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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Robert E. Arnold
•Bridgette “Bird” Clavey
•Terry L. Jenkins

•Maynard “Milt” Mildorfer
•Carolyn E. Moffitt
•Virginia L. “Ginny” Peters

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 37 | Low 20  
A bit of morning 

snow
More on 7A

DNR revival?
Election of Tony Evers 

as governor could give 

new life to state agency 

transformed during Scott 

Walker’s tenure. Page 2A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Mechanic Chris Hamil connects the pneumatic lines for the side wing of a city plow truck Thursday while preparing 
vehicles for the upcoming winter weather at the Janesville’s City Services Center. Snow was expected this morning. 
See the weekend forecast on Page 7A.

Janesville readies its fleet of snow plows
By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The owner of the Janesville 

Mall said he wasn’t surprised 

to learn Thursday the Sears 

store is closing, and he’s op-

timistic the store’s departure 

could pave the way for a more 

vibrant retail use.

In a phone interview with 

The Gazette, RockStep Cap-

ital President Andy Weiner 

confirmed the two-floor Sears 

department store and the 

standalone Sears automotive 

center north of the mall likely 

will close sometime in early 

February.

Texas-based RockStep, a 

shopping mall owner and 

management firm, owns the 

Janesville Mall, 2500 Milton 

Ave.

Sears Holdings, the parent 

of Sears stores, did not return 

calls from The Gazette on 

Thursday.

The Sears closure would 

leave another anchor store 

vacant at the Janesville Mall. 

In 2014, it lost JC Penney, 

and earlier this year the mall 

went through the shuttering 

of Boston Store after parent 

company Bon-Ton Stores filed 

for bankruptcy.

JC Penney and Boston 

Store rented space at the mall, 

but Sears owns and operates 

both the department store 

building and the auto center 

building.

Weiner said he was “sad-

dened” but “not surprised” 

Sears, a former American 

retail behemoth now moving 

through Chapter 11 bankrupt-

cy, would shutter its Janes-

ville stores.

Weiner said he was “100 

percent” certain the Sears 

stores would be closing even 

as his company was working 

to buy the mall earlier this 

year.

He said RockStep’s strat-

egy of reviving and redevel-

oping the mall always has 

hinged on Sears’ departure as 

a given, not a mere possibility.

“While it’s unfortunate to 

see such a major retailer leave 

the market, we had expected 

Sears to vacate 
Janesville Mall  

by February 2019

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Sears store at the Janesville Mall is slated for closure in early 
2019, the owner of the shopping center said.

New mall owner  
expected departure

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School District’s 

strategic planning committee 

picked a facilities referendum 

plan to present to the school 

board at its next meeting Monday, 

though the plan won’t receive fi-

nal approval until at least Nov. 26.

Most of the school board’s stra-

tegic planning committee, which 

consists of the entire board, 

agreed that a $59.96 million op-

tion was the best choice among 

four remaining proposals.

This plan would include reno-

vations and additions at the mid-

dle school and all four elementary 

schools. The high school would 

get gym and STEM upgrades and 

a new pool.

Six of the committee’s seven 

members agreed the plan, known 

as Option A, addressed the most 

needs. It would enhance most 

district buildings, add space for 

academic programming and ad-

dress overcrowding.

The costs of the four plans 

ranged from $56.74 million 

to $60.79 million. Committee 

co-chairman Joe Martin said be-

cause of the narrow price range, 

he based his decision on finding 

the best fit for teachers and stu-

dents.

Committee and school board 

Brian Kvapil said he needed more 

time to review data for each op-

tion. He criticized representa-

tives from JP Cullen and Plunkett 

Raysich Architects for not provid-

ing plan details until earlier this 

week, giving him little time for 

analysis.

At an Oct. 25 meeting, the com-

mittee was close to settling on 

Option A before Kvapil requested 

more information about class-

room dimensions, square footage 

of new space and 

more.

The extra data 

had little influ-

ence on the rest 

of the committee, 

But Kvapil said he 

couldn’t pick the 

best value until 

he had a chance 

to thoroughly re-

view each option.

He thought some options had 

unnecessary features that could 

be cut. If he had more time, Kvapil 

said he might be able to find be-

tween $5 million and $10 million 

worth of savings.

Kvapil did feel comfortable 

eliminating Option C, which 

would have realigned grades and 

brought sixth grade to the middle 

school.

Option B’s included a large ad-

dition at East Elementary. Most 

committee members were con-

cerned this would place a dispro-

portionate number of students in 

one school.

Option D was the same as Op-

tion A, except it did not include a 

By Krysta Fauria and Jonathan J. Cooper

Associated Press

THOUSAND OAKS, CALIF.

Terrified patrons hurled barstools through win-

dows to escape or threw their bodies protectively on 

top of friends as a Marine combat veteran killed 12 

people at a country music bar in an attack that add-

ed Thousand Oaks to the roster of American cities 

traumatized by mass shootings.

Dressed all in black with his hood pulled up, the 

gunman apparently took his own life as scores of 

police converged on the Borderline Bar and Grill in 

Southern California.

The motive for the rampage late Wednesday night 

was under investigation.

The killer, Ian David Long, 28, was a former ma-

chine gunner and Afghanistan war veteran who was 

interviewed by police at his home last spring after 

an episode of agitated behavior that authorities were 

told might have been post-traumatic stress disorder.

Opening fire with a handgun with an illegal, ex-

tra-capacity magazine, Long shot a security guard 

outside the bar and then went in and took aim at 

employees and customers, authorities said. He also 

used a smoke bomb, according to a law enforcement 

official who was not authorized to discuss the investi-

gation publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity.

The dead included a veteran sheriff ’s deputy who 

rushed in to confront the gunman, as well as a 22-year-

old man who planned to join the Army, a freshman 

at nearby Pepperdine University and a recent Cal 

Turn to SEARS on Page 7A

12 people shot dead  
in California bar

Sheriff ’s deputy responding  
to 911 calls among those killed

Turn to SHOOTING on Page 7A

Milton panel picks referendum option to present to board
Kvapil wanted more 

time to analyze choices

Kvapil

Turn to BOARD on Page 7A

Wildfire rages
Fast-moving fire rages through 

Northern California, burning  

at least 1,000 structures in 

town of 27,000. Page 6B
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