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In ‘Living’
Workers at Disney World are being 

yelled at, pushed and spit on for 

enforcing COVID -19 rules. Page 3C

going 

Live
Going 

live
I get a little crabby  

when I can’t play, and for 

three months we didn’t have 

“ ”
 Greg Little

As weather, COVID-19 begin to break, more local stages welcoming back live music

Live music returns
Performances are  

starting to add up for local 

musicians and venues,  

who have suffered in  

near silence during the  

pandemic. kicks, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend Total
Cases .......... -6 -29 14,565*
Deaths ........ 1 0 163
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 16) 0 (from March 9)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 18%
*Six records were misclassified as confirmed cases 
but should have been considered “probable.”  As a 
result, there are six fewer confirmed cases March 17 
compared to March 16.

Associated Press

MADISON

As part of a statewide effort 

to provide the public more accu-

rate coronavirus data, Rock 

County reduced its total number 

of confirmed positive cases from 
14,571 reported Tuesday to 14,565 
reported Wednesday.

State health officials said Wis-
consin is “woefully behind” in 
cleaning up its COVID-19 data 
and has placed a renewed empha-
sis on making sure its case counts 
are more accurate.

Cases that were initially listed 
as being positive based on a rapid 
antigen test but were later deter-
mined to be negative based on the 

more accurate PCR test are being 
corrected, deputy secretary of the 
state Department of Health Ser-
vices Julie Willems Van Dijk said.

Over the past several weeks, 
about 3,000 confirmed cases were 
updated or corrected to proba-
ble and about 800 nonconfirmed 
cases were confirmed, resulting 
in about 2,200 fewer confirmed 
cases, the health department said.

There’s a concern the pub-
lic won’t understand why the 

numbers are changing, state offi-
cials told The Associated Press, 
even though they said it is part of 
a routine process that fell behind 
in the fall as COVID-19 cases were 
spiking.

“I think it’s fair to say we’re 
woefully behind in some of that 
cleanup work,” Willems Van Dijk 
said.

The verification work has 
ramped up the past two weeks, 
resulting in questions about 

why some numbers are chang-

ing, she said. The swings can 

be particularly noticeable now 

that case counts are lower, said 

Traci DeSalvo, director of the 

County numbers change as state cleans up COVID-19 data

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville, we may have a deer 

problem, and it’s our fault.

We created these strips of deer hab-

itat we call greenbelts.

We plant shrubs and trees deer like 

to eat, such as cedars and arbor vitae.

“Arbor vitae, cedar trees, those are 

pretty yummy snacks for them and 

are easy to find,” said Jason Cotter, 

DNR wildlife biologist for this area.

We manage the deer popula-

tion outside the city, but once they 

find their way in, they’re in a comfy, 

no-hunting zone.

For some, this is no problem. They 

like beautiful animals wandering 

through their backyards at dusk.

For others, deer are rats with 

hooves, nibbling at our landscap-

ing this time of year, when deer food 

is scarce. Case in point: Janesville’s 

jewel, Rotary Botanical Gardens.

“This is sort of like a buffet for 

them,” said Richard Eddings, a gar-

dens volunteer who helped plant 

some 15,000 bulbs last summer and 

fall. So when the tulips, hyacinths and 

other flowers bloom, the effect won’t 

be as spectacular as planned.

“That’s why I’m irritated,” Eddings 

said.

Eddings was showing visitors the 

deer damage Wednesday, pointing to 

where deer had pawed the just-emerg-

ing tips of the flowers and chewed 

them off.

Rows of arbor vitae are nothing but 

Officials: Wisconsin 
‘woefully behind’  

in revising case counts

Oh, deer! Hoofed critters find a home— 
and food—in the city

Three arborvitae trees that will have to be replaced after deer stripped their lower 
halves, a Rotary Botanical Gardens horticulturalist said Wednesday.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Rotary Botanical Gardens Horticulture Director Michael Jesiolowski, left, and worker Richard Eddings on Wednesday point 
to one of many areas where deer have dug up and eaten plants.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Tony Boparai’s 1-year-

old daughter, Reejh, was 
inspecting shiny, green 
Granny Smith apples 
perched on the fresh pro-
duce island of Boparai’s 
brand-new Roman’s Mar-
ket grocery store on Janes-
ville’s south side.

Boparai, 31, smiled 
as he watched his young 
daughter toddle off with 
a fresh apple, which she 
called a “yum-yum.”

The little girl’s senti-
ment, “yum,” is one that 
many Janesville south- 
siders might share when 
the new grocery store 
opens this weekend at 
2006 Center Ave.

Though the new store 
is small—3,000 square 
feet of retrofitted space in 
a former gas station—it’s 

the first full-service fresh 

food grocery to come to 

the south side since Pick 

‘n Save shuttered its Cen-

ter Avenue supermarket 

in 2017.

The grocery, which 

Boparai is opening in 

leased space, will offer 

south-siders fresh sta-

ples including fruit, dairy, 

meats and a deli.

It’s a spinoff from 

Roman’s Fuels, a local, 

family-owned chain of gas 

and liquor stores Bopa-

rai’s family operates. It’s 

the family’s first foray into 

running a grocery market.

It’s a project that has 

been in the makings since 

last fall. The store is now 

ready to open, and Boparai 

hopes it will bring conve-

nience and much-needed 

fresh food to residents 

who have had to make 

do without a nearby gro-

cery store for nearly half 

a decade.

Boparai thinks it’s a 

good sign that the two 

large-scale beverage 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Tony Boparai holds his daughter Reejh while stocking fresh 
tomatoes on a central fruit and vegetables stand inside his 
soon-to-open grocery store Roman’s Market, located at the 
intersection of Center and Kellogg Avenues on Janesville’s 
south side.

South side 
gains a small 
grocery store
3,000-square-foot 
business located 

on Center Avenue
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