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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 55  
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 9A

Vruwink’s ‘tough vote’
The state representative from  

Milton explains why he was  

one of four Democrats in the  

Assembly to vote in favor of  

the Republican-authored state 

budget plan. Page 3A

Giannis doubtful
The Bucks’ star forward 

hyperextended his left 

knee Tuesday and might 

miss Game 5 of the Eastern 

Conference Finals tonight. 

Page 1B
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KIDS STUFF

Get in the swing

Have you visited every play-

ground in the city of Janesville?

Are you sure?

The City of Janesville Rec-

reation Division is hosting a 

program 
this sum-
mer challeng-

ing parents 

to take their 

kids to each 

of Janesville’s 

43 playgrounds.

 Check-
lists providing 

details and loca-

tions for each are available at 

janesvillewi.gov/youthprograms.

Visitors are encouraged to 

hit each playground and record 

the experience with a photo for 

documentation. Once all play-

grounds have been visited, con-

tact the recreation division on 

Facebook, via email at  

recreationmail@ci.janesville or 

call 608-755-3030. 

The challenge is open 

through Oct. 3, and all families 

that complete it will be entered 

to win a prize basket. A random 

drawing for the ultimate chal-

lenge winner will be Oct. 4.

For more information, call 

608-755-3030.
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marriage proposal.

Detroit finds a new spot for 

his game, but he doesn’t have 

the money to fund it. To raise 

cash, he proposes a wager to 

high-roller Sky Masterson that 

Masterson can’t get a woman 

s choosing—Sarah 

Faith Green, 

as Adelaide,  

and Mat-

thew Sell, as 

Nathan Detroit,  

rehearse a 

scene from 

the Janesville 

School District 

Summer Musi-

cal produc-

tion of ‘Guys & 

Dolls.’ The show 

premieres Fri-

day, July 9, at 

Parker High 

School in 

Janesville.

Stephanie Natale 

photos

School district bets big 

on ‘Guys & Dolls’  

for summer musical

kicks
Lighthearted
‘Guys and Dolls’ was 

chosen as school district 

summer musical to amuse 

audiences hungering for 

laughs after a year of 

dread. kicks, inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As union workers at 

Janesville’s Hufcor plant 

face losing their jobs to 

Mexico, one lawmaker is 

taking a stand against cor-

porate private equity own-

ers that drive such deci-

sions.

On Wednesday, U.S. Sen. 

Tammy Baldwin met at the 

labor temple on Janes-

ville’s south side with sev-

eral Hufcor workers tasked 

with negotiating for the 

Industrial Division of the 

Communication Workers 

of America Local 84811, the 

union that represents most 

of the 175-some employees 

who work at moveable wall 

and door systems maker 

Hufcor off Kennedy Road 

in Janesville.

The workers face a 

shutdown of the Janes-

ville plant that would send 

manufacturing to Monter-

rey, Mexico later this year, 

union and equity firm offi-

cials have said.

OpenGate Capital, a 

private equity firm that 

bought out Hufcor from 

a former owner in 2017, 

announced in May that it 

intends to start layoffs as 

early as August in a plan 

to idle Hufcor’s manufac-

turing plant, blaming a 

downturn during the pan-

demic and an aging plant 

in Janesville.

Hufcor is one com-

pany in Los Angeles-based 

OpenGate’s larger portfolio 

of investments it owns.

A move to Mexico 

would transfer all of Huf-

cor’s manufacturing opera-

tions outside the U.S., and 

it would end a 120-year 

run of manufacturing in 

Janesville by Hufcor. It’s 

left dozens of local union 

members at Hufcor won-

dering how much longer 

they might have a job at 

the plant. Some members 

say they’re at loose ends 

over what employment 

they might find next.

On Wednesday, some of 

the union’s negotiators told 

Michael Gackstatter speaks with Sen. Tammy Baldwin, 
D-Wis., during a meeting with workers from Janesville’s  
Hufcor manufacturing plant at the Union Labor Temple in 
Janesville on Wednesday morning. 

