To the limit

Flu season ahead

Janesville Parker took
Madison Memorial to five
sets before losing a Big Eight
Conference volleyball match
Tuesday night. Page 1B

Local health officials are
anticipating a more active flu
season than was seen last
year amid more stringent
COVID-19 measures. Page 3A
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Email sparks
confusion
among clerks

County
to receive
pandemic
funding

Some clerks didn’t get
message; it landed
in others’ spam folders
Associated Press

Much of $1.6 million
from state to go toward
expanded staffing levels

MADISON

By Austin Montgomery
Adams Publishing Group
JANESVILLE

The Rock County Public
Health Department is set to
receive more than $1.6 million
in additional pandemic-related
funding that will allow the county’s top health agency to maintain increased staffing levels and
other operations.
Rock County will receive
$1,620,300 in funding through
the end of 2024. The latest round
of aid comes from the state’s Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery
Funding and Coronavirus Local
Fiscal Recovery Fund established
by the federal American Rescue
Plan.
Rock County Health Officer
Katrina Harwood said the county
will use a majority of the funding,
around $1.1 million, to retain staff
brought on after the pandemic
began in the spring of 2020.
“This extra round of funding
helps us continue to address the
pandemic locally, and we would
not be able to address the pandemic without the additional
staff,” Harwood said. “This funding we are getting helps relieve a
little bit of that stress we experience.”
Since mid-2020, the health
department has added 16 staff
members, a 45% increase in
employees. Positions added range
from public health specialists to
assist with administrative tasks
and public health nurses brought
on to manage contact tracing and
disease activity in the county.
“We are still in a position
where we need additional staff,
so a large portion of this funding
is continued COVID response,”
Harwood said. “The team has
built up their exceptional skills
to meet the needs of the county
during the pandemic.”
The additional funding will be
used by the health department to

Turn to FUNDING on Page 12A
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A truck with contractor Silha & Sons exits the former General Motors factory property on Delavan Drive
in Janesville on Tuesday. Signs advertising the auction of three parcels of the property are on display
on the chain-link fences that surround the former GM properties.

UP FOR BIDS
Properties in and around former GM site being auctioned
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Want to bid on 114 acres of
former General Motors factory property on Janesville’s
south side?
You’ve got until 5 p.m.
Nov. 11 to vie for the property
through an auction now being
advertised online.
You also could opt to bid
on the 112-acre former JATCO
haul-away yard that’s along
Kellogg Avenue, just south
of the main GM plant site.
Or you could try to buy both.
The “minimum bid” for each
of the two properties starts at
$750,000, according to online
listings for the large properties.
Then there’s a 14-acre parking lot parcel on West State
Street just east of the main
plant site that’s being listed
for sale for a minimum bid
of $250,000, according to the
listings.
Commercial real estate broker the Future of Real Estate
has listed the collective 250
acres as a “rare industrial infill
development opportunity” in
an auction “event” that’s being
managed by Future of Real
Estate brokers and Janesville

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Donald R. Birschbach
•Delton Raymond “Butch” Cashore
•Rheta R. (Smith) Dwyer
•Charles James “Chuck” Fisher
•Joel M. Goodsir

•Raymond Thomas “Ray” Host Jr.
•Charles W. Mulder
•Phyllis Jean C. Nelson
•Bernadette Mildred “Dette” (Cloft) Nikkel
•Daniel A. Wiedman

A work crew with Silha & Sons operates on the former General Motors
factory property Tuesday after signs for an upcoming online auction were posted on fences that surround the former GM properties.

The auction could mark a new
chapter for the cleared out
property after the state
Department of Natural
Resources OK’d the bulk of
the former main plant site for
an environmental cleanup plan.

the chain-link fences that surround the former GM properties.
It’s not the first time the former GM site has been put on
the market since its owner, St.
Louis firm Commercial Development Company, bought the
defunct plant property from
GM in late 2017 and began
clearing it.
GM shuttered the Janesbroker Coldwell Banker
McGuire-Mears & Associates. ville plant in 2009, during the
Great Recession.
Signs advertising the auction also are on display on
Turn to BIDS on Page 12A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 53
Mostly sunny
and less humid
More on 12A

Wisconsin election clerks are
reacting with a mixture of concern and confusion to the first
inquiry made by a special investigator hired by Republicans to
examine how the 2020 presidential election was run in the battleground state.
Based on an Associated Press
survey of all 72 county election
clerks, the email Monday from
the lead investigator landed in
the junk folders of at least seven
counties and wasn’t received by
at least 11 others. Several that did
get it flagged it as a security risk.
Clerks for at least six counties
said they would not be forwarding the email to municipalities in
their jurisdiction as the investigator, former Wisconsin Supreme
Court Justice Michael Gableman,
requested. Gableman is a conservative who last year told a group
of Trump supporters that the
election had been stolen.
“If there was fraud, it wasn’t in
my county,” Christopher Marlow,
the Lincoln County clerk, told the
AP. “We keep very accurate voter
lists and we are diligent in our
work. All our voters are alive and
received one vote each!”
Former President Donald
Trump won Lincoln County with
61% of the vote in 2020.
The pushback and confusion
from clerks is just the latest twist
in Wisconsin, where conservatives at Trump’s encouragement
are ordering investigations into
the 2020 election. President Joe
Biden carried the state by just
under 21,000 votes.
Republicans have authorized
an investigation by the nonpartisan Legislative Audit Bureau,
which is expected to be done this
fall. A handful of Republicans,
including the Assembly elections
committee chairwoman, are
pushing for a broader review similar to the much-derided effort in
Arizona led by Cyber Ninjas, a
small cybersecurity firm based in
Florida picked to lead the review.
The elections committee
chairwoman, Rep. Janel Brandtjen, tried to subpoena voting
machines, ballots and other
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