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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 39  

Cooler with 
increasing clouds

More on 7A

Court’s new look
The Supreme Court will change 

how it conducts its business 

in a number of ways today as it  

begins to hear arguments in 10 

cases over the course of 

six days. Page 7B

Memorial Day 

parade canceled
Although other activities 

marking Memorial Day 

might continue, the annual 

parade has been canceled, 

organizers say. Page 3A

Haley’s senior salute
Elkhorn’s Haley Remington set 

out last year to have the most 

memorable year possible. 

She’s proud of how it turned 

out despite  a global pandemic. 

Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

These days, when Janesville Mall General Man-

ager Julie Cubbage walks the mall’s concourse, she’s 

alone with the echoes of her own footfalls against 

shining tile.

In the half-dark of the 650,000-square-foot mall 

that’s been almost completely shuttered during the 

coronavirus pandemic, Cubbage’s only daily compan-

ions are the faceless mannequins standing sentinel 

behind caged-off entries to the mall’s idled shops.

The mannequins’ attire is early spring fashion left 

untouched since March 17. That’s the day the mall 

shuttered to the public under Gov. Tony Evers’ orders 

to protect public health in a pandemic that now has 

run weeks and will continue to run its course for 

untold weeks or months.

Cubbage said the coronavirus pandemic and the 

state’s corresponding business shutdowns and public 

gathering bans have the mall and other idled retailers 

facing perhaps their biggest-ever existential threat.

Janesville Mall weathers  
pandemic shutdown

‘It’s really kind of creepy to hear your own breathing echo off the walls and to see no 
people, just mannequins,’ Janesville Mall General Manager Julie Cubbage said while 
giving a tour of the mall.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Janesville Mall has been closed since mid-March because of the coronavirus pandemic.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLLE
Educators call if “differentiat-

ing.”
It means teaching students at 

wildly different stages without 
segregating the slow ones from 
those who are at or above grade 
level.

It’s a difficult task during most 
school years. Next year, it will be 
Herculean.

The Janesville School District 
next year plans to tackle pan-
demic-related knowledge gaps 
with testing and teaching to stu-
dents’ knowledge. No extended 
school days, no early start and—
for now—no staffing changes are 
planned to help students make up 
for what they are losing this year 
with school closed and everyone 
learning online.

The pandemic, which led to 
school closures in March, means 
Janesville students will miss 
more than 10 weeks of in-school, 
all-day learning.

Although the majority of stu-
dents are participating in online 
learning, what they they are 
receiving is a shadow of what they 
would get in a classroom, teach-
ers acknowledged.

For elementary levels, the 
amount of online time ranges 
from one to two hours a day. In the 
upper grades, it is closer to three 
or four hours a day. Addition-
ally, factors such as the reliabil-
ity of internet access, the ability 

Making up  
lost time

CONSIDERING  

SUMMER SCHOOL
Could Wisconsin school dis-

tricts use summer school to 
make up for lost time?

When Gov. Tony Evers closed 
schools, he did so through 
the end of the school year. For 
schools, this is June 30.

Most of Janesville’s school 
buildings are not air conditioned, 
making the prospect of teaching 
and learning in July and August 
unappealing.

State Department of Pub-
lic Instruction regulations don’t 
allow schools to use online 
schooling during summer school 
unless it’s for credit recovery, 
said Patrick Gasper, Janesville 
School District spokesman.

It’s possible the department 
could waive that rule, but it hasn’t 
happened yet, Gasper said.

As for starting school early, 
state law prohibits staring school 
before Sept. 1. Districts can get a 
waiver in “extraordinary circum-
stances.”

Janesville schools  
plan to address  
knowledge gaps

IN THE DARK

By Bernard Condon, Jim Mustian and Jennifer Peltz

Associated Press

NEW YORK

Faced with 20,000 coronavirus deaths 

and counting, the nation’s nursing homes 

are pushing back against a potential flood of 

lawsuits with a sweeping lobbying effort to 

get states to grant them emergency protec-

tion from claims of inadequate care.

At least 15 states have enacted laws or 

governors’ orders that explicitly or appar-

ently provide nursing homes and long-term 

care facilities some protection from lawsuits 

arising from the crisis. And in the case of 

New York, which leads the nation in deaths 

in such facilities, a lobbying group wrote 

the first draft of a measure that apparently 

makes it the only state with specific protec-

tion from both civil lawsuits and criminal 

prosecution.

Now the industry is forging ahead with a 

campaign to get other states on board with 

a simple argument: This was an unprece-

dented crisis and nursing homes should 

not be liable for events beyond their con-

trol, such as shortages of protective equip-

ment and testing, shifting directives from 

authorities, and sicknesses that have deci-

mated staffs.

“As our care providers make these diffi-

cult decisions, they need to know they will 

not be prosecuted or persecuted,” read a let-

ter sent this month from several major hos-

pital and nursing home groups to their next 

big goal, California, where Gov. Gavin New-

som has yet to make a decision. Other states 

in their sights include Florida, Pennsylvania 

and Missouri.

Watchdogs, patient advocates and law-

yers argue that immunity orders are mis-

guided. At a time when the crisis is lay-

ing bare such chronic industry problems 

Across US, care homes seek shield from lawsuits
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