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•Ruth Ann Froeber-Simplot

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 69 | Low 54  
Clouds, a shower 
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Gazette again named 

state’s top newspaper
It is the fifth straight year 

the newspaper has earned  

the top honor in the Wisconsin 

Newspaper Association’s Better 

Newspaper Contest. Page 6A

Alliant Energy 

project goes online
Alliant Energy has announced 

that its West Riverside Energy 

Center in the town of Beloit  

has begun supplying power 

to homes in the region. Page 3A

Senior salute
Eden Lyle’s goal as a 

senior on Craig’s softball 

team was to find a college  

where she could continue 

to play. She succeeded. 

Page 1B
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By Brad Allen
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BELOIT
Sgt. Brandon Berg pulled a respi-

ratory mask over his face and suited 
up within seconds Friday, a new rou-
tine while he helps in communities 
across Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin Army National 
Guard’s most recent stop was 
Krueger Park in Beloit, where the 
soldiers partnered with local offi-
cials, the Beloit Health System and 
Rock County Public Health Depart-
ment staff to administer free COVID-
19 tests.

“That’s why we serve,” said Berg, 
an Oconomowoc native. “Being able 
to reach out and make a difference 
means the world to us. We’re all tak-
ing the initiative, and the morale is 
very high.”

Testing also was offered across 
town at Telfer Park and continues 
through Friday.

Sarah Millard, the city of Beloit’s 

spokeswoman, said about 600 people 

were tested Friday. About 191 were 

tested at Krueger Park, the remain-

ing 409 at Telfer Park. Millard said 

it will take at least five days for test 

results to come back.

Berg said going to bat against the 

coronavirus has felt like the moment 

he and his fellow soldiers have been 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville City Manager Mark Freitag was not 

surprised by this week’s Supreme Court decision to 

strike down the state’s safer-at-home order.

He was surprised by the timing.

The decision was made public shortly after 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, leaving municipalities scrambling to 

learn what it meant and which powers were left to 

municipalities, Freitag said.

It wasn’t until 11 p.m. that Rock County health 

officials issued an order to continue safer-at-home 

guidelines, which left the county without regula-

tions for about six hours.

Freitag said it was unfortunate the Supreme Court 

did not provide a time period—at least 24 hours—to 

transition out of the statewide safer-at-home order.

Here are more of Freitag’s responses during a 

Friday interview:

Gazette: Why did the city choose to comply with 

Rock County’s safer-at-home order?

Freitag: The city respects the rule of law, he said.

Rock County’s public health officer has the 

authority to issue such an order, and the city will 

continue to follow any lawful orders made by offi-

cials.

Those who do not agree with the decision should 

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Some local health 

officials in Wisconsin 
rescinded their stay-at-
home orders Friday after 
attorneys warned they 
could be vulnerable to legal 
challenges after the state 
Supreme Court wiped out 
Gov. Tony Evers’ statewide 
order.

The Wisconsin Coun-
ties Association said after 
Wednesday’s ruling that 
it was unclear whether 
local orders mimicking 
the statewide mandate, 

like the one still in effect 

in Rock County, would 

stand up in court. By Fri-

day, health officials in 

Kenosha, Brown, Manito-

woc and Outagamie coun-

ties had dropped orders, 

as did the cities of Cudahy 

and Appleton.

“While the WCA and 

outside legal counsel did 

not opine that counties 

were outright prohibited 

from taking such actions, 

they did indicate that over-

all, the legal basis to do 

so is likely weak,” Brown 

County’s attorney, David 

Stay-at-home  
orders dropped 
in some areas

Associated Press
Owner Paul Furrer cuts the hair of Jeff Jones at Rich’s Barber 
Shop on Thursday in Waukesha. The business reopened after 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court struck down Gov. Tony Evers’ 
stay-at-home order Wednesday.

Freitag: Reopening city requires balancing lives, livelihoods

Freitag

City manager says timing of ruling 
left municipalities scrambling

Wisconsin Counties Association: Orders 
could be vulnerable to legal challenge

Proud to serve

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Information is taken from those waiting in line at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site at Krueger Park in Beloit on Friday.

PUBLIC COVID-19 TESTING
What: Public drive-thru testing 

for COVID-19.
When: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. through 

Friday, May 22.
Where: Telfer Park, 2101 Crans-

ton Road, Beloit, and the upper lot of 
Krueger Park on the corner of Moore 
and House streets, Beloit.

Cost: Free.
Details: Individuals showing 

symptoms or who have been in con-
tact with a confirmed case of COVID-
19 will be prioritized for testing.

Those tested will be asked to 
provide basic contact information 
and should bring their own tissues 
and pens.

Health officials will notify indi-
viduals with results. Individuals who 
test positive should isolate at home 
to avoid spreading the disease.

Interpreters will be on site to 
assist Spanish-speaking individu-
als.

Army National Guard teams up with local officials for COVID-19 testing in Beloit

A swab is placed into a bag as mem-
bers of the Wisconsin National Guard 
help with COVID-19 testing at Krueger 
Park in Beloit on Friday. The site is one 
of two locations in Beloit that will host 
testing through Friday, May 22.
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