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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 58  

Partly sunny  
and warm

More on 9A

Playoff push
Tyrone Taylor homered in 

the fifth and the Brewers 

rallied in the seventh for 

a critical 3-2 victory over 

the host Reds on Tuesday. 

Page 1B

More fire talks
Town of Beloit wants to 

continue negotiating with 

the city of Janesville on 

sharing fire department 

resources. Page 3A
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Top: Sue Wellnitz, left, is all smiles after knocking Nancy Flanagan’s puck onto the point-
less dashed line in the scoring triangle while playing shuffleboard Tuesday morning at 
Riverside Park in Janesville. The outdoor shuffleboard courts were recently restored by 
the Friends of Riverside Park group. Above: Nancy Flanagan propels her puck toward 
the scoring triangle.

Playing board games outside

By Carla K. Johnson

Associated Press

The U.S. death toll from 

the coronavirus topped 

200,000 Tuesday, by far the 

highest in the world, hitting 

the once-unimaginable 

threshold six weeks before 

an election that is certain to 

be, in part, a referendum on 

President Donald Trump’s 

handling of the crisis.

“It is completely unfath-

omable that we’ve reached 

this point,” said Jennifer 

Nuzzo, a Johns Hopkins 

University public health 

researcher, eight months 

after the scourge first 

reached the world’s richest 

nation, with its state-of-the-

art laboratories, top-flight 

scientists and stockpiles of 

medical supplies.
The number of dead is 

equivalent to a 9/11 attack 
every day for 67 days. It is 
roughly equal to the popu-
lation of Salt Lake City or 
Huntsville, Alabama.

And it is still climbing. 
Deaths are running at close 
to 770 a day on average, and 
a widely cited model from 
the University of Washing-
ton predicts the U.S. toll will 
double to 400,000 by the 
end of the year as schools 
and colleges reopen and 
cold weather sets in. A vac-
cine is unlikely to become 
widely available until 2021.

“The idea of 200,000 
deaths is really very sober-
ing, in some respects stun-
ning,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, 

‘Unfathomable’
US death toll from virus hits 200,000
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Two women, one wear-

ing a plastic face shield and 
the other carrying at least 
two cloth masks in her 
purse, walked past a closed 
North Main Street tavern 
Tuesday afternoon.

The tavern, Legends, 
had a sign in the window 
announcing its temporary 
closure “due to a couple of 
positive COVID tests within 
the Legends family.”

One of the women, a 
Sharon resident who said 
her name was Sandy, was 
heading home from an 
orthodontist appointment 
in Janesville. Sandy said 
she had never seen such an 
elaborate setup of mask-
ing, air-cleaning machin-
ery and sanitation rules in 
place like the ones at her 
orthodontist’s office.

Sandy had heard that 
Gov. Tony Evers on Tuesday 

had extended his statewide 
masking mandate that was 
set to expire Monday. Nov. 
21 is the governor’s new 
sunset for a mask mandate 
that has been in effect since 
August.

But, as in all things 
COVID-19, government 
mandates could change 
depending on the progres-
sion of the pandemic this 
fall.

Local residents, school 
officials, state lawmak-
ers and business opera-
tors sounded off on the 
masking mandate Tues-
day. Some support the gov-
ernor’s move, while others 
say they accept the decision 
as an unsurprising develop-
ment given a major spike in 

RELATED
• ‘Alarming increase’: As 

coronavirus case numbers soar, Evers 
extends mask mandate./Page 9A

Reactions run 
gamut as mask 
edict extended
Some in support; others resigned

Turn to MASK on Page 9A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School 

District has established 
new goals for the 2020-21 
school year after COVID-
19 derailed some of the dis-
trict’s 2019-20 goals or made 
it difficult to judge progress 
made toward them.

Many of the 2020-21 
goals are designed to keep 
the district headed toward 
its “promises,” which are 
five-year goals the district 
set out in 
2017 in the 
hopes of 
i m p r o v -
ing dis-
trict edu-
cation and 
offerings by 
2022.

S u p e r -
intendent 
Steve Pophal said despite 
having to alter some of the 
strategic plan, it still influ-
ences a lot of the day-to-day 
experiences for staff and 
students.

“Our strategic plan is 
really our foundation and 
our driver for our deci-
sion-making process as we 
decide what kind of pro-
gramming we should have 
in place. … We do have to 
pay attention to the fact 
that we’re a school and 
we’re about kids learn-
ing, their social/emotional 
needs, and making sure 
they’re fed and doing all 
the other things that they 
do in the school district,” 
Pophal said.

The district remains 
focused on reading profi-
ciency among its third-grad-
ers.

By the end of this school 
year, the district hopes to 
increase the number of 
third-graders able to read at 

Pophal

School 
district 
updates 

promises
Changes address 

reading levels, 
COVID-19 concerns
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