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OBITUARIES, 7A-8A
•Dr. Paul Bennett
•Joan Rita Bjelde
•Paul W. Case
•Donald G. Gies
•Lawrence A. “Larry” Hausner

•Alan Lyle Laughlin
•Asher M. “Lily” Bondehagen Meskan
•Connie J. McKearn
•James F. “Jim” Reuterskiold
•Tara Lee Warden

County races
The Gazette caught up 

with several candidates 

running for Rock County 

Board seats across the 

county.  Page 6A

Taking the leap
All-American player Johnny 

Davis of the Wisconsin Badgers 

announced Thursday he will 

enter the 2022 NBA draft.  

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 32  

Partly sunny  
and chilly

More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A person walks along the edge of the Rock River past a snow-covered tree in Janesville early Thursday morning. About 2 
inches of snow fell, and a possibility of a wintry mix is in the forecast for Saturday.

Spring snowfall drapes southern Wisconsin

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

If the dynamics weren’t so 

similar to national trends in both 

the public and private job sectors, 

recent employee turnover at City 

Hall would be eye-catching.

One might need to look no 

farther than two resignations 

over the past three months: The 

departure of Economic Devel-

opment Director Gale Price and 

Department of Public Works 

Director Paul Woodard.

Between the two employ-

ees, Price and Woodard had 

amassed more than 50 years of 

collective institutional knowl-

edge as careerlong municipal 

government employees who had 

risen to the top of their respec-

tive division at City Hall. Wood-

ard, who supervised 130 workers 

and whose last annual payday 

as public works chief was listed 

at $153,000, said he was leaving 

City Hall for other work. Price 

left his post earlier in 2022 for an 

executive-level job in the private 

sector at a local bank.

The city of Janesville is 

actively recruiting to fill those 

two major roles. But the gap that 

Woodard’s and Price’s departure 

leaves embodies just two of the 

dozens of emerging openings at 

City Hall over the past year.

The churn
Janesville City Manager Mark 

Freitag and Tera Semanchuk—

the city’s new human resources 

Janesville City Hall takes on staff turnover
Staffing woes extend 
beyond private sector

By Harrison Freuck

hfreuck@apg-wi.com

Rock County has been 

under drought conditions 

for a full year now, accord-

ing to the U.S. Drought 

Monitor, but one model 

predicts the dry weather 

will dissipate in the com-

ing months.

All of the county is still 

considered to be in “mod-

erate drought,” according 

to the monitor, a group 

based at the University of 

Nebraska. The drought had 

been considered “severe” 

as recently as the first week 

of October. Rock County 

has had a designation of 

“abnormally dry” or worse 

for every week dating back 

to March 16, 2021, leaving 

the county with low lev-

els of water that adversely 

affect agriculture.

Hydrologist Sarah Mar-

quardt of the National 

Weather Service office in 

Sullivan said the north-

ern half of Rock County 

saw about 4 inches of pre-

cipitation in March while 

the southern half of the 

county collected about 

3 inches. While both of 

these totals are above the 

annual March precipita-

tion average of 2.25 inches, 

there still remains a 4-inch 

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As staff and students at St. John 

Vianney Catholic School sat in the 

commons area Thursday afternoon, 

the student council’s public relations 

officer Kaitlyn McKay began to talk 

about why they were there.

“Every year we like to give back 

to the community,” McKay told the 

crowd, with the Janesville Craig 

High School Student Council sitting 

in front.

“This year, we picked somebody 

from St. John’s that is a familiar face 

to most of us standing up here, and 

she is a great person,” McKay contin-

ued. “I did not get the honor of being 

taught by her, but a lot of my peers 

did.”

And then came the big surprise.

“So Mrs. Arndt? Would you accept 

this donation of $5,000?”

The crowd cheered as kinder-

garten teacher Mary Arndt walked 

toward the student council with her 

hands over her mouth as she began 

to tear up. She hugged many of her 

former students before giving a short 

speech to the crowd.

Arndt and her husband both have 

battled cancer multiple times in their 

lives, and last year, they had cancer 

at the same time. That’s partly why, 

she told The Gazette, they started the 

Bob and Mary Arndt Cancer Endow-

ment Fund. That fund is the recipient 

of the $5,000 donation.

Stefanie Hanson, adviser for the 

student council and a science teacher 

Show of support: Craig students donate to cancer fund

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
St. John Vianney Catholic School kindergarten teacher Mary 
Arndt is surprised with a check for $5,000 by the Janesville 
Craig High School Student Council during an assembly in the 
school’s commons area Thursday afternoon. The money is for 
the Bob and Mary Arndt Cancer Endowment Fund.

March rainfall chips 
away at drought
One source  

thinks dry stretch 
will end soon

BY THE NUMBERS
Janesville’s rainfall 
through March 28
2021: 4.98 inches
2022: 3.45 inches

Turn to STAFFING on Page 8A

The gap that Paul Woodard’s  

and Gale Price’s departure leaves 

embodies just two of the dozens of 

emerging openings at City Hall over 

the past year.

Turn to SUPPORT on Page 6A

Turn to DROUGHT on Page 6A

The crowd cheered as kindergarten 

teacher Mary Arndt walked toward  

the student council with her hands  

over her mouth as she began to tear 

up. She hugged many of her former 

students before giving a short speech 

to the crowd.
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