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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........89 +38 12,023
Deaths ........0 -2 114
 Total Change
Hosp. .....24 (Dec. 30) -3 (from Dec. 24)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 38%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

There will be  

no paper Friday.  

Be safe and have 

a happy new year.

2020
THE YEAR IN STORIES

An unusual year created an  
unusual situation for The Gazette’s 
annual list of top stories. Due to the 
overwhelming amount of COVID-19 

news this year, we produced two lists, 
one for general news stories and  

another for COVID-19-related stories.

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

In a year of amazingly dismal 

and shocking news headlines, of 

stories that often hinged on the 

vagaries, tragedies and complex-

ities of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the one thread that shot through 

it all has been politics.

And politics is what President 

Donald Trump brought here 

during his failed quest to hold on 

to the White House.

Some Rock County residents 

might—or might not—have been 

surprised in October, when Trump 

shook off the shackles of his bout 

with COVID-19 to continue his 

barnstorming re-election tour.

His stop in Janesville is The 

Gazette’s top story of the year.

When Trump touched down at 

the Southern Wisconsin Regional 

Airport for a late-evening rally 

Oct. 17, it was deep in the cam-

paign season.

His visit occurred during a 

spike in COVID-19 cases that hit 

Rock County so hard that some 

county officials urged the pres-

ident to reconsider a visit that 

would draw thousands of people.
Trump had scuttled his Oct. 

3 trip to Janesville after he con-
tracted COVID-19 and was briefly 
hospitalized.

But neither the pandemic’s 
rampage through Wisconsin nor 
his own illness stopped the pres-
ident, and droves of his followers 
turned out on a blustery Saturday 
hours before he was to arrive at 
the airport.

The visit was a part of a high-
stakes bid to secure Wisconsin, 
a battleground state, and it was 

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks during an Oct. 17 campaign rally at the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport in 
Janesville.

No. 1: Trump lands in Janesville

TOP GENERAL NEWS STORIES

TOP COVID-19-RELATED STORIES

Gazette staff

Following the lead of government officials 
nationwide, Gov. Tony Evers issued a statewide 
safer-at-home order March 25, effectively shut-
ting down all “nonessential” in-person services 
and gatherings.

It was early in the pandemic, and public 
health officials believed the order was the best 
initial action to take to help prevent the spread of 
the novel coronavirus and the disease it causes, 
COVID-19.

The order was short-lived. The state Supreme 
Court on May 13 struck it down in a 4-3 decision  
after Republican state lawmakers challenged it 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Nicole White serves a drink to a customer while bartending 
at Friendly Tap in Janesville on Oct. 7. Gov. Tony Evers had 
issued a new statewide order that limits the size of crowds 
in bars, restaurants and the public spaces to no more than 
25% of the total occupancy limit for a room or building. 
Exemptions were given to schools, polling locations, polit-
ical rallies and some businesses such as grocery stores.

No. 1: Shutdown orders 
are on again, off again

By Ashley McCallum  

and Jonah Beleckis
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JANESVILLE
Storing and distribution 

requirements for COVID-
19 vaccines have prompted 
Mercyhealth to reach out 
to its community partners, 
including police officers, 
to give them the vaccines 
before they expire, an offi-
cial said Wednesday.

That led to 56 sworn 
Janesville police officers 
receiving their first vac-
cine doses Monday night, 
said Deputy Chief Terry 
Sheridan.

Recommendations for 
vaccine distribution have 
prioritized health care 
workers and residents of 
long-term care facilities, 
with emergency person-
nel—including police—
being next in line.

Mercyhea l th  had 
intended to vaccinate only 
health care workers with its 
first shipment of vaccines, 
but storage and expiration 
requirements pushed some 
other Rock County officials 
ahead in line, Don Janczak, 
Mercyhealth’s director of 
pharmacy, said in an email 
to The Gazette.

“The vaccine is very deli-
cate and has nontraditional 
storage and expiration 
requirements,” Janczak 
said. “This forces us to ‘use 
it or lose it’ within a short 
time frame. We are also 
adhering to the goal of zero 
waste.”

Mercyhealth is not alone. 
Many states are improvis-
ing new delivery systems 
and rewriting vaccina-
tion priorities as they and 
health institutions struggle 
with the logistics of keep-
ing the shots cold and orga-
nizing groups of people to 
receive them.

The vaccine created by 
Pfizer requires extremely 
cold storage and must be 
used quickly once thawed. 
That is the only kind of 
vaccine Mercyhealth has 

‘Use  
it or 

lose it’
Some Janesville 
police officers 

receive COVID-19 
vaccinations

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
There were more non-

fatal opioid overdoses in 
Janesville in 2020 than 
any year since 2015, but 
the number of fatalities 
remained level with 2019, 
according to police depart-
ment data shared Wednes-
day.

Janesvi l le  off icer 
Chad Woodman, who is 
the department’s DROP 
(death, recovery or prison) 
program officer, told The 
Gazette that he saw “height-
ened levels” of overdoses 
between the middle of 
March and the middle of 
June—the first few months 
that COVID-19 hit the area.

He said the department 
as of Wednesday tallied 
52 nonfatal opioid over-
doses in 2020 and nine 
fatal ones. Those numbers 
could change with the lim-
ited time left in the year or 
if Woodman learns of any 
others the department’s 
detectives are investigat-
ing.

Those figures come after 

JANESVILLE

Opioid overdoses

SOURCE: Janesville Police Department
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Opioid 
stats 
mixed
More overdoses  

in 2020; fatalities 
level with 2019
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