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By Benjamin Pierce
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JANESVILLE

A survey distributed Fri-

day by the Janesville School 

District asks residents how 

they feel about the pos-

sibility of spending up to 

$59 million on referendum 

projects.

The survey asks resi-

dents about their comfort 

level with a $37 million 

operational referendum 

and a $22.5 million capital 

referendum. The totals are 

based on an estimated stu-

dent population of 9,231.

The referendum proj-

ects are necessary, accord-

ing to the survey, because 

the district has a lower rev-

enue limit than many area 

school districts based on its 

declining enrollment.

Each school district in 

Wisconsin has a revenue 

limit determined by the 

state budget. This number 

caps the amount of money a 

district can receive through 

state aid and local property 

taxes.

The survey asks resi-

dents to rank several pri-

orities, including safety/

security, performing arts, 

comparable athletic facil-

ities, controlling tax 

impact, controlling spend-

ing, Advanced Placement 

course opportunities and 

career exploration for stu-

dents.

The survey process is 

part of the district’s $30,000 

contract with the Donovan 

Group, a Milwaukee-based 

school communications 

company. The district spent 

$8,300 to print and mail the 

survey.

The survey was sent to 

more than 32,000 house-

holds using the U.S. Postal 

Service’s every day direct-

mail method, which is 

cost-effective but inexact, 

said Dan McCrea, the dis-

trict’s chief financial officer.

“EDDM is a cost-effec-

tive service offered by the 

USPS, albeit there are chal-

lenges with overcast using 

a ZIP code distribution,” 

McCrea said in a state-

ment to The Gazette. “In 

other words, there might 

be some households receiv-

ing the survey who do not 

reside in the School District 

of Janesville.”

Patrick Gasper, the dis-

trict’s public information 

officer, said officials don’t 

know how many families 

outside the district received 

the survey because it is dis-

tributed by mail carri-

ers, who deliver it to every 

household on their routes.

Each Janesville School 

District student brings 

$9,700 into the district, 

which is lower than most 

area districts and the state 

and county average, both 

of which are more than 

$10,000 per student.

“Based on new forecast-

ing, the district will see a 

significant budget deficit 

starting next year, despite 

work to trim costs, if efforts 

are not made to address it,” 

the survey reads. “In short, 

the district’s revenue limit 

is falling faster and more 

significantly than its abil-

ity to realize cost savings 

as a result of having fewer 

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Workers prepare forms that will hold concrete for a reconstructed river wall along the 
east side of the Rock River in downtown Janesville on Monday. The east side of the city’s 
Town Square project, together with the Blain Gilbertson Heritage Bridge, will likely be 
completed this fall, said city senior engineer Matt McGrath. The project will include 
parking, a canopied stage and a grassy area. Construction was delayed because of 
high water last year, but the contractor is now making good progress, McGrath said.

Remainder of town square project takes shape

Referendum surveys distributed

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s a little more than 

a month before the com-
ing school year starts, and 
already Mary Gut’s day care 
center, Cradles to Crayons 
Early Learning Center, has 
reached its 50-child capac-
ity.

This year, a growing num-
ber of parents sweating the 
COVID-19 pandemic are 
requesting Gut’s Janesville 
day care center provide full-
day service for their school-
age children—with virtual 
learning rolled in.

It’s a setup Gut said some 
working parents view as 
preferable to sending their 
kids to local schools poised 
to fully reopen this fall, even 
amid the pandemic.

It has prompted Gut to 
hire additional staff who 
would split school-aged stu-
dents into small groups and 

shepherd them through a 

day that would include vir-

tual learning programs set 

up by local school districts.

Cradles to Crayons is one 

of dozens of local day cares 

suddenly in demand in 

new and different ways as 

working parents and their 

employers deal with a lin-

gering conundrum: how 

to return to work during a 

pandemic that continues to 

present no safe bets for how 

classroom-based schooling 

might roll out.

On Monday, Forward 

Janesville, the city’s cham-

ber of commerce, released 

results of a child care survey 

that shows most local busi-

nesses polled share the same 

sentiment: They want to see 

five-day-a-week, in-class-

room schooling resume this 

fall.

According to the survey, 

93% of 15 or so businesses 

responding say their busi-

ness would be impacted if 

schools didn’t return to an 

“in-person, five-day-per-

week instructional model” 

in the fall.

And nearly half the 

employers surveyed said 

the businesses would be 

affected “a lot” or “a great 

deal” if schools don’t return 

to normal.

One unidentified busi-

ness gave this response to 

the survey:

“If school does not reopen 

as usual, we will need to look 

at alternative work schedules 

Chamber of commerce 
enters school debate

RELATED
• Teachers unions write  

to state leaders: The unions  
representing teachers in Wisconsin’s 
five largest public school districts—
Milwaukee, Madison, Green