he hadn’t irrigated, dry 
months are beneficial for grow-
ing pumpkins because the lack of 
standing water keeps disease and 

PUMPKIN POWER

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Zeke Stutzman and Kylie Murphy cart the pumpkins they chose with their twin boys, who have both run ahead, while visiting Skelly’s Farm 
Market on Tuesday. Below: Murphy places a second pumpkin into a wagon after weighing each.

In fall, Rock County farm markets run on

Area farms able  
to grow enough 
despite dry year

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville School 

Board approved linking 

future changes to the dis-

trict’s COVID-19 mask pol-

icy to Rock County’s COVID-

19 transmission rate and/or 

the vaccination rate of dis-

trict students and staff by a 

6-3 vote during its meeting 

Tuesday night.

The framework the board 

approved, which had the 

backing of district admin-

istration and the Janes-

ville Education Association, 

will require mask-wearing 

inside district buildings until 

either 80% of staff and stu-

dents in the district are fully 

vaccinated or Rock County 

achieves a low transmission 

rate based on rates laid out by 

the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention and 

Rock County Public Health 

Department. Rock County 

on Tuesday night had a high 

transmission rate, the high-

est of the CDC’s four trans-

mission levels.

Under the new system, 

“nobody is 

required to 

do anything” 

as far as get-

ting vacci-

nated goes, 

Superinten-

dent Steve 

Pophal said. 

He added 

the health department had 

reviewed the new policy and 

supported its implementa-

tion.

Board members Cathy 

Myers, Jim Millard, Karl 

Dommershausen,  Lisa 

Hurda, Elizabeth Paull, and 

John Hanewall were in the 

majority voting yes while 

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

Chickens only grow two wings.

That’s one of myriad factors Wiscon-

sin Restaurant Association President and 

CEO Kristine Hillmer described in an 

interview Monday when discuss-

ing the product shortage affect-

ing restaurateurs and most other 

businesses.

“There isn’t one fault and 

there’s not one solution,” Hillmer 

said. “After COVID-19, we are now 

seeing all the related ripple effects 

in the market.”

Unfortunately, Hillmer believes 

the product shortage is going to get worse.

Some of the most common shortages 

restaurateurs are struggling with 

are chicken wings and cook-

ing oil. Other shortages or price 

increases are affecting pasta and 

paper products such as carryout 

containers, straws and drink con-

tainer lids.

Restaurant owners are deal-

ing with worker shortages and 

hiccups in the supply chain with 

many items remaining in cargo ships in 

ports, keeping supplies from getting to 

manufacturers or out for further distribu-

tion.

Hillmer said one of the factors contrib-

uting to a meat and milk shortage goes 

back to the early days of COVID-19 when 

schools and restaurants were closed. Farm-

ers dumped their milk as they ran out of 

capacity to store it as end users—schools 

and restaurants—were shut down. Further 

complications emerged when there were 

Multiple factors contribute to difficulty restaurants are facing

Hillmer

Shortages of product, labor 
top list locally, nationwide

Turn to RESTAURANTS on Page 12A

Turn to FALL on Page 7A

Target 
metrics

Pophal

School board sets 
numbers it wants  

to see before making 
masks optional

Turn to MASKS on Page 12A

Invasive insects
Stink bugs that offend 

noses, devour southern 

Wisconsin crops have 

been spotted trying to 

find winter homes in 

Rock County. Page 3A

Flat brew
Freddie Freeman’s homer 

off Josh Hader in the eighth 

sends the Atlanta Braves 

past the Milwaukee Brewers 

and on to the NLCS with a 

3-1 series win. Page 1B
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