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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Shirley M. Blaser
•Verdelma M. “Ver” Broderick
•Sharon M. Dyle
•Deborra L. Gretschmann
•Clara “Lucille” Kucker

•Bonnie Elizabeth Pratesi
•Edward Joseph Schneider
•Gerald E. Stuckey
•Sharon J. Urbanowski

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 29 | Low 18  

Plenty of sunshine, 
but chilly
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Cold shooting 

dooms Cougars
The Craig boys lost 72-64 

to Sun Prairie for the home 

team’s first loss of the 

season in Big Eight play. 
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Designs to be 

revealed Tuesday
Organizers are planning 

to share design plans for a 

planned pedestrian bridge 

over the Rock River.  
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By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

City officials have spent the past sev-

eral months advocating for new housing 

at all market levels to compensate for 

Janesville’s residential shortage.

The city council will consider approv-

ing Monday the first step of a low-in-

come housing development, a 62-unit, 

three-level apartment building on the 

northern edge of downtown.

Under the project’s initial action, the 

city would sell three vacant parcels for 

$1 each to Commonwealth Holdings 

LLC. The parcels are located just north 

of the police department on the square 

block bordered by Jackson and Franklin 

streets, Laurel Avenue, and Centerway.

The developer also has an agreement 

to buy the privately owned parcel where 

Aaron’s Lock and Safe is located. Com-

monwealth tried unsuccessfully to reach 

sale terms with the own-

er of a multi-unit build-

ing on the square block’s 

northern half, city Hous-

ing Services Director Kel-

ly Bedessem said.

The city’s transaction 

is contingent upon Com-

monwealth receiving an 

affordable housing tax 

credit from the Wisconsin Housing and 

Economic Development Authority. Tax 

credit applications are due Jan. 14, and 

the developer expects an answer by April, 

according to a city memorandum.

Affordable housing is a federal stan-

dard that requires tenants to earn be-

low a certain income level to live in the 

building. For this tax credit program, 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A Janesville couple implicated in the 

deaths of 12 puppies were sentenced Friday 

to jail, but not for the animal deaths.

Felicia Tousey, 23, of 

4815 W. Highway 14, Janes-

ville, was sentenced to six 

months in jail for violating 

probation imposed earlier 

in the puppy case. Her vi-

olation was selling kittens 

on Facebook using fake 

names.

Chad T. Mukina, 35, now 

of Rothschild but formerly of the town of 

Janesville, was sentenced to 45 days in jail 

for third-offense intoxicated driving. He 

told the court he still has 

pets—two dogs, two cats, 

one snake and one tortoise.

In 2016, Mukina and 

Tousey were accused of 

causing the deaths of at 

least 12 puppies and ne-

glecting 13 others, as pre-

viously reported by The 

Gazette.

Humane society tests indicated the 

seized dogs had parasites including hook-

worms, and one of the puppies had severe 

bite wounds, a flea infestation and smelled 

of rotting flesh, according to court docu-

ments.

Puppies were kept in “small enclosures.”

A state animal compliance specialist 

who interviewed Mukina and Tousey told 

investigators the couple said they had 

transported about 30 dogs from Arkan-

sas to their town of Janesville home and 

Couple accused in deaths  
of dogs jailed on other charges

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Seized puppies are treated at the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin in 2016.

Probation violation, OWI 
charges yield jail time for duo

Tousey

Mukina

Affordable housing proposed

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Janesville City Council will consider selling three vacant parcels on this square block for a three-story, 62-unit affordable 
housing project. The white multi-unit building in the foreground would remain standing, but the current Aaron’s Lock and 
Safe building next to it would not.

JANESVILLE

Proposed housing
development

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

Janesville PD

Development site
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Janesville to consider plan for 62-unit building downtown

Bedessem
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By Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Justice Depart-

ment said Friday that Pres-

ident Don-

ald Trump 

d i r e c t e d 

i l l e g a l 

payments 

to buy the 

silence of 

two wom-

en whose 

claims of 

extramar-

ital affairs threatened his 

presidential campaign, 

the first time prosecutors 

have connected Trump to 

a federal crime.

In a court filing, prose-

cutors said former Trump 

lawyer and fixer Michael 

Cohen arranged the secret 

payments at the height of 

the 2016 campaign “in 

coordination with and at 

the direction of” Trump. 

Cohen has previously said 

Trump was involved in 

the hush-money scheme, 

but court documents filed 

ahead of Cohen’s sentenc-

ing made clear prosecu-
tors believe Cohen’s claim.

The filing stopped short 
of accusing the president 
of committing a crime. 
Whether a president can 

be prose-
cuted while 
in office 
remains a 
matter of le-
gal dispute.

B u t 
there’s no 
ambiguity 
in Friday’s 
filing that 

prosecutors believe Co-
hen’s act was criminal 
and Trump was directly 
involved, a remarkable 
disclosure with potential 
political and legal rami-
fications for a president 
dogged by investigations. 
The payments are likely to 
become a target for House 
Democrats gearing up to 
investigate the president 
next year. 

It’s unclear whether 
Trump faces legal jeopar-
dy over his role.

Federal law requires 

New filings 
implicate 
president

Justice Department: Trump directed 
illegal payments to two women 

Trump Cohen
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