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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Sandra Kay (Risch) Balas
•Darlene Benway
•Marilyn A. Boyd
•Josephine “Dolly” Brickner
•Donald Bryant

•Joyce E. Coehoorn
•Arthur Owen Johnson
•Lois Lee
•Imelda “Tillie” Mitchell
•Daisy Nelson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 46  

Partly sunny; 
breezy in the p.m.
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But Trump’s top aide said 
comments misconstrued

By Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The White House acknowledged Thurs-

day that President Donald Trump’s deci-

sion to hold up military aid to Ukraine was 

linked to his demand that Kyiv investigate 

the Democratic National Committee and the 

2016 U.S. presidential campaign, a shifting 

new explanation about events at the heart of 

the impeachment inquiry.

The admission from acting chief of staff 

Mick Mulvaney undercut the president’s posi-

tion that there was no quid pro quo during 

Trump’s phone call with the Ukraine presi-

dent that sparked the House investigation.

The sudden turn of events had immediate 

fallout. Trump’s lawyer distanced the presi-

dent from Mulvaney’s description. The Jus-

tice Department said the explanation was 

news to them. And Democrats cast Mulvaney’s 

remarks as further evidence of wrongdoing as 

Trump sought a “favor” from Ukraine.

Trump, traveling in Texas, appeared to 

stand by his top aide, calling Mulvaney a 

“good man.”

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A farmer drives a combine through a bean field outside Brodhead on Thursday. High temperatures are expected to reach 60 degrees 
through Monday with rain in the forecast Saturday and Monday. See more on the forecast on Page 7A.

Area farmers work on clearing fields

Nonprofit group wants to build 
houses in part of south-side park

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A nonprofit group’s proposal to build afford-

able small homes in part of a city park has yet 
to be formally submitted to the city of Janesville. 
Neighbors who live near the park are already 
taking a stand against the plan.

About half a dozen residents who live near 
River Valley Park on Kellogg Avenue have 
already circulated a petition opposing nonprofit 
agency Community Action’s plan to build three 
transitional houses that would be located in the 
park.

The three single-story houses, as Community 
Action presents them, would sit side by side in 

the northern section of the park while the rest 
would remain parkland.

The homes would be built using affordable 
housing funds from the city and are intended 
for tenants at risk of homelessness because of a 
critical shortfall in local affordable housing that 
has left Janesville with rental vacancy rates of 
just 1%, Community Action officials said.

During a neighborhood meeting Thursday, 
residents—most of them longtime neighbors 
of River Valley Park—said they and more than 
40 other neighbors who signed their petition 
oppose the location of the proposed project.

The neighbors said they’re against the project 
because it would eliminate a half acre of park-
land they fought hard for before. They say neigh-
borhood children have played ball and flown 
kites there for decades.

“You have to watch your parkland and hang 
on to your parkland. Once you let it go … it’s 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City officials are still negotiating a con-

tract with Bjoin Limestone to complete 
restoration work in the Monterey lagoon, 
much of which is under water thanks to 
recent rains.

Public Works Director Paul Woodard 
said city officials hope to have the project 
finished this year, but weather conditions 
and the length of the negotiation process 
could change that, he said.

A start date for the work won’t be set 
until the contract is negotiated, Woodard 
said.

The city’s restoration plan, which 
recently was revised, still calls for building 
a detention pond and peninsula with park 
space using materials in the lagoon. How-
ever, city engineers flattened the slopes of 
the peninsula and planned for less water in 
the detention pond, Woodard said.

Drax, the previous lagoon contractor, 
told the city the “organic muck” at the 
bottom of the lagoon is not suitable for  
piling into a peninsula or berm. Drax also 
expressed concern about contamination 
in the soil.

The city dropped Drax from the proj-
ect, saying the company had breached its 
contract by refusing to complete the proj-
ect as specified, according to a Sept. 4 let-
ter from the city.

City officials then hired GEI Consul-
tants to help city engineers redesign plans 

City still 
in talks  

over park 
makeover
Officials trying to reach  

deal with Bjoin to complete 
work on Monterey lagoon
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SOURCE: Community Action of Rock 
and Walworth Counties

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com Turn to LAGOON on Page 7ATurn to SMALL on Page 7A

Mulvaney admits quid pro quo
President 
Donald 
Trump’s 
acting 
chief of 
staff Mick 
Mulvaney 
speaks at 
the White 
House in 
Washing-
ton on 
Thursday.

Associated 
Press
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Pence meets with Erdogan
United States, Turkey broker a deal to temporarily halt 

fighting in northern Syria. Page 6B

Woman arrested in shooting
A 48-year-old man was shot in Janesville on Wednesday 

night; his estranged wife was later arrested. Page 6A

Champs crowned
The Rock Valley Conference 

held its boys and girls  

cross country conference 

meets Thursday in  

Whitewater. Page 1B
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