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Elks eye SLC prize
The Elkhorn boys soccer 

team, led by Gavino Perez, 

scored a 3-1 rivalry win over 

Delavan-Darien on Thursday. 
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A better base
From your landscaping 

to your gutters to your 

pantry, find ways to 

improve your home. 

Home Improvements 

section, inside

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Paige Diehl let out an excited 

giggle Tuesday at her makeshift 
desk in the kitchen as she used 
markers to color and count 
scoops of ice cream on a work-
sheet.

“Mommy, I like math,” the 
kindergartner said.

“Vanilla ice cream is yummy. 
What flavor should I do for this 
one?” she asked her mother, 
Bethany, as she pointed to 

another scoop.
Paige settled on cherry and 

reached for a red marker. Down 
the hall, her sister, Abigail, stud-
ied for a math test in her bed-
room.

The Diehls are learning this 
year at the Janesville School 
District’s online school, ARISE 
Virtual Academy, along with 
other students and families 
who shifted to online learning 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The online school’s enroll-
ment has exploded from 243 

students last year to 3,097 full-
time students and an additional 
786 hybrid students this fall.

Abigail is a freshman who 
takes classes at Parker High 
School in the morning and 
returns home for afternoon 
classes at ARISE.

A learning curve
Bethany and Abigail say the 

online learning curve has been 
steep.

“For me, it hasn’t been great 

Families navigating the learning curve at ARISE

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kindergartner Paige Diehl works on a math lesson with her mother, Bethany, in the family’s kitchen. The 
Diehl daughters, Paige and Abigail, are doing much of their learning this year through the Janesville School 
District’s online school, ARISE Virtual Academy.

Virtual learning 
has its lessons

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If it were a fall afternoon in 

1970, Stan Fiedler’s garage atop 
the Prospect Avenue hill would 
be packed with a dozen or more 
teenage kids.

Somebody would be racking 
billiards on a pool table in the large 
garage—a space finished enough 
that it could have been the coolest 
apartment a 13-year-old boy could 
ever hope for. In the background, 
Tommy James and the Shondells’ 
“Crimson and Clover” would be 
playing on Fiedler’s jukebox, and 
popcorn would be bursting in a 
theater-style popper while pinball 
machines whizzed and buzzed.

A line of kids’ bicycles parked 
outside would give anyone who 
approached an idea of who was 
hanging out at Stan’s place.

From the late 1950s through 
the early 1990s, Stan Fiedler 
ran a teen hangout for junior 
high school-age kids—a bridge 
between their Little League years 
and their car-cruising days.

Fiedler died Sept. 6 at a Janes-
ville nursing home. He was 87.

Fiedler’s days of running 
Stan’s—a de facto, mostly free 
youth activity center in his garage 
at 408 Prospect Ave.—were long 
gone, replaced in the 1980s by a 
video game arcade in the same 
garage. The arcade ultimately 
closed in Fiedler’s later years.

But locals who hung out 
at Fiedler’s garage clubhouse 
(known as “Stan’s” or “Stan’s 
Place” and later “Stan’s Arcade”) 
remember the outsize role Stan’s 
and its host played in their 

‘Stan just 
gave you  
a place’

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville police are meet-

ing with school officials to take a 
“deep dive” into how they can con-
nect children with services with-
out involving the juvenile justice 
system, Chief Dave Moore said 
Thursday.

A Gazette analysis of school 
and police data published June 26 
showed that Black kids in Janes-
ville public schools face steep 
racial disparities in enforcement. 
They have been cited, arrested 
and referred to juvenile author-
ities at a rate that is more than 
seven times higher than the rates 
for other races.

At the July meeting of Rock 
County’s Criminal Justice Coor-
dinating Council, members were 

tasked with mov-
ing beyond the 
data and coming 
up with goals for 
their individual 
agencies to reduce 
racial disparities.

Law enforce-
ment leaders, law-
yers and human 
services officials 

returned to their next meeting 
held virtually Thursday after-
noon and shared their goals, 
which include body cameras and 
recruitment.

But the juvenile justice system 
was an area of focus for some of 
the speakers.

Black students made up 6.2% 
of the student population within 
Janesville public schools, but Black 
kids were one-third of all cita-
tions, arrests and referrals from 
the previous two school years, The 
Gazette analysis showed.

“My sense is that to get some 
of the services, we use a referral 
to get there,” Moore said Thurs-
day. “I’ve asked them to take a hard 
look at how we can get these ser-
vices without a referral to juvenile 
justice.”

Faun Moses, who heads the 
local state public defender’s office, 
said two of her office’s attorneys 
who handle juvenile cases meet 
quarterly with other stakehold-
ers. There have been discussions 
about the formation of a task force 
or committee to examine racial 

Juvenile 
justice 
gets a 

‘deep dive’
Janesville police, school 
officials meet to address 

racial disparities

 Æ Grown-up kids remember 
Fiedler’s garage clubhouse

Moore
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By Zeke Miller

Associated Press

MOSINEE

President Donald Trump 

stepped up his rhetoric Thursday 

on cultural issues, aiming to boost 

enthusiasm among rural Wisconsin 

voters as he tries to repeat his path 

to victory from four years ago.

Making his fifth visit to the piv-

otal battleground state this year, 

Trump views success in the state’s 

less-populated counties as critical to 

another term. He held a rally Thurs-

day evening in Mosinee, in central 

Wisconsin, an area of the state that 

shifted dramatically toward Repub-

licans in 2016, enabling Trump to 

overcome even greater deficits in 

urban and suburban parts of the 

state.

Trump has increasingly used his 

public appearances to elevate cul-

tural issues important to his gen-

erally whiter and older base as he 

hinges his campaign on turning 

out his core supporters rather than 

focusing on winning over a narrow 

Trump heats up culture war during Wisconsin stop

Associated Press
Supporters of President Donald Trump cheer as he arrives to speak 
at a campaign rally at Central Wisconsin Airport on Thursday in 
Mosinee.

President aims to boost 
enthusiasm in rural areas
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