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Meeting hijacked
The Whitewater School 

Board had to cut its 

meeting short Wednesday 

after ‘hackers’ took over 

the board’s online Zoom 

session. Page 7A

New deployment
President Donald Trump 

says federal agents will be 

sent to US cities, including 

Chicago, in an apparent 

attempt to bolster police 

forces. Page 5B
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Kathy Strommen wants to 

be done looking out her win-
dow and seeing the deteriorat-
ing walls and sheets of plastic 
hanging from the duplex that 
sits about 6 feet to the west.

Jim Arndt, owner of the 
duplex at 2421-2423 Johnson 
St., said he is doing all he can 
to get the property to comply 
with the city’s building codes 
after regaining ownership in 
the fall.

Among the challenges was 
the temporary inability of the 

city to enforce property mainte-
nance because of the statewide 
safer-at-home order.

City Housing Director Kelly 
Bedessem on July 7 sent Arndt 
a director’s warning mandat-
ing improvements be finished 
at the property by Wednesday 
or else a property maintenance 
inspector would reinspect the 
property for a fee.

Arndt said Wednesday he 
had been painting the front of 
the house and had ordered sid-
ing for the rear, which should 
arrive next week. 

A city inspector performed 
an inspection Wednesday 
afternoon, Bedessem said. She 
did not say whether a citation 
would be issued.

Strommen, who has lived 

Neighbor pushes city to force fixes on duplex
After a 
complaint 
from a 
neighbor, 
the city 
has been 
working 
with the 
owner of 
a duplex 
on John-
son Street 
to make 
needed 
repairs.
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A doe and three fawns leisurely walk through an open field near the entrance of Riverside Park in Janesville on Wednesday morning.

Out for a stroll

Associated Press

MADISON

Racine, Green Bay and Superior joined 

Madison and Milwaukee as Wisconsin cit-

ies that passed mandates requiring people 

to wear masks in certain public settings, 

though Gov. Tony Evers has resisted issu-

ing a statewide order like those in place in 

many nearby states.

More than half of states have statewide 

mask mandates, including Illinois, Michi-

gan and Minnesota, which announced its 

on Wednesday.

The Racine, Green Bay and Superior 

city councils approved their cities’ require-

ments during meetings Tuesday night. They 

all take effect Monday. Racine County has 

the second-highest infection rate in the 

state, behind only Milwaukee County. 

Racine County’s infection rate is about 14 

cases per 1,000 people.

Green Bay is the state’s third-largest city 

and Racine is fifth. They, along with Supe-

rior, join the two largest cities, Milwaukee 

and Madison, and several other smaller 

communities and counties across the state 

in requiring masks. Whitewater’s city coun-

cil approved a mask ordinance Tuesday 

night that goes into effect Aug. 1.

Even as more local governments enact 

their own mask ordinances, creating a 

patchwork of mask requirements across 

the state, Evers has not issued a statewide 

mandate. The first-term Democrat said ear-

lier this month he was unlikely to enact such 

a mandate because the conservative-con-

trolled Wisconsin Supreme Court struck 

down his safer-at-home order in May. That 

did not include a mask requirement, but 

Virus hampered city’s  
response, official says

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Determination, strength 

and a little bit of luck helped 

Cheryl Heth defeat cancer 

twice.

Heth is a longtime sub-

stitute teacher who taught 

for 34½ years in the Janes-
ville School District. She 
doesn’t plan to risk possi-
ble COVID-19 exposure by 
returning to the classroom 
this fall.

“After you’ve gone 
through some of the treat-
ments for cancer and have 
had those feelings in your 
body, knowing what that’s 

like, I don’t need any new 
health experiences with 

coronavirus. I’ve had 
enough for 
now,” she 
said.

H e t h 
said she 
hopes to 
s u b s t i -

tute-teach 
eventually 
this year, 
but the cur-

rent health situation has 
too many unknowns.

Heth isn’t the only sub-

stitute teacher concerned 

about returning to the 
classroom during a pan-

demic. The school district 
is expecting a smaller pool 
of available substitutes to 
start the 2020-21 school 
year, Assistant Superin-

tendent Scott Garner told 
The Gazette.

“Some of our subs are 
retirees, which puts them 
in the more at-risk popu-

lation, and obviously when 
they go building to building, 

that could expose them to 
more concern,” Garner said.

The district will use 
online learning platforms 
this year, and that will 
change the way substitute 
teachers fill in for class-

room teachers.
In the past, a substitute 

teacher received a folder 
with that day’s lesson plan 
for in-person instruction, 
Garner said. Using the 
online platforms, absent 
teachers could post lessons 
online for students while 

subs monitor and help 

where needed.

For that reason, fewer 

substitutes might be 

needed this year.

The district will send a 

survey to past substitute 

teachers to gauge their 

interest and willingness 

to work this fall. Substi-

tutes make $120 per day 

in Janesville schools. They 

can make $130 per day if 

they complete professional 

Reservoir of subs could be shallow

Garner

Pandemic making fill-in teachers 
reluctant to go into classrooms

Turn to FIXES on Page 7A

More cities 
put mask 
mandates 

in place
Evers, citing court ruling, 

hesitates to declare  
statewide requirement

Turn to SUBS on Page 7A

Turn to MASKS on Page 7A

kicks
The Gazette | Thursday, July 23, 2020 | Section C

 Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-755-8255, glittle@gazettextra.com |

In ‘Living’
The novel coronavirus is putting 

extra stress on a limited number 

of pet food pantries. Page 3C

By Rob Owen

Tribune News Service

Due to the pandemic, original sum-

mer TV programming is at a low ebb, 

especially on the broadcast networks. 

Fox and The CW both held several 

spring/summer series for fall, which 

is starting to look like a smart move 

as most blue-chip scripted series have 

yet to resume production.

And while subscription streaming 

services, especially Netflix, continue 

to serve up new content this summer, 

the pandemic-generated economic 

crisis surely makes adding or even 

continuing to buy streaming services 

a challenge for many consumers.

But there’s another option: ad-sup-

ported, free streaming services. Yes, 

there are commercials on most of 

these services. And few offer orig-

inal programming, but these free 

streamers offer reruns of once-popu-

lar series, from “ALF” to “Mad Men.” 

(It’s worth noting that available con-

tent on free streamers can change reg-

ularly, often at the first of the month.)

Many free streamers ask users to 

create a free account to access the 

content. All are available on a web-

site or through an app on assorted 

devices—smart TVs, Android, iOS, 

Roku, Xbox One, Apple TV, Fire TV, 

etc. (Check with individual streamers 

to make sure they’re compatible with 

your particular device.)

Not all of these platforms are cre-

ated equal. Some are filled with cellar 

dweller dreck while others showcase a 

broader range of content. Here’s what 

you’ll find this month on the top free 

streamers:

Substitutions 

for streamers
 Æ TV services offer ad-supported 

alternatives to subscription outlets

By Anousha Sakoui being crowded and often unclean, 

have faced a raft of challenges.

tivity has 

detailed protocols that we believe 

will become the automatic default 

for all those production environ-

on hold
Hollywood

Reopening of film, TV industries hits roadblocks as COVID-19 pandemic endures

Silver screen 

still dark
TV, movie production 

still stunted more 

than four months into 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
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