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L.A.-Bron
James agrees to four-
year, $154-million 
contract with Lakers. 
Page 1B

Major changes
Salvation Army  
welcomes new duo  
to Janesville. Page 3A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Jess L. Louison

•David “Dave” L. Peters

•Mary Jane Vultaggio

•Eileen J. Walker

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 62  

Mostly sunny
More on 7A

By Anh Do

Los Angeles Times

CAMP PENDLETON, CALIF.

As a refugee, Lynn Le 

landed at Camp Pendleton 

among thousands of moth-

ers and fathers clutching 

their children, desperately 

searching for a sign that at 

last they would be safe in 

America, far from Commu-

nist persecution at the end 

of the Vietnam War.

Her father, Phong Le, 

held her close to his side. A 

barracks door opened and a 

man walked toward them, 

saying words they didn’t 

understand. But when the 

stranger extended both 

arms to tickle the 7-year-

old, they both knew they 

were on friendly ground.

The year was 1975 and 

Le, the youngest of three, 

never forgot how the Ma-

rines quickly came to their 

aid with clothing “with 

sleeves so long we thought 

we would never grow into 

them,” she said.

“Boy, we were freezing 

and grateful to have both 

the jacket and the camp 

enclosing us. Whenever 

anyone mentions Pendle-

ton, I get these soft, warm 

feelings,” the San Jose busi-

ness consultant said.

With the fall of South 

Vietnam, Camp Pendleton 

became a refugee camp for 

thousands of Vietnamese 

families who made it to 

America. The camp is con-

sidered one of the starting 

points of Vietnamese Amer-

ican life, a place where 

successful communities 

across the nation got their 

start. Refugees still look 

back with appreciation to 

the welcome the American 

government offered.

Now, Camp Pendleton 

is one of several military 

installations that until re-

cently were under review 

for a temporary detention 

center for migrants—many 

flowing out of Mexico and 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF DARIEN

Four months after a 

string of drug busts impli-

cated employees at a town 

of Darien strip club, the 

Darien Town Board looks to 

tighten its regulation of sex-

ually oriented businesses.

Vegas Gentlemen’s Club 

is an unassuming building 

nestled at the edge of a 

sprawling corn field where 

Highway 14 splits from 

Highway 11.

It’s one of two strip clubs 

in the town of Darien. The 

other, Show Palace, is south 

of Interstate 43 on the 

town’s southern edge.

In February, Vegas Gen-

tlemen’s Club was tied up in 

a string of drug busts that 

played out across southern 

Wisconsin. Several people 

associated with the club, 

including a bartender and 

a dancer, were arrested on 

charges of delivering co-

caine, according to a crimi-

nal complaint filed Feb. 28. 

Some of the transactions 

took place at the club, ac-

cording to the complaint.

New ordinances being 

considered by the town 

board were suggested by 

the Walworth County Sher-

iff ’s Office, which has said 

updating ordinances reg-

ulating sexually oriented 

business could help depu-

ties.

Walworth County sher-

iff ’s Capt. Dave Gerber said 

the sheriff ’s office recently 

has seen an uptick in calls 

to Vegas Gentlemen’s Club. 

The arrests in February, 

which were the result of a 

months-long operation that 

involved the U.S. Drug En-

forcement Administration, 

pushed the sheriff ’s office 

into discussions with the 

town regarding ordinance 

changes.

“We saw quite a few calls 

for service. It’s draining,” 

Gerber said. “When we’re 

continually going to the 

same place over and over 

again, it’s a drain on our 

services.”

Attorneys with the town 

still are crafting the new 

ordinances, and the town 

board will take them up 

at its July 10 board meet-

ing. Based on suggestions 

from the sheriff ’s office, 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The Darien Town Board might tighten regulation of sexually 
oriented businesses after a string of drug busts implicated 
employees at Vegas Gentlemen’s Club, W9031 Highway 14.

Strip clubs could 
see tougher rules
Drug bust brought 
increased attention

Turn to DARIEN on Page 7A

‘Soft, warm feelings’: Family separations puzzle Vietnamese refugees

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON
Driving into Edgerton 

on Highway 51, Tom Dick-
inson saw lights on in the 
basement of the T.W. Dick-
inson Warehouse.

It was about 10 p.m. He 
walked into the warehouse 
to find his father—also 
named Tom Dickinson—
working on tobacco clip-
pings in the waning years 
of the family’s 100-year to-
bacco venture.

That scenario played 
out many 
times be-
fore his fa-
ther died. 
Many of the 
memories 
Dickinson 
has of his 
father and 
g r a n d f a -
ther—the 

original Tom Dickinson—
are connected to that 
building.

The building is not just 
a time capsule for his fami-
ly, but for Edgerton’s entire 
tobacco industry, Dickin-
son said.

That’s why he wants to 
transform the first floor of 
his family’s warehouse into 
a museum, a space that 
would pay homage to the 
history of agricultural and 
industrial tobacco produc-
tion in Edgerton.

In 1918, at the peak of 
tobacco production, Edg-
erton farmers harvested 
62.4 million pounds of 
tobacco, according to a 
previous report in The Ga-
zette. The city is proud of its 
reputation as the region’s 
first home of commercial 
tobacco.

But Dickinson needs 
help to create the museum. 
He said he hopes to find 
one big donor or investor 
to help finance the project.

Dickinson estimates 

renovations will cost 

$350,000 to $400,000. 

The building is structurally 

sound, but many updates 

are needed to bring it up 

to code.

His dream is for the 

warehouse to be part of 

a museum campus, com-

plete with indoor and out-

door displays stretching 

from his building to the 

former Pauline Pottery 

factory.

Cleaning house

The 12,000-square-foot 

building has served as 

storage space for Dickin-

son and his family for 100 

years. It was packed to 

the brim with furniture, 

tobacco equipment, uni-

forms from various wars, 

trunks and other personal 

belongings.

An auction was held last 

month to clean it out, Dick-

inson said. Many items 

were sold, including his-

toric tobacco artifacts he 

wished could have stayed 

with the building.

Some items were sold 

Leafy legacy
Heir to former Edgerton tobacco warehouse seeks help on museum

This is where we had our first taste of what it meant to be 

warm and safe in our new home. We have amazing memories 

of camp that we can keep in our hearts forever.

Lynn Le, former refugee from Vietnam

“ ”

Above: The T.W. Dickinson 
tobacco warehouse in down-
town Edgerton has been in 
Tom Dickinson’s family for 
100 years. He wants to trans-
form it into a multi-use build-
ing with a tobacco museum 
documenting Edgerton’s 
tobacco history. Left: This 
bag of tobacco seed from 
1948 was found on the first 
floor of the warehouse.

Dickinson

Turn to MUSEUM on Page 6A

Turn to REFUGEES on Page 8A
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