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shower or two
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The future of over-

night parking in Janesville 

is unclear with city coun-

cil members split on how to 

address the issue.

An amendment to Janes-

ville’s overnight parking ordi-

nance allowing people to park 

and sleep overnight in the 

municipal parking lot on Jack-

son Street will expire March 

31.

The city council has only 

its March 23 meeting sched-

uled before March 31, leaving 

a limited opportunity to make 

a decision.
The council in July 

amended the overnight park-
ing ordinance to allow people 
to park overnight in the North 
Traxler Boat Launch parking 
lot through October 31.

The council in October 
moved the designation to the 
Jackson Street parking lot and 
extended the amendment to 
March 31.

City staff presented the fol-
lowing options to the council 
Monday night:

 � Repeal the ordinance 
prohibiting overnight park-
ing, making it legal for peo-
ple to park and sleep in their 
cars overnight on any city 
street or lot.

 � Designate a permanent 
overnight parking lot. 

 � Extend the overnight 
parking lot program without 
changes until a permanent 

City faces choice  
on parking rules

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Vehicles are parked overnight at Traxler Park’s north boat launch 
parking lot in Janesville on the night of Aug. 3. The city allowed park-
ing at the lot for homeless residents before moving the designated 
lot downtown. Members of the city council seem split on whether to 
continue allowing overnight parking in a designated city lot where 
homeless people could spend the night.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Stock and checkout clerks at two Wal-

greens pharmacy stores in Janesville said 

it likely will be the end of this week before 

their shops see delivery of more hand san-

itizer.

For anyone looking for a personal sup-

ply of alcohol gel disinfectant, the two 

pharmacies and about a dozen other stores 

The Gazette visited Wednesday wouldn’t 

have been a help. The hand-sanitizer prog-

nosis, for now: sold out.

The nearest confirmed COVID-19 

virus cases in Wisconsin might remain 

one county away, but the global economic 

impacts of the viral outbreak are hitting 

Janesville businesses in big and small 

ways.

While hand sanitizer, cleaning wipes 

and even toilet paper are becoming short 

in supply at some stores, other local retail-

ers who rely on shipments of goods made in 

China are watching their shelves empty as 

cargo ships remain in quarantine in inter-

national customs.

‘Pretty bare’
Staci Powell owns and operates Angry 

Fox, a small Asian pop-culture toy and col-

lectibles shop at the Janesville Mall. Pow-

ell knew something major was amiss in 

late December. She suspected something  

even before national media outlets began 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Workers on Wednesday prepare a site along Centerway between Franklin and Jackson streets in Janesville for a 
headquarters trailer from which supervisors will direct construction of the 92-unit River Flats apartment build-
ing. Tracer Freeman, general superintendent for Commonwealth Construction, said the former Aaron’s Lock  
& Safe building nearby was disconnected from gas and electric service Wednesday morning and will be demol-
ished next week. The apartment building at the corner of Centerway and Franklin will not be demolished until 
after residents are moved out. The city has hired a consultant to help the residents find other housing. Freeman 
said ‘most’ work at the site can be done while the apartment building remains standing.

Work begins at site of future downtown apartment building

By Michael R. Sisak,  

Tom Hays and Jennifer Peltz

Associated Press

NEW YORK
Harvey Weinstein was sen-

tenced Wednesday to 23 years in 

prison after breaking his court-

room silence with a rambling plea 

for mercy in which he professed 

to be “totally confused” by the 

#MeToo movement that spelled 

the Hollywood producer’s down-
fall.

His accusers—those who tes-
tified against him 
and many oth-
ers who have spo-
ken out elsewhere 
against the for-
mer Hollywood 
mogul—hailed the 
near -maximum 
punishment for his 
rape and criminal 
sex act convictions 

as long overdue.
Weinstein, 67, arrived at the 

courthouse Wednesday in a 

wheelchair. He was taken to a hos-

pital after complaining of chest 

pains hours after the court hear-

ing. He could spend the rest of his 

life behind bars.

He was convicted last month 

of raping a once-aspiring actress 

in a New York City hotel room in 

2013 and forcibly performing oral 

sex on former TV and film pro-

duction assistant Mimi Haleyi at 

his apartment in 2006. He faced a 

minimum of five years and a max-

imum of 29 years in prison.

The conviction marked the first 

‘Confused’ Weinstein gets 23 years in prison
Victims’ advocates hail 

near-maximum sentence

Weinstein

Ordinance allowing 
overnight stays  

in city lots expiring

Coronavirus ripples visible here
By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Area schools, col-

leges and universities 

took steps to protect stu-

dents and families from 

the coronavirus Wednes-

day by announcing cam-

pus closures, postponing 

travel and sending out 

email updates.

