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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 31 
Winds subsiding 

and cooler
More on 7A

All in the family
Endowment from Sterling 

North’s son ensures  

future of author’s  

childhood home in  

Edgerton. Page 3A

Dueling town halls
No debate tonight, but  

presidential candidates will 

appear in separate events on 

separate TV networks starting 

at the same time. Page 6B
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In ‘Living’
Families take precautions to ensure 

Halloween during COVID doesn’t 

become a nightmare. Page 3Ckicks

Creature featuresCreature features

Fright night films
A list of Halloween  

movie recommendations 

scares up everything 

from comedy to gore. 

kicks, inside

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Counselors in Janesville schools 

have been busy since school doors 
opened again this fall.

The number of students who need 
services hasn’t necessarily increased, 
but mental health issues seem ampli-
fied for those who are seeking help, 
said Julie Konstanz, a school counselor 
at Franklin Middle School.

“I think it’s about normal for the 
amount of people we’re seeing, but the 
issues that are coming to us are a little 

more significant than they have been 
in the past,” Konstanz said.

Many students are struggling with 
anxiety, fueled by uncertainty about 
school and whether they’ll have to 
switch to virtual learning. Others are 
more irritable and have shorter fuses 
but can’t explain why they feel that 
way, she said.

Some students feel hopeless amid 
the negative rhetoric surrounding the 
pandemic, Black Lives Matter conver-
sations and the election.

Current safety protocols also make 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Data shows COVID-19 is spreading 
more quickly through Rock County at 
gatherings and parties than in schools, 
said the county’s epidemiologist.

The number of school-aged chil-
dren, ages 4 to 17, who have tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus has soared 
since school reopened.

As of Tuesday, 192 school-aged chil-
dren had been infected with the virus 
since Sept. 1, Zupan said.

That’s a 40% increase from the 137 
school-aged kids who tested positive 
over five months from April to August, 
according to data from the Rock County 
Public Health Department.

COVID-19 activity has been increas-
ing in Rock County since the beginning 
of September, the same time schools 
reopened across the county.

Epidemiologist Nick Zupan said 
cases are not spreading widely through 
schools and classrooms, but rather kids 
are often contracting the virus outside 
of school and then exposing small num-
bers of classmates.

“I don’t know with schools being 
open if there is some kind of change 
in mentality in terms of people feeling 
more relaxed about getting together 

Connecting with kids

COVID-19 spreads among children
Epidemiologist: Soaring 
Rock County cases due  

to out-of-school gatherings By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
A Wisconsin judge on Wednesday tem-

porarily blocked an order from Gov. Tony 
Evers’ administration limiting the number 
of people who can gather in bars, restau-
rants and other indoor places, a move that 
comes as the state breaks records for new 
coronavirus cases, deaths and hospitaliza-
tions.

The Democratic governor’s order, issued 
by the Evers-appointed state health secre-
tary Andrea Palm last week, limited the 

number of customers in many indoor estab-
lishments to 25% of capacity. Gatherings in 
indoor spaces without an occupancy limit 
were limited to 10 people. The order does 
not apply to colleges, schools, churches, 
polling locations, political rallies and out-
door venues.

The Tavern League of Wisconsin, the 
powerful lobbying group for the state’s 
5,000 bars, restaurants and taverns, 
argued that the capacity limits amounted 
to “defacto closure.” It said that Palm didn’t 
have the legal authority to issue the order, 

Wisconsin judge blocks governor’s order limiting crowds

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Most kids don’t grow up 

wanting to be 911 dispatch-
ers.

Rather, their imagina-
tions often fixate on being 
firefighters or police offi-
cers.

Kathy Sukus 
knows that. But she 
wants to change the 
perception of dis-
patchers, who she 
says play a crucial 
role in public safety.

Promoting the 
importance of 
dispatchers also 
addresses a more immedi-
ate problem for the Rock 
County Communications 
Center.

Sukus, the center’s direc-
tor, said the center has had 
trouble with staff turnover 
in recent years, something 
that is happening to 911 
centers nationwide. What 
might make the problem 
in Rock County different, 
she said, is that the wages 
are lower than in nearby 911 
centers.

“This is as important a 
public safety position as 
police and fire,” Sukus said. 
“Because if we don’t get it 
right, it affects the entire 
outcome of the call some-
times.

“So that’s why I just take 
it to heart. I have been here 
since the place opened,” 

she said. “And I don’t want 

our level of service to be 

affected because we can’t 

get good people applying.”

Sukus asked Rock 

County Administrator Josh 

Smith to raise the starting 

wage for a telecommunica-

tor—a person who works 

as a call taker and a dis-

patcher—to $21.50 per hour 

from $19.85. The county 

board will consider Smith’s 

proposal.

Smith told The Gazette 

last week that the county 

could use new pub-

lic utility shared 

revenue from the 

Alliant Energy 

power plant in the 

town of Beloit to 

boost wages and 

hire a new training 

employee at the 911 

center.

The training 

employee would mean the 

center wouldn’t have to 

pull supervisors away from 

their normal work to train 

new employees, Sukus said. 

Those supervisors also take 

calls when the center is 

short-staffed.

She hopes raising the 

wage will attract more 

attention from applicants 

who might have stopped 

considering that career 

path because of the pay.

The job isn’t a typical 

Monday-to-Friday posi-

tion, Sukus said, and work-

ers can miss holidays, week-

ends or family events. But 

she said it’s an import-

ant job that deserves a pay 

boost, which could help the 

center compete with other 

Sukus

Rock County might 
add dispatcher  

pay raise to budget

 Æ Janesville school counselors work hard to reach students during pandemic

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Franklin Middle School counselor Julie Konstanz speaks with sixth-graders Olivia Rich, bottom left, and Amaya 
Henderson inside her office Wednesday in Janesville. While visits to the school counselor haven’t necessarily increased 
because of the pandemic, Konstanz believes everyday issues students bring to her office are causing more distress than 
in the past. Below: Henderson plays with a fidget spinner during the visit.

Many students are  

struggling with anxiety, 

fueled by uncertainty about 

school and whether they’ll 

have to switch to virtual 

learning. Others are more 

irritable and have shorter 

fuses but can’t explain why 

they feel that way, said Julie 

Konstanz, a school counselor 

at Franklin Middle School.

Struggles with staff 
turnover prompt 
director’s request
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