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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
In a normal week, Janes-

ville-based social services agency 

ECHO might see five new families 

applying for services.

In the two weeks since the 

coronavirus restrictions started, 

ECHO has fielded requests from 

75 new families seeking every-

thing from rental assistance to 

food from the food pantry, Asso-

ciate Director Jessica Locher said.

ECHO isn’t alone.

Across the community, non-

profits face challenges on three 

fronts: increasing need, lost reve-

nue and safety protocols that have 

changed how they interact with 

clients and volunteers.

At the Salvation Army in Janes-

ville, one fundraiser has been 

rescheduled three times. Another 

has been canceled, said Patrice 

Gabower, volunteer and special 

events coordinator.

The organization’s Others 

Luncheon will not be held this 

year. The Salvation Army Wom-

en’s Auxiliary fabric sale has been 

postponed until April 30-May 

2—unless Gov. Tony Evers extends 

his stay-at-home order.

Gabower is concerned that 

even if the order is lifted, people 

still might avoid large groups.

The auxiliary’s other fund-

raiser is a flower sale usually held 

around Mother’s Day. Again, it’s 

uncertain how long the stay-at-

home order will last.

The women’s auxiliary fund-

raisers usually generate more 

than $50,000 for the Salvation 

Army’s food pantry, Gabower said.

Meanwhile, the number of 

lunches needed in Janesville and 

Beloit has increased.

Usually, lunches are prepared 

in-house and served at each loca-

tion. It’s economical, and volun-

teers help prepare and serve the 

meals.

Now, social-distancing rules 

Nonprofits pressed
UNITED WAY RESPONSE

The United Way has stepped up 
its efforts to help local nonprofits 
but is facing challenges of its own.

In an email to The Gazette, 
United Way Executive Director Mary 
Fanning-Penny said more than 62% 
of donations come from employ-
ees who contribute through payroll 
deductions.

“As employers face difficult deci-
sions to temporarily idle facilities, 
lay off employees or further reduce 
operations and workforce, this may 
necessitate grant funding reduc-
tions to the very programs our com-
munities rely upon to provide criti-
cal services during this health and 

economic crisis,” Fanning-Penny 
said. “At this point in time, it’s sim-
ply too early to tell what the impact 
may be.”

Fanning-Penny encourages peo-
ple to “double down” during this 
time of need by donating to the 
United Way’s COVID-19 Action Fund.

The federal CARES Act that was 
signed into law March 27 allows peo-
ple a $300 “nonitemized” charita-
ble deduction. The deduction is only 
available for people who don’t item-
ize their taxes and can only be used 
for financial donations, not in-kind 
donations.

By Anna Marie Lux

amarielux@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Domestic violence will 

increase during stay-at-home 

orders to slow the spread of 

the coronavirus, experts warn.

“People in abusive relation-

ships are not 

safer at home,” 

said Jessica 

Luepnitz of the 

YWCA Rock 

County. “Social 

distancing can 

be devastating 

in times like 

this.”

Luepnitz is the director of 

the Alternatives to Violence 

program, which helps domes-

tic violence victims who are in 

crisis.

She and other advocates fear 

the situation will get worse the 

longer COVID-19 isolates peo-

ple in their homes.

“My worse fear is that an 

abusive individual can harm 

another to the point of death,” 

Luepnitz said.

She emphasized that the 

YWCA crisis line is still staffed, 

the local emergency shelter is 

still open, and help is still avail-

able.

“We are here by calling or 

texting,” Luepnitz said.

As of midweek, the cri-

sis line had seen only a slight 

increase in calls.

“That could be because 

abused individuals may not be 

able to reach out through our 

call or text line, given that the 

abuser is in the same home 

with them,” Luepnitz said.

She expects calls to spike 

once the “Safer at Home” order 

is lifted.

“That’s when we are bracing 

ourselves,” she said. “Once the 

order is lifted, people will get a 

free moment to make a phone 

call or to make a report to law 

enforcement.”

Gov. Tony Evers and the 

state Department of Health 

Services issued the order effec-

tive March 25 through April 24. 

It says all Wisconsin residents 

must stay at home as much as 

possible.

Most domestic violence 

Advocates fear 
for abuse victims

Luepnitz

FOR HELP
If you are a victim of 

domestic violence, the YWCA 
Rock County can help.

 � 24-hour helpline: 608-
752-2583 or 800-750-7990.

 � 24-hour text line: 608-
371-9288.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Sally Haas fastens a mask behind her head before handling food Wednesday at the Salvation Army in 
Janesville. Local nonprofits are seeing increasing need and dwindling resources, and they are pleading for finan-
cial help. Top left: Cheryl Maveety counts sandwiches while preparing lunch with other volunteers Wednesday at 
the Salvation Army. The organization has changed the way it serves lunch to follow social distancing guidelines. 
Top right: Mary Kant opens a loaf of bread while making sandwiches for the Salvation Army.

Pandemic has meant more demand but less money for groups
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More time at home 
can lead to more 

domestic violence
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Feds planning 

mask guideline
The US plans to issue 

guidelines telling people 

in areas hit hard by the 

coronavirus to wear masks 

when in public. Page 5B

Convention  

delayed
The Democratic National 

Convention, scheduled 

to be held in Milwaukee 

in July has been pushed 

back to August. Page 2A

Signings scarce
After striking gold in free 

agency last offseason, 

don’t expect a repeat 

out of Green Bay’s 

stopgap signings this 

time around. Page 1B

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

A federal judge on Thursday 

declined to postpone Wiscon-

sin’s presidential primary as 

the coronavirus spreads, but he 

ordered that people be given an 

extra six days beyond Tuesday’s 

election for absentee voting.

U.S. District Judge William 

Conley blasted state leaders’ 

decision not to delay the elec-

tion to protect people’s health 

but refused to postpone it 

himself, saying a federal judge 

shouldn’t act as the state’s 

health officer.

“As much as the court would 

prefer that the Wisconsin Leg-

islature and Governor consider 

the public health ahead of any 

political considerations, that 

does not appear in the cards. 

Nor is it appropriate for a fed-

eral district court to act as the 

state’s chief health official by 

taking that step for them,” Con-

ley wrote.

The deadline for voters to 

get absentee ballots to local 

clerks had been 8 p.m. Tues-

day, but Conley’s order shifted 

that to 4 p.m. April 13. Conley 

also extended the deadline for 

voters to request ballots by a 

day to 5 p.m. today.

The judge also lifted a wit-

ness requirement for absen-

tee ballot applications, writ-

ing that voters can provide a 

written affirmation that they 

could not safely obtain a wit-

ness signature because of coro-

navirus fears.

The Republican Party of 

Wisconsin said it has appealed 

the ruling to the 7th U.S. Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals, asking 

it to stay the order. The Repub-

lican National Committee and 

the party had urged Conley to 

Judge’s ruling alters 
election timeline

Absentee ballots must 
be received by April 13 

instead of Tuesday
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