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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Joyce M. Allen
•Thomas P. Sayre
•Tina Sterken Shafer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 68 

A shower or t-storm; 
not as warm
More on 9A

Classified . . . . .8B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . 6B-8B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .5A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

Exploring  

the Ice Age Trail
Madison photographer  

Cameron Gillie is trekking 

the 1,200 miles of the Ice 

Age Trail and taking photos 

of his journeys. Page 5A
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La Follette defeats Craig, 35-14 Other Friday scores

Madison East ...... 23
Parker ................... 17

Evansville ............ 43
East Troy ................ 0

Turner ..................40
Brodhead/Juda ... 33

Full coverage inside

The Lancers scored 

the game’s last 21 

points to win the final 

Big Eight matchup 

between the two 

schools. Page 1B

By Jennifer Peltz and Frank Jordans

Associated Press

NEW YORK
Young people afraid for their futures 

protested around the globe Friday to 
implore leaders to tackle climate change, 
turning out by the hundreds of thousands 
to insist that the warming world can’t wait 
for action.

Marches, rallies and demonstrations 
were held from Canberra to Kabul and 
Cape Town to New York, and German 
police reported that more than 100,000 
turned out in Berlin.

Days before world a U.N. climate sum-
mit of world leaders, the “Global Climate 
Strike” events ranged from about two 
dozen activists in Seoul using LED flash-
lights to send Morse code messages call-
ing for action to rescue the earth to Aus-
tralia demonstrations that organizers esti-
mated were the country’s largest protests 
since the Iraq War began in 2003.

“Basically, our earth is dying, and if we 
don’t do something about it, we die,” said 
A.J. Conermann, a 15-year old high school 
sophomore among several thousand who 
marched to the Capitol building in Wash-
ington.

“I want to grow up. I want to have a 
future,” Conermann added.

In New York, where public schools 

excused students with parental permis-

sion, tens of thousands of mostly young 

By Tom Miller

tmiller@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Moments after the team of doctors had left the 

room at American Family Children’s Hospital in 

Madison, then 13-year-old Aleena Lopez looked at 

her mother, Heather.

“Mom,” she asked, “am I going to die?”

Heather and her mother, Marilyn—Aleena’s 

“nana”—still were in shock.

Just days before, it had been a normal sum-

mer for Aleena, Heather and Heather’s boyfriend 

of nine years, Ramon Miramontez.

Then in late July, Aleena began having head-

aches in the back of her head. She felt dizzy when 

she rose from sitting.

A family doctor checked her vital signs. Normal.

The doctor asked if she had double vision. She 

did not.

Without any other symptoms to go on, the doc-

tor told Heather to monitor the situation.

On Aug. 2, Aleena attended a slumber party 

at a friend’s house. The headache returned. She 

‘Aleena Strong’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Aleena Lopez looks through newly received get-well cards with her mother Heather after 
returning home Friday from her last day of radiation treatment at American Family Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Madison. On Aug. 2, an ache on the back of Aleena’s head led to double 
vision and vomiting. That prompted a trip to the doctor where a growth was discovered in 
her head. Three days later, Aleena and her family learned the growth was cancerous and 
inside the brain stem.

TO HELP
“You got this Aleena; Attack 

It” support bracelets are avail-
able at East Point Sportz Pub 
and Sneakers Bar in Janesville 
for $3 each.

A benefit event will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 19, starting at 
11 a.m. at Sneakers Bar, Janes-
ville. Meat raffles, basket raf-
fles, a live auction with auction-
eer Bob Johnson and a 50/50 
raffle will be held. To donate 
items, contact Kendra Hoskins 
at East Point Sportz Pub at 305-
0253.

A “TeamAleena” GoFundMe 
account has been set up by 
Aleena’s friends. The fund 
stands at $3,860 with a goal of 
$4,000.

A “You Got This Aleena” 
meal program is set up at meal 
train.com. Cook or donate food 
cards to help the Lopez family.

14-year-old Aleena Lopez and family fight brain cancer

Youthful protesters  
urge climate action
Gatherings around globe  
implore leaders to tackle 

climate change

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

Friday’s sentencing 

hearing began with a fam-

ily’s tearful longing for 

Joshua R. Syck—a father, 

boyfriend, best friend—

two years after his drug 

overdose death.

Despite the financial 

assistance that came from 

his death, one of 

Syck’s children told 

the filled court-

room the family 

would rather live 

in a cardboard box 

in the rainforest if 

that meant having 

Syck in their lives.

Syck’s brother 

David asked for the max-

imum penalty against Jer-

emy D. Meyer, whom a jury 

in July convicted 

of delivering drugs 

and taking Syck’s 

wallet. But the jury 

did not find Meyer 

guilty of deliver-

ing the drugs that 

killed Syck.

Syck ’s  for -

mer wife, Melissa, who’d 

known him since she was 

Term for drug death sparks 
criticism of tough sentencing

Associated Press
Thousands join together in a climate protest 
in Brussels on  Friday. In cities around the U.S. 
and across the globe, hundreds of thousands 
of people took the streets Friday to demand 
that leaders tackle climate change in the 
run-up to a U.N. summit.

Syck

Turn to ALEENA on Page 9A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Joining hundreds of 

thousands of demonstra-

tors around the globe,  

Janesville and Rock County 

residents worried about 

global climate change 

gathered outside the Rock 

County Courthouse for 

their own climate strike.

Students and other 

activists gave speeches at 

the strike, which were fol-

lowed by a march in down-

town Janesville.

Many of the global 

demonstrations were 

organized by high school 

and college students who 

want political leaders to 

take action to address cli-

mate change, and the Rock 

County gathering was no 

different.

Kenneth Forbeck, a 

senior at Craig High in 

Janesville, organized and 

spoke at the local strike. 

Several dozens of people 

turned up to the Janesville 

event; in Madison, author-

ities estimated that 3,000 

people gathered for a cli-

mate strike around the 

state Capitol.

In his speech, Forbeck 

said he should have spent 

his Friday night playing 

with the school pep band 

or hanging out with friends. 

Instead, he led the protest 

because he is scared for his 

future.

The government and 

society has let down For-

beck’s generation by not 

acting sooner to prevent cli-

mate change, he said.

Brittany Keyes, a Beloit 

doctor who ran against state 

Rep. Amy Loudenbeck, 

R-Clinton, for Louden-

beck’s Assembly seat last 

fall, said she was inspired 

Demonstrators gather in Janesville  
to demand action on climate change

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Dozens gather in Upper Courthouse Park in Janesville on Fri-
day for the Rock County climate strike. The rally was one of 
many around the world demanding action on climate change.
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