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Injured dog finds 

a foster family
A severely injured dog has 

found his way from Doha, 

Qatar, to the town of Beloit, 

where he has a new chance 

at life. Page 2A

Deputy charged 

in Sauk County
A woman used a cellphone 

to record a violent attack 

by an off-duty Rock County 

sheriff’s deputy, according to  

a criminal complaint. Page 3A

Crew holds off Cubs
Yasmani Grandal was one of 

five Brewers to smack homers 

in a 13-10 victory over the 

Chicago Cubs at Miller Park 

in Milwaukee on Friday.  

Page 1B

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Community Credit Union is 

asking the city of Janesville to cover site 

preparation costs for its proposed down-

town headquarters instead of a more tra-

ditional tax increment financing deal.

Under the arrangement, the city would 

pay an estimated $7.1 million upfront to 

acquire and demolish properties, relocate 

utilities, and perform an environmental 

cleanup, according to a city memorandum.

That contrasts with the city’s original 

offer—a 15-year, $6.1 million, pay-as-you-go 

TIF deal plus $1.9 million in upfront costs 

for an $8 million city investment.

Pay-as-you-go TIF deals are standard 

for many municipalities. Cities reim-

burse a portion of the developer’s annual 

property taxes for the deal’s duration to 

help the developer recover costs.

Blackhawk’s proposed headquarters, 

known as Reflections Plaza, would be 

located along the eastern shore of the 

Rock River, sandwiched between East 

Court Street and Hedberg Public Library. 

It would be a multipurpose building with 

room for other tenants.

Blackhawk CEO Sherri Stumpf said the 

company’s new request is not a “nontra-

ditional” incentive. The city often pays to 

acquire and demolish buildings, and it 

has already done so on this site—paying 

$750,000 to buy and raze the former Mercy 

Credit union pitches new deal for project

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The former Bee Line Wheel Alignment building, seen here on the Rock River adjacent to Hed-
berg Public Library, stands where Blackhawk Community Credit Union plans to build its new 
administrative headquarters.

IF YOU GO
What: Janesville City Council meeting
When: 6 p.m. Monday, April 8.
Where: City Hall, 18 N. Jackson St., 

Janesville.

On the agenda
 � The council will hold a public hearing 

and take action on a proposed beekeeping 
ordinance. The ordinance would provide 
formal guidelines for backyard beekeep-
ing in the city.

 �     The council will consider authoriz-
ing the purchase of a home at 107 W. High-
way 11 in the town of Rock. This would open 
up space for further development at Natur-
Pak Pet Foods. The city already bought the 
neighboring home at 123 W. Highway 11. It 
plans to annex both properties.

Proposal would have city 
acquire, clear sites, 

prepare area for building  

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The man authorities 

believe supplied the hand-

gun used in a 2016 drive-by 

shooting that killed a 

5-year-old Beloit boy will 

serve 15 years in prison, a 

Rock County judge ruled 

Friday.

Judge Michael Haaken-

son handed Isaac Torres, 

27, of Beloit the maximum 

sentence for his role in the 

January 2016 death of Aus-

tin Ramos Jr., who prose-

cutors say was shot as he 

rode in a vehicle driven by 

his father.

It’s the third sentencing 

in the case and the second 

time this month Haaken-

son has handed down a 

stiff sentence for people 

charged in the shooting. 

He said it should serve 

as a warning to crimi-

nals who would commit 

“gang-related” gun vio-

lence or take the law into 

their own hands.

The sentencing came 

after Ramos’ mother, Jas-

min Martinez, and his 

grandmother, Alicia Mar-

tinez, spoke in court of 

the pain they’ve had to 

relive through multiple 

hearings on the 5-year-

old’s death—a crime Rock 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville City Manager Mark 

Freitag told the powerful state Joint 

Finance Committee on Friday he is 

encouraged by proposals in Gov. Tony 

Evers’ 2019-21 state budget plan.

Freitag spoke at the committee’s 

first public hearing on the gover-

nor’s budget at the Pontiac Conven-

tion Center. Janesville Police Chief 

Dave Moore told a Gazette reporter 

about 250 people were inside the cen-

ter when the hearing began at 10 a.m.

Friday’s hearing was the first of 

four the budget-writing committee is 

hosting across the state this month. 

The others will be in Oak Creek, River 

Falls and Green Bay.

The committee is tasked with 

editing and amending Evers’ budget 

before it heads to the Legislature. It 

then will go back to Evers for final 

approval.

Freitag told the committee the city 

supports Evers’ proposal to increase 

county and municipal aid by 2%, 

saying the boost could give the city 

another $115,000 in shared revenue.

But he said the proposal “does not 

go far enough.”

Eighty-three percent of the city’s 

revenue stream comes from property 

taxes or shared revenue, Freitag said, 

and Janesville is last among its 15 peer 

communities in its ability to gener-

ate revenue.

Freitag also praised Evers’ proposal 

to allow counties and municipalities 

to raise their levy limits by 2% regard-

less of net new construction, an idea 

that Rock County Administrator Josh 

Smith likewise has supported.

Janesville’s net new construction 

rarely outpaces inflation, Freitag said, 

and the cumulative negative effect of 

levy limit restrictions over time is 

insurmountable.

“Why are municipalities penalized 

for bringing jobs to our communities 

and growing?” Freitag asked the com-

mittee.

Smith also addressed the com-

mittee Friday, touting Rock County’s 

Ground Water Nitrate Work Group. 

He lauded the Speaker’s Task Force on 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville City Manager Mark Freitag and other city leaders speak to the Joint Finance Committee on Friday at the Pontiac 
Convention Center in Janesville.

Public hearing draws hundreds
Freitag supports some of Gov. Evers’ plans in proposed 2019-21 state budget

Man who supplied 
gun in boy’s slaying 

sentenced to 15 years

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Isaac Torres, 27, of Beloit talks with his attorney, Ashley 
Morse, after pleading guilty in February to second-degree 
reckless homicide in a shooting that killed a 5-year-old 
Beloit boy in January 2016. Torres was sentenced Friday 
to 15 years in prison and 10 years of extended supervision 
in Rock County Court. Authorities believe Torres supplied 
the handgun that Sergio Ortiz used to shoot the boy and 
was with Ortiz and others during the shooting.Turn to BUDGET on Page 7A
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