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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 43  

Intervals of clouds 
and sun

More on 5A

New state order
Citing grim mortality  

projections, Gov. Tony Evers 

introduces another order 

to urge Wisconsinites to 

stay home through April 24. 

Page 2A

Volunteers sought
Area food pantries are 

looking for help packaging 

food to be delivered to 

those in need. Page 3A

New addition
The Packers are 

expected 

to sign 

free agent 

wide receiver 

Devin Funchess. Page 1B

©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON

L
eave it to the simple shape of a 
heart to bring people together, 
even in a crisis.

Paper hearts of all sizes and col-

ors have been appearing in windows 

and on doors and mailboxes. People 

are encouraged to “hunt” for hearts, 

and when they can’t go out, to con-

nect through a Facebook group.

The Happy Heart Hunt started 
small.

A week ago, teachers at Milton 
East Elementary School were work-
ing on virtual learning plans and 
thinking about how kids could keep 
busy. It was St. Patrick’s Day, and 
they talked about the fun of sharing 
pictures of shamrocks online.

First-grade teacher Leslie Bris-
sette saw an online post and credits 
kidsforpeaceglobal.org and Heather 

Solidarity at heart

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Chelsea LaVeen, 11, smiles as she draws hearts on the sidewalk with chalk Tuesday outside her family’s Janesville home. A Facebook 
group called Happy Heart Hunt, started by a group of Milton East Elementary School teachers, has inspired people across the world to cre-
ate hearts in their homes for others to see and to hunt for hearts in their communities. Below: A heart cutout and a note explaining the Happy 
Heart Hunt sit on a doorstep on South Terrace Street in Janesville on Tuesday.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Officials in Rock County don’t 

know how long local stockpiles 

of personal protective equipment 

will last in the face of the global 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Local health care workers 

and law enforcement officials 

have what they need for now, but 

Rock County’s emergency opera-

tion center recognizes the impact 

of nationwide supply shortages 

could hit home soon, said Tammy 

Kettleson, administrative assis-

tant for Rock County’s emergency 

management bureau.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The COVID-19 crisis has mobi-

lized Janesville fabric mill Monte-

rey Mills to pivot quickly into pro-

ducing a safety item officials say is 

in desperately short supply: cloth 

face masks.

Monterey Mills announced on 

its website this week that it has 

partnered with another Wiscon-

sin company, Elder Flag, to pro-

duce cloth barrier masks that 

health care workers and oth-

ers can use as they treat patients 

Milton teachers’ social media campaign for unity spreads beyond city’s borders

Donations 
accepted

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Dr. Preyanshu Parekh speaks with 
an individual suffering from possible 
COVID-19 symptoms during a drive-
thru screening Friday at an alternate 
site on the campus of SSM Health 
St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville. Rock 
County health officials say there is 
a critical need for several types of  
personal protective equipment that 
doctors and nurses need.

Monterey Mills 
pivots to make 

face masks

Rock County seeking 
protective equipment 
for medical workers

 Æ Local fabric manufacturer 
making masks out of cloth

By Lisa Mascaro, Andrew Taylor  

and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Unprecedented legislation to 

rush sweeping aid to businesses, 

workers and a health care sys-

tem slammed by the coro-

navirus pandemic remained 

snagged on Capitol Hill on Tues-

day night despite predictions 

by negotiators that a deal was 

at hand.

After days of pressure, 

unusual partisanship in a cri-

sis and intense haggling over 

the fine print, negotiators were 

almost done with a $2 trillion 

bill to respond to what Senate 

Majority Leader Mitch McCo-

nnell called “the most serious 

threat to Americans’ health in 

over a century and quite likely 

the greatest risk to America’s 

jobs and prosperity that we’ve 

seen since the Great Depres-

sion.” The final details proved 

nettlesome as Trump adminis-

tration officials continued nego-

tiations deep into the night.

Yet even as the public-health 

crisis deepened, President Don-

ald Trump expressed eagerness 

to nudge many people back to 

work in coming weeks and held 

out a prospect, based more on 

hope than science, that the coun-

try could be returning to normal 

in less than a month.

“We have to go back to 

work, much sooner than people 

thought,” Trump told a Fox News 

town hall. He said he would like 

to have the country “opened up 

and just raring to go” by Easter, 

April 12. But in a White House 

briefing later, Trump said “our 

decision will be based on hard 

facts and data.”

Medical professionals say 

social distancing needs to be 

stepped up, not relaxed, to slow 

the spread of infections. At the 

White House briefing, the pub-

lic-health authorities said it was 

particularly important for peo-

ple in the hard-hit New York City 

metropolitan area to quarantine 

themselves for 14 days, and for 

those who have recently left the 

city to do the same.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the gov-

ernment’s top infectious dis-

ease expert, said pointedly at the 

briefing, “No one is going to want 

to tone down anything when you 

see what is going on in a place 

like New York City.”

Treasury Secretary Steven 

Turn to HEART on Page 5A

Turn to GEAR on Page 4A

Turn to MILLS on Page 4A

Work remains on emergency bill
$2 trillion measure 
is expected to be 
voted on today

Turn to BILL on Page 5A
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