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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Bert W. Corkhill
•Floyd Denson
•Leroy Derhammer
•Betty Mae (Sanderson) 
Kelly

•Nanette F. Jahnke
•Troy W. Loos
•Alexander Perry Loper
•Merle Messerschmidt
•Herbert E. Pintsch

•Grace J. (Cooley) Rowin
•Charles F. “Charlie” 
Scharine
•Luella Mabel Shackelford
•Roger L. Streich

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 69 | Low 49  

Cooler; breezy this 
morning

More on 8A

Gableman puts clerks on notice
Special counsel investigating election says he could 

issue subpoenas if clerks don’t cooperate. Page 2A

Stocks take a hit
A variety of factors led the major US stock indexes to 

all register losses of around 2% Monday. Page 5B

Four by four
Aaron Rodgers and Aaron 

Jones each contributed 

four touchdowns—three 

together—to help the 

Packers beat the Lions 

35-17. Page 1B
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Carol Weber places colored fabrics in their section while helping prepare for the annual fabric and craft sale held by The Salvation Army Women’s 
Auxiliary. This year’s sale is scheduled for Wednesday through Saturday at the former JoAnn Fabrics store at 1335 Creston Park Drive, Janes-
ville. The sale runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Friday and from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday. Customers are asked to wear masks. Pro-
ceeds from the sale will be used for food and other Salvation Army programs in Beloit and Janesville.

Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary prepares for its yearly fabric sale

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville Fire Department Deputy 

Chief Jim Ponkauskas has been named 

chief of the fire department after serv-

ing as the department’s interim chief 

for the last month.

The city of Janesville announced 

Monday that Ponkauskas is now pro-

moted to fire chief, a move that puts 

the 33-year veteran firefighter and fire 

department administrator at the helm 

of a department he has served since 

1999.

City Manager Mark Freitag said the 

hiring comes at the recommendation of 

the police and fire commission, which 

met in closed session last week to dis-

cuss a search for the fire chief.

The commission has unilateral dis-

cretion to hire and promote firefight-

ers, police officers, and police and fire 

department administrative employees.

The commission’s decision comes 

after Freitag in July recommended 

Ponkauskas be appointed interim chief 

while the commission decided how it 

would pursue hiring or naming a new 

Ponkauskas gets fire chief nod

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Jim Ponkauskas speaks with visitors at City Hall during 
a reception for fire chief finalists during the Janes-
ville Fire Department’s chief search in 2019. The city 
announced Ponkauskas’ promotion to chief Monday.

By Steve Sharp

Adams Publishing Group

JEFFERSON

A 49-year-old Fort Atkinson 

woman who is charged in Jeffer-

son County Court with killing a 

dog that she was training has been 

ordered to undergo a mental com-

petency investigation and have a 

subsequent competency hearing 

Oct. 8.

Tammy S. Flem-

ming had been 

bound over for 

trial in Jefferson 

County on a charge 

of felony mistreat-

ment of a dog caus-

ing death, but she 

failed to appear 

for a court hear-

ing in June. This led Judge Rob-

ert Dehring to issue a bench war-

rant. Flemming was eventually 

located and made a court appear-

ance Thursday, at which her com-

petency evaluation was ordered.

The incident involving Flem-

ming and Cooper, a husky-Pomer-

anian mix owned by a Janesville 

woman, occurred Sept. 11, 2020, in 

Fort Atkinson.

According to a criminal com-

plaint, a Fort Atkinson police offi-

cer Adam Lawrence spoke with 

Cooper’s owner, Lindsey David-

son of Janesville. Davidson said 

the 8-month-old dog was being 

trained at Herman’s Hangout in 

Fort Atkinson and that she had 

received a call from the dog trainer 

there, Flemming, who told her that 

Cooper had died.

The dog owner said Flemming 

told her she had pushed Cooper 

too far and that she “messed up.”

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Republican candidate for Wis-

consin governor Rebecca Klee-

fisch tested positive for COVID-

19 after being exposed at church 

earlier this month, her campaign 

said Monday.

Kleefisch is a cancer survi-

vor and a former two-term lieu-

tenant governor. She is seek-

ing the chance to take on Demo-

cratic Gov. Tony Evers next year. 

Kleefisch launched her campaign 

Sept. 9 and has been on the cam-

paign trail since.

Three days later, she was 

exposed to someone with COVID-

19 while attending church in 

Hudson, which is in northwest 

Wisconsin just across the bor-

der from Minnesota, Kleefisch 

spokesman Alec Zimmerman 

said. Kleefisch was informed of 

the exposure Sept. 16, took a test 

and the next day received a pos-

itive result. She was vaccinated 

this spring, Zimmerman said.

“She is feeling fine,” Zimmer-

man said. “We have canceled all 

upcoming events and are notify-

ing recent close contacts.”

Evers’ campaign issued a 

statement wishing Kleefisch a 

full recovery.

Kleefisch’s Twitter feed from 

Sept. 12 includes a picture of her 

hugging a woman and speak-

ing to crowds of people indoors, 

many of whom were unmasked. 

Kleefisch is shown not wearing a 

mask. Those pictures were taken 

Sept. 11, the day before Kleef-

isch’s exposure, her spokesman 

said.

A post Sept. 13, which 

included another picture of 

Kleefisch speaking to a crowd 

inside while not wearing a mask, 

said she made three other stops 

in northwestern Wisconsin the 

day before.

“Stops in Hudson, Rice Lake, 

and Eau Claire yesterday to meet 

with Wisconsinites who are 

ready for better leadership,” she 

Kleefisch tests positive for COVID-19, her gubernatorial campaign says
Close contact at church 
precedes positive test

Hearing 
set in case 

of slain 
puppy

Longtime employee  
replaces Rhodes  

after stint as interim

Mental competency 
investigation ordered  
for woman charged

Flemming
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