The Janesville School 

District asked Washington 

Seminar students to moni-

tor their health in response 

to the spread of the coro-

navirus elsewhere in the 

country.

A group of 25 high 

school students returned 

from Washington, D.C., 

on Feb. 29 after meeting 

with lawmakers and doing 

research. Five chaperones 

accompanied them.

“While several students 

did go to Georgetown 

during the trip to conduct 

interviews, none of the stu-

dents/staff had any direct 

contact with the Rev. Tim-

othy Cole nor at any time 

went inside Christ Church 

in Georgetown,” Patrick 

Gasper, the district’s pub-

lic information officer, 

Area businesses seeing 
effects of outbreak

Area schools, universities taking preventive measures

Turn to BUSINESS on Page 9A

RELATED
• State: UW-Madison suspending face-to-face instruction starting after 

spring break, which begins Monday./2A
• Sports: The NBA announced it is suspending its season effective today 

after a player tested positive for the new coronavirus. The NCAA Tournament 
is expected to be played in empty arenas./1B

• Nation/World: President Donald Trump suspended almost all travel 
from 26 European countries for 30 days starting late Friday night./6B

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 9A

Turn to PARKING on Page 8A

Turn to WEINSTEIN on Page 8A

Tide, Trojans 

meet again
Conference foes to meet 

in a sectional semifinal in 

Janesville for the second 

season in a row. Page 1B

kickskicks
quick kicks

HOLIDAY

Paddy parties

For the next week, we’ll 

all be Irish in some form or 

fashion as a  variety of St. 

Patrick’s Day events in 

Janesville will provide folks 

with plenty of opportunities 

for breaking out the green.

Things get into full swing 

at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 

March 14, with the Sham-

rock Shuffle, hosted by O’Ri-

ley & Conway’s Irish Pub, 

214 W. Milwaukee St. Both a 

5K and 10K race are planned, 

and your $20 registration 

includes a T-shirt and drink 

ticket. 
After the race, a beer tent 

and live music will be offered. 

Patrons also can hop on a 

shuttle bus for $10 each to 

get rides to four other estab-

lishments associated with 

“Trinity Fest”: Gray Brew-

ing Co., Charlie’s Place, 

Bucky’s Lucky Bell and 

Barkley’s Burgers, Brews 

and Dawgs.

At 11 a.m., Gray Brewing 

Co. kicks off its fifth annual 

Blarney Bash at the brew-

ery, 2424 W. Court St. Along 

with plenty of beer, the festi-

val will feature a keg toss at 

3 p.m., food from the South 

Padre Streetfood truck and 

live music by Evan Pingel 

and Folk’n Rock’n starting 
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Night Music

Looking for some live entertainment 

this week? Be sure to check out our 

local music listings. Page 4C

By Stacy Vogel Davis

Special to The Gazette

ANESVILLE—Comedian Rex 

Havens focuses on family and 

gender roles in his shows, 

but he’s not pushing worn-

out stereotypes about women 

shopping and men watching foot-

ball.

No, his comedy is grounded in 

provable fact.

For example, on average, a 

bride’s wedding clothes and jew-

elry cost 10 times more than the 

groom’s. That’s just one of the sta-

tistics he throws out at the start of 

his show, “Women and Children 

First,” which he will perform Sat-

urday, March 21, at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center.

“I tell men that the wedding 

day is not about you, it’s about 

her,” Havens said. “Honestly, she 

doesn’t even want you there.”

Havens has refined his com-

edy over more than 25 years in 

the business, and he’s learned that 

everyone can relate to the topic of 

family.

“Men, women and family is 

something that unites,” he said. 

“Everybody has experience with 

that.”

Fittingly, Havens’ family is 

what drew him to comedy in the 

first place. Growing up in Bloom-

ington, Illinois, he loved the 

sound of his parents laughing at 

comedians on variety shows.

“I 

thought 

how cool 

that was … 

that they 

still had 

that little 

kid inside 

them,” he 

said. “That 

actually 

gave me 

hope for 

IF YOU GO

What: 

“Women and 

Children First,” 

a comedy show 

presented by Rex 

Havens.
When: 

7:30 p.m. Satur-

day, March 21.

Where: 

Janesville Per-

J

Family funnies
Comedian scheduled 

for JPAC show focuses 

his humor on domestic 

life. kicks, inside
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