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By Lindsey Tanner

Associated Press

As the Trump administration 

pushes full steam ahead to force 

schools to resume in-person edu-

cation, public health experts warn 

that a one-size-fits-all reopening 

could drive infection and death 

rates even higher.

They’re urging a more cau-

tious approach, which many local 

governments and school districts 

are already pursuing.

But U.S. Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos doubled down on 

President Donald Trump’s insis-

tence that kids can safely return 

to the classroom.

“There’s nothing in the data 

that suggests that kids being in 

school is in any way dangerous,” 

she told Chris Wallace on “Fox 

News Sunday.”

Still, health experts say there 

are too many uncertainties and 

variables for back-to-school to be 

back-to-normal.

Where is the virus spreading 

rapidly? Do students live with 

aged grandparents? Do teachers 

have high-risk health conditions 

that would make online teaching 

safest? Do infected children eas-

ily spread COVID-19 to each other 

and to adults?

Regarding the latter, some evi-

dence suggests they don’t, but a 

big government study aims to 

find better proof. Results won’t 

be available before the fall, and 

some schools are slated to reopen 

Will US schools pass the test?
Experts say districts should decide  

based on local virus trends, not politics

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF JANESVILLE
A local farmer long involved in the 

big picture of agriculture was appointed 
last week to the Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Protection’s 
policy-setting board.

Gov. Tony Evers appointed Doug 
Rebout, rural Janesville, to the 
nine-member citizen board. The Gazette 
talked with Rebout about the difficult 
times in farm country, including trade, 
low prices, farm closures and mental 
stress.

Rebout is a partner in Roger Rebout 
& Sons Farms near Janesville, named 
for his late father. His partners are his 
mother, Mary Joan, and two brothers, 
Dan and David.

They work the farm their parents 
founded in 1963, which has expanded to 
about 4,200 acres, where corn and soy-
beans are their major crops along with 
winter wheat and alfalfa. They also raise 
beef cattle and heifers for the town of 
Magnolia dairy operation Larson Acres.

Rebout is the president of the Wis-
consin Corn Growers Association and 
a member of the Governor’s Task Force 
on Climate Change.

The Rebouts sold their cows and 
ended their longtime dairy operation in 
March because their longtime hired man 
took another job, it’s hard to find good 
help and because of the 24/7 stresses of 
running a dairy farm, Rebout said.

Rebout’s appointment to the 
nine-member board is for one year, to 
fill a vacant seat, but it’s likely the gov-
ernor would appoint him for a full six-
year term next year, he said. Appoint-
ments are subject to confirmation by the 
state Senate.

‘Hard 

to talk 

about’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A couple takes a close look at 1932 Rolls-Royce Phantom II Continental during a car show hosted by The British Boots and Bonnets Car 
Club at Janesville’s Rotary Botanical Gardens on Sunday.

Parked in the gardens

RELATED
• Local concerns: Rock County’s top 

public health official urges members of the 
public to wear masks to slow the spread of the 
new coronavirus./3A

Rock County farmer  
joins state panel trying 
address ag’s challenges 

Turn to FARM on Page 9A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Public and private groups 

involved in ARISE, a yearslong 
revitalization effort of down-
town Janesville’s riverfront, 
plan to use a recent survey to 
tap ideas other cities are using 
to boost their downtowns.

Maggie Darr, assistant 
to City Manager Mark Frei-
tag, said the public-private  
ARISEnow organization plans 
to reach out to three of the 19 
peer cities that responded to 
the Downtown Revitalization 
Survey.

Darr said three cities in par-
ticular laid out ideas that might 
mesh well with revitalization 
efforts underway in down-
town Janesville since the city 
launched ARISE six years ago.

“ARISEnow has asked the 

city to set up some follow-up 
meetings with those three 
municipalities so that we can 

dive deeper into some of the 
programs and strategies that 
they use,” Darr said.

Darr wouldn’t name the 

three peer cities because she 

said the city is still reaching 

out.

A review of other cities’ 

downtown strategies domi-

nates the 40-page report the 

city compiled from the survey, 

which was conducted earlier 

this spring by a paid city intern.

ARISEnow, which the city is 

involved in along with several 

downtown groups, had sug-

gested conducting the survey.

Cities that responded to the 

survey provided ideas on how 

they use public tax incentive 

programs, grants and private 

initiatives to identify and exe-

cute revitalization efforts in 

their downtowns.

The city in the survey also 

analyzed bicycling access, 

walkability and access to 

Importing ideas: ARISEnow reaches out for revitalization help

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Walkers make their way along the section of the Ice Age Trail that 
passes through downtown Janesville’s ARISE Town Square on Sun-
day.

Turn to HELP on Page 9A

Turn to TEST on Page 6A

Plenty of challenges
Brewers center fielder Lorenzo 

Cain had a disappointing 2019 

season, making the wait for 

2020 to start that much 

more difficult. Page 1B

Mueller weighs in
The prosecutor who charged 

Roger Stone says President 

Donald Trump’s ally was 

‘rightly’ convicted, despite 

Trump commuting Stone’s 

prison sentence. Page 8B

Vetoes undone
Wisconsin’s Supreme 

Court on Friday undid 

three of the vetoes Gov. 

Tony Evers used to change 

the Legislature’s budget it 

passed in 2019. Page 2A
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