Baldwin backs workers

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

With summer now in 
full swing, flowers are in 
bloom and pollinators are 
out in force helping with 
a vital process on which 
30% of the world’s food 
crops depend.

Except one major con-
tributor isn’t as abundant 
as it once was—wild bees.

Local farmers have 
attributed the decline in 
bees, both wild and man-
aged, to climate change 
and parasites. 

Nationwide, wild bees 
are decreasing in num-
bers, and experts don’t 
see that trend turning 
around anytime soon. A 
2017 report by the Center 
for Biological Diversity 
determined more than 
700 North American bee 
species are on the verge 
of extinction.

In Wisconsin, the 
native rusty-patched bum-
blebee—once prevalent 
throughout the state—
have declined by 87% 
over the past 20 years and 
was the first to be feder-
ally listed as endangered. 
Many factors contribute 
to this drop, including 
pesticides and parasites.

Managed honeybees 
face similar threats, but 
another problem beset-
ting the hives is colony 
collapse disorder. CCD is 
a phenomenon involving 
dead colonies in which 
the worker bees flee or 
otherwise disappear, leav-
ing the queen bee behind. 
Research has yet to pin-
point the exact cause, 
though the affects are 
staggering.

A 2020 report on Wis-
consin’s honeybee col-
onies found the state’s 
16,000 bee colonies are 
65% below the total from 
the year prior. The U.S. 
loses 40% of its colonies 
annually.

Such a loss can be dev-
astating because these 
pollinators contribute 
to more than $15 billion 
to agriculture industry, 
including the production 
of fruits and vegetables, 
according to the USDA.

Other existential 
threats plague bees in 
Wisconsin, which have 
equally detrimental con-
sequences.

Joe Kincade, owner of 
the Southern Wisconsin 
Organics grocery store in 

By Sarah D. Wire

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

The House voted largely along 

party lines Wednesday to create a 

special committee to investigate 

the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol by 

a pro-Trump crowd.

The attack occurred while 

Congress was certifying the 2020 

presidential results and forced 

Vice President Mike Pence and 

hundreds of lawmakers to flee. 

More than five people died in the 

melee or in the days after. At least 

140 police officers were injured. 

More than 500 people have been 

arrested on charges including 

conspiracy and unlawful entry.

“It was a tragedy, and the 

American people need to know 

all the facts,” House Majority 

Leader Steny Hoyer of Maryland 

said Tuesday. “That’s what this 

select committee is about, and 

I’m hopeful that our Republican 

colleagues will support it.”

The House voted 220-190.

Republican leaders urged 

their members to vote no on the 

bill, saying existing committees 

have the necessary authority to 

investigate and that the commit-

tee would be redundant and a 

distraction.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

of California invited a Capitol 

Police officer and two Metropoli-

tan Police officers who have been 

vocal about their experiences in 

the melee Jan. 6 to watch the 

debate and the vote from inside 

the chamber. She also invited 

Gladys Sicknick and Sandra 

Garza, the mother and partner 

of officer Brian Sicknick, respec-

tively, who died after the attack.

The vote to create the House 

committee comes more than 

a month after a bipartisan 

attempt to create an independent 

House creates committee to investigate Jan. 6 Capitol attack
House majority leader: 
‘American people need 
to know all the facts’

US senator tells Hufcor employees about 
bill to pressure private equity owners

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A rally takes place Wednesday across the street from Hufcor in opposition to Los Angeles-based OpenGate Capital’s previ-
ously announced decision to move production and more than 150 jobs to Mexico.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Mike Koehler checks  on the beehives positioned behind his 
home in the town of Plymouth on Wednesday. Now more 
than 10 years into beekeeping, the Koehlers have more than 
200 hives at 10 locations in southcentral Wisconsin.

Bees on the  
decline locally
Farmers attribute drop in population  

to climate change, parasites

OpenGate Capital, a private 

equity firm that bought 

out Hufcor from a former 

owner in 2017, announced in 

May that it intends to start 

layoffs as early as August 

in a plan to idle Hufcor’s 

manufacturing plant,  

blaming a downturn during 

the pandemic and an aging 

plant in Janesville.
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