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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Kathryn L. “Kathy” Berg
•Richard J. “Dick” Dunlavy
•Dannie H. Evans Sr.
•Marilou Haight
•Lillian Mae (Molkentin) 
Herriot

•Richard G. “Rick” Kakouris
•Joye Arlene (Norwood) 
Kaul
•Virginia Roselle Larson
•Sharon H. Makdad
•Stuart A. Phetteplace

•Sharon K. Simonson
•Anna Jean Stricker
•Frankie Thomas
•Vernon E. Toulon
•Mercedes Elizabeth 
Webster

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 56  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 10A
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Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Auctioneer Bob Johnson calls out a bid during the meat animal sale at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Friday. Dozens of lambs, steers and barrow pigs 
were sold to bidders Friday to help 4-H participants fund their educations. For more images from the meat animal sale and the rest of the Rock 
County 4-H Fair, go to gazettextra.com/galleries.

Van Galder adds 

to his collection
Sam Van Galder put the 

finishing touches on his 

eighth Janesville Men’s 

City Golf Tournament 

victory Sunday. Page 1B

‘Substantial’ spread
The Rock County Public 

Health Department said 

Friday that people should 

resume mask-wearing in the 

county based on COVID-19 

transmission data. Page 3A

Brewers rolling
Willy Adames hit a homer 

and Josh Hader picked 

up a save in Sunday’s 

2-1 win over the Braves, 

capping a 5-1 road trip 

for Milwaukee. Page 1B

By Brad Allen
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JANESVILLE

As the auctioneers rattled off increasing 

bids at lightning speed Friday morning, 

12-year-old Sydney Watson was excited to 

show off the sheep she raised this year for 

the Rock County meat animal sale.

“I just like being around my friends,” 

Watson said, glancing back with a smile as 

her fellow 4-H members gathered inside 

the barn.

Watson had the top lamb at 140 pounds. 

Her two sheep, “Big One” and “Little One,” 

caught the attention of bidders instantly.

While the Rock County 4-H Fair was 

called off in 2020 because of the COVID-19 

Hundreds of animals sold  
in Friday’s meat animal sale

Bridget Crull holds a poster while her animal 
was on the auction block during the meat ani-
mal sale at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Friday.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It has been years since ten-

nis was king at Palmer Park, 
but a group of boosters hopes a 
new pavilion and a new private 
foundation sparks renewed 
local interest in the sport.

About 95 players turned out 
at the park over the weekend to 
compete in the inaugural The 
Pat Janesville Open—a doubles 
tournament named in honor of 
late Janesville tennis luminary 
and business icon Patrick W. 
Ryan.

A group of tennis enthusiasts 
and Ryan’s siblings hosted the 
tournament, which celebrated 
the new pavilion and monu-
ment at the park. Both were 
built this spring and summer to 
honor Ryan, a tennis lover who 
founded national contracting 
consultant group Ryan Central. 
Ryan died in 2016 at 60 years 
old after years of fighting can-
cer.

Tom Russo, a longtime friend 
of Ryan’s who lives in Pennsyl-
vania and New York, funded the 
new features honoring Ryan.

Ryan was a tennis standout 
and class president at Janesville 
Craig High School who went on 
to earn degrees at Harvard and 

Labor  
of love

Neil Johnson/ 
njohnson@gazettextra.com

Late Janesville resident Patrick 
Ryan swings a tennis racket during 
a subsectional meet in a circa 
1970s Gazette photo that Ryan’s 
family brought to The Pat Janes-
ville Open at Palmer Park on Sat-
urday. Ryan died in 2016 but was 
honored over the weekend with 
a namesake tournament to cel-
ebrate completion of a privately 
funded pavilion at the park’s ten-
nis courts also named in his honor.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
For many families, the 

Rock County 4-H Fair’s 
livestock barns and the car-
nival rides and midway—
the basic elements of a fair 
itself—proved the main 
draws as the fair returned 
last week after a COVID-19 
pandemic-driven hiatus in 
2020.

On Friday, the fair drew 
in 18,031 people, the fair’s 
business office reported 
Sunday. That was the big-
gest single-day headcount 
at the gates for any fair in 
the past five years.

And it looked by Sun-
day afternoon that a strong 
turnout for the rodeo and 
bull-riding show would 
cap off overall fair atten-
dance this year at 65,000 or 
70,000. That’s roughly on 
pace with fair attendance 
in 2018 and 2019, the most 
recent year the fair was 
held.

That was despite a slow 
start in attendance amid 
sweltering weather and a 
thunderstorm threat in the 
first part of fair week.

Rock County 4-H Fair 
Board President Ryan 
George said “the weather 
turned at just the right time 
for us.”

Along with breezy, 

mid-70s weather Friday, 

most of Saturday and Sun-

day came sizable crowds 

like Friday’s and the 11,000 

who attended Saturday.

In 2013, 30,000 peo-

ple turned out to the fair 

the day that chart-topping 

country music band Flor-

ida-Georgia Line played 

the fair’s main stage. The 

crowds were heavy enough 

inside and outside the fair-

grounds that some there 

to see the popular country 

band collapsed the fair’s 

chain link fences.

On Friday night this 

year, major up-and-com-

ing country music act Run-

away June strutted with 

loud guitars and an elec-

trified violin on the main 

stage. But that show prac-
tically played second fiddle 
as throngs clogged lines to 
wait for rides, games and 
food at the fair’s carnival.

The 18,000 people at the 
fair Friday was comparable 
to one fair day in the early 
1990s when about 20,000 
turned out to watch rising 
country superstar Garth 
Brooks perform “Friends 
in Low Places” and run 
around like a cowboy acro-
bat on the main stage.

At one point last Friday, 
the line for the Tilt-A-Whirl 
ride wrapped around the 
platform twice.

“After a year off the fair, it 
was clear people were obvi-
ously ready for something 

Friends of late  
city tennis buff fund, 
build new amenities  

at Palmer Park courts

Fair reports solid attendance numbers in its return

Eddie Montgomery of Montgomery Gentry performs on the 
grandstand at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Saturday.

A GRANDSTAND FINISH
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