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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 92 | Low 65  

A damaging  
afternoon t-storm

More on 10A

Right on schedule
A postponement Monday 
and a rain delay Tuesday 
couldn’t stop the Brewers 
from winning both games 
of a doubleheader against 
the Cubs. Page 1B

Bar catches fire
A fire in the kitchen at 
Wedges on Janesville’s 
north side caused 
$125,000 in damage, 
authorities said.  
Page 3A
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By Austin Montgomery
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SOUTH BELOIT, ILL.
A group of Wisconsin Dem-

ocrats are calling for the state 
to legalize marijuana, with 
the authors of the bill say-
ing legalization would be a 
major revenue source and 
begin to address racial inequi-
ties caused by years of dispro-
portionate drug enforcement 
affecting people of color.

Assembly Reps. Mark Spre-
itzer, D-Beloit, and David 
Bowen, D-Milwaukee, and 
state Sen. Melissa Agard, 
D-Madison, gathered Tuesday 
at the Sunnyside marijuana 
dispensary in South Beloit to 
introduce a bill that would 
legalize recreational use of 
marijuana for adults in Wis-
consin. Also joining the law-
makers were Beloit City Coun-
cil President Clinton Ander-
son and Rock County District 

15 Supervisor Yuri Rashkin.

The bill could generate 

$160 million in annual tax rev-

enue for the state, the legisla-

tors said, 60% of which would 

be transferred into a commu-

nity reinvestment fund sup-

porting communities “most 

disproportionately affected by 

generations-old racist canna-

bis policies.”

Bowen, the lead author of 

the bill, said the legislation 

would begin to address wrongs 

done to communities of color 

affected by the war on drugs.

A 2020 report by the Amer-

ican Civil Liberties Union 

found that Black people are 

4.2 times more likely than 

white people to be arrested 

for marijuana possession in 

Wisconsin. Wisconsin ranked 

14th in the nation for the larg-

est racial disparities in arrests 

for marijuana possession and 

was among 17 states where 

arrests for marijuana posses-

sion increased from 2010 to 

2018.

“These facts are undeniable 

and highlight how the war on 

drugs has done little more than 

Dems unveil new  
bill to legalize  

recreational pot

Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group
Rep. Mark Spreitzer, D-Beloit, speaks to the media during a news con-
ference at Sunnyside marijuana dispensary in South Beloit, Ill., call-
ing for legalization of marijuana in Wisconsin. The bill was authored 
by Rep. David Bowen, D-Milwaukee, left, and sponsored by state Sen. 
Melissa Agard, D-Madison, right. The lawmakers were also joined by 
Rock County District 15 Supervisor Yuri Rashkin, second from left, 
and Beloit City Council President Clinton Anderson, center.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Several Rock County communities 
have experienced severe weather in the 
past few days—from thunderstorms, heat 

advisories and tornado sightings. The sil-

ver lining of those scary clouds is the pre-

cipitation that fell from them, helping 

ease drought conditions throughout the 

region this summer.

According to the National Weather 

Service’s seven-day forecast, Rock, Wal-

worth and Green counties expected to see 

more severe thunderstorms and rainfall 

through Thursday.

The past few days of rain compen-

sated for a dry spell last week, albeit in 

the month of July which averaged only an 

inch a week.

Sarah Marquardt, senior hydrolo-

gist and meteorologist with the National 

Weather Service, said the accumulation of 

roughly 2 inches Sunday and Monday put 

a dent in the area’s rain deficit.

“In terms of numbers, looking back to 

May 1 (when the growing season started), 

deficits were 6 inches before this last rain-

fall, and now (the deficit) is down to 4 

inches,” she said.

Marquardt said if the rainfall expected 

produces another 1 to 2 inches, there is 

a chance Rock County’s drought sta-

tus will be upgraded from “moderate” 

Recent rainfall could help Rock County’s drought status

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Eric Salzwedel, co-founder of Do Good Wisconsin, pushes a cart full of pet food and toys donations 
toward the doors of the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin during a stop in Janesville on their ‘Do 
Good Tour’ on Tuesday. Do Good Wisconsin is a nonprofit that uses its platforms to complete random 
acts of kindness and showcase others doing the same.

They cite revenue, 
disproportionate  

drug enforcement

Still more needed to upgrade 
from ‘moderate’ drought level

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

E
ric Salzwedel on Tuesday 
brought his 14-Wiscon-
sin-city “Do Good Tour” 

to Janesville to surprise unsus-

pecting people with random 

acts of kindness.

Experienced in nonprofit 

work and helping businesses 

expand their charitable giv-

ing, Salzwedel is all about giv-

ing back to others. Do Good 

Wisconsin, the Madison-based 

organization Salzwedel 

co-founded, is a way to expand 

his scope statewide.

Salzwedel started the group 

in 2019 as a platform to high-

light, as he puts it, “the good” 

Submitted photo
Adoptable dog Thor visits with Eric Salzwedel, co-founder of Do 
Good Wisconsin, before donating a cart full of pet food and toys 
to the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin during a stop in 
Janesville on their ‘Do Good Tour’ on Tuesday.

A ‘Do-Gooder’  

comes to town
Madison nonprofit brings ‘Do Good Tour’ to Janesville
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