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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Russell B. Atkinson
•Virginia M. “Ginny” Ellsworth
•Ruby M. Gregus
•Virginia L. Koehn

•Linda M. Logue
•Stephen C. Sedwick
•William J. Skelton Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 67  

A shower and  
thunderstorm 

around
More on 9A

Foiled oil?
Minnesota appeals 

court calls for further 

review of Enbridge 

pipeline’s impact on 

environment. Page 2A

Bliss to sell media holdings
Gazette, WCLO, WJVL, 
to change hands soon

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A man and woman accused 

of making methamphetamine 

south of Janesville last month 

might have been doing it for sev-

eral years.

Criminal complaints filed 

in Rock County Court on Mon-

day allege the pair had been 

buying a key ingredient in the 

meth-making 

process—cold 

remedies con-

taining pseu-

doephedrine—

since 2015.

They also 

recruited oth-

ers to buy the 

cold medicine, 

the complaint states. One of 

the buyers had bought pseudo-

ephedrine 22 times during the 

previous year.

Federal law 

l imi t s  how 

much pseudo-

ephedrine a per-

son can buy and 

requires sellers 

to keep track of 

purchasers.

James E. 

Bjork, 47, of Redwood Motel, 

3912 N. Hackbarth Road, Janes-

ville, and Stacey R. Utterberg, 

45, of 233 Kellogg Ave., were 

arrested after sheriff ’s depu-

ties raided a building at 1101 S. 

County D (Afton Road) in the 

town of Rock on April 29.

The Rock County Sheriff ’s 

Office said at the time that depu-

ties found materials suggesting 

a “one-pot” method, also known 

as “shake and bake,” was used to 

make the illicit stimulant.

Milton’s AJ Gray 
tees off on the 
last hole Mon-
day during the 
WIAA Division 
1 state boys 
golf tourna-
ment  at Univer-
sity Ridge Golf 
Course in Mad-
ison. Gray shot 
a 6-over-par 78 
and is in 32nd 
place head-
ing into today’s 
second round. 
Blake Wisdom 
of Badger High 
School leads the 
field after shoot-
ing a 70, and Joe 
Forsting of Edg-
erton shot a 67 
to lead the Divi-
sion 2 field.
See Sports on 
Page 1B.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@ 
gazettextra.com

A beginning, middle and end:  
An open letter from the Bliss family

The story of Bliss Com-

munications began in 

1883, when Howard Festus 

Bliss acquired The Janes-

ville Gazette. He could 

not have known that the 

risk he took would lead to 

136 years and five genera-

tions of family ownership 

of what would become 

the oldest daily newspa-

per under the same flag in 

Wisconsin.

Over those years, 

it has been our fami-

ly’s great privilege to 

tell the stories of Janes-

ville and Rock and Wal-

worth counties. In 1930 

and 1947, the company 

bought WCLO and WJVL, 

respectively, enabling it 

to bring the wonders of 

AM and FM radio broad-

casting to Janesville and 

Rock County. Subsequent 

years brought additional 

acquisitions, including the 

Marinette 

EagleHe-

rald, CSI 

Media and 

a state-

of-the-art 

commer-

cial print-

ing facility 

in Janes-

ville.

The 13½ decades 

of Bliss family owner-

ship have included good 

times and bad. Through 

them all, the true joy for 

us has been in know-

ing that every single day, 

the talented, committed 

and caring people of this 

Two might have been making meth since 2015

UtterbergBjork

‘Fix the 
damn 
roads’

Evers won’t rule out  
paying for roads without 
proposed gas tax increase

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers on 

Monday wouldn’t rule out the pos-
sibility of paying for roads without 
his coveted gas tax increase.

Evers called for an 8-cent per-gal-
lon increase as the centerpiece of his 
roads-funding plan, along with a 
variety of other vehicle fee increases. 
Last week, Senate Majority Leader 
Scott Fitzgerald said Republicans 
were not going to accept the gas tax 
hike but were looking at a variety of 
other fee increases.

Evers campaigned on raising the 
gas tax, saying it was the most rea-
sonable and sustainable way to pay 
for roads. Republicans in the Legis-
lature, particularly in the Assembly, 
have been open to the idea of rais-
ing gas taxes in the past. The gas tax 
in Wisconsin hasn’t increased since 
2006, despite a road-funding short-
age that has led to deteriorating con-
ditions and delays in major projects 
across the state.

“Clearly the people of Wiscon-
sin told us during the campaign to 

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

The biggest shift in the local 

media landscape since 1883 was 

announced Monday when the Bliss 

family revealed its intent to sell The 

Gazette and radio stations WCLO 

and WJVL to two other family-owned 

businesses.

Bliss Communications is selling 

its newspapers to Adams Publishing 

Group and its radio stations to Ben 

Thompson, CEO of Big Radio.

Sidney H. “Skip” Bliss, presi-

dent and CEO of Bliss Communi-

cations, made the announcement 

at employee meetings Monday in 

Janesville and remotely through 

video links.

“The opportunity to operate these 

companies for a very long time as a 

family business has been remarkable 

and satisfying for five generations,” 

Bliss said.

“Along the way, certainly, like any 

business, we’ve had some ups and 

downs, but over that span of time 

have loved the businesses we oper-

ate,” Bliss said.

The company’s two daily news-

papers—The Gazette in Janes-

ville and The EagleHerald in Mari-

nette—and its weekly community 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The biggest shift in the local media landscape since 1883 was announced Mon-
day when the Bliss family revealed its intent to sell The Gazette and radio stations 
WCLO-AM and WJVL-FM to two other family-owned businesses.

Skip Bliss

Turn to BLISS on Page 5A Turn to LETTER on Page 5A

Turn to ROADS on Page 9A Turn to METH on Page 9A

More charges filed
A former Rock County sheriff’s 

deputy faces domestic abuse 

charges in Rock County along 

with prior pending charges in 

Sauk County.  Page 3A

Two Trumps
London sees both 

sides of American 

president during 

Trump’s state visit to 

Britain. Page 7B

Big swing
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