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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Mattie Jones
•Raymond Leo Monahan
•Sandra Pearl Payton
•Matthew Allen Sadler
•Mary J. “Jean” Skelly

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 44  
Clouds giving way 

to some sun
More on 7A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mark Karrels looks at a photo 

of a man named Tom every time 

he opens his wallet.

Tom was missing nearly every 

other tooth when Karrels met him 

years ago at HealthNet of Rock 

County’s dental clinic.

“I took a before and after pic-

ture to remind me a simple act of 

me taking a couple hours to fabri-

cate this partial denture changed 

this guy’s life,” said Karrels, a den-

tist.

Volunteers such as Karrels 

have guided every innovation at 

the free and charitable health 

clinic over its 25-year history, said 

Ian Hedges, CEO of HealthNet. 

HealthNet opened in 1994 with 

the mission of providing afford-

able health care to underserved 

Rock County residents, many of 

whom struggled with chronic 

conditions such as diabetes or 

high blood pressure.

25 years  
of HealthNet

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Physician Bill West, right, examines a patient’s foot with assistance from interpreter Loandra Yan-
zapanta, left, on Wednesday at HealthNet’s clinic in downtown Janesville.
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Top: Alice Plautz arranges medica-
tions at HealthNet shortly before 
she retired in 2000. She was the 
organization’s executive direc-
tor at the time. Center: HealthNet 
staff nurse Michelle Kontny con-
ducts a medication consultation 
with a patient in 2008. Bottom: 
Pharmacist Mike Dow prepares 
prescriptions at HealthNet  
on Jan. 25, 2011.

Gazette file photos

Clinic celebrating 
anniversary April 18

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A steering committee oversee-

ing research for a new indoor sports 

complex in Janesville narrowed the 

project’s focus to four potential loca-

tions.

The sites include space inside the 

Janesville Mall, on the eastern edge 

of Palmer Park, at the Marling Lum-

ber site along the Rock River, or at a 

vacant site near the intersection of 

Wright Road and Milwaukee Street.

The complex would likely pro-

vide at least one permanent ice 

rink for hockey plus flexible space 

for other youth sports. If built, it 

would replace the aging Janesville 

Ice Arena.

Janesville issued a request for site 

proposals, and the steering commit-

tee met Thursday afternoon to dis-

cuss six site submissions it received 

from private landowners. The com-

mittee also considered six city-

owned locations.

Committee members graded the 

six private submissions based on 

criteria such as Interstate accessi-

bility and proximity to hotels and 

restaurants. Finding the right loca-

tion could lead to a larger economic 

impact for Janesville businesses, 

they said.

The committee eliminated a 

handful of sites because they had 

space constraints or because they 

were too far from city bustle. Pri-

vate submissions that did not make 

the cut included one at the former 

General Motors site, one at McCor-

mick Crossing on the city’s far north 

side and one along the bend in High-

way 14 near Wuthering Hills Drive.

Of the six city-owned sites, only 

one—Palmer Park—was deemed 

worthy of further research. Like the 

private submissions, the committee 

eliminated the other five because of 

a relatively remote location or con-

fined spaces.

The Palmer Park site would be 

City panel scouts 
arena locations

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
Two weeks after then-eighth 

grader Lane Schweitzer hit his 
head in gym class at Elkhorn 
Middle School, his father, Chad, 
noticed a different look in his son’s 
eyes.

Lane was looking through 
him—not at him.

Then the stuttering started. 
Lane eventually lost his speech 
and couldn’t use most of his right 

side. He couldn’t hold a fork.

What his parents learned was a 

traumatic brain injury meant the 

honor-roll student couldn’t even 

write, Chad said.

Life through Lane’s eyes

Submitted photo
Lane Schweitzer poses for a photo with his truck, Big Blue.

MEMORIAL SERVICES
What: Memorial services for 

Lane Schweitzer
When: Visitation is 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Saturday. Services will start 
at 2 p.m.

Where: Elkhorn Middle School, 
627 E. Court St., Elkhorn. Enter 
through Door 11.

Four sites identified for desired sports facility

 Æ Deceased teen’s family  
remembers his perseverance

The complex would likely provide 

at least one permanent ice rink for 

hockey plus flexible space for other 

youth sports. If built, it would replace 

the aging Janesville Ice Arena.

Turn to ARENA on Page 7A

Turn to HEALTHNET on Page 7A

Turn to LANE on Page 6A

Sheriff’s deputy arrested
Janesville police arrested a Rock 

County Sheriff’s Office deputy  

on domestic violence charges; the  

deputy has been placed on paid 

administrative leave. Page 3A

Clinched! With their 128-122 

win in Philadelphia, 

the Bucks guaranteed 

they will finish with the 

NBA’s best record and 

home-court advantage 

in the playoffs. Page 1B
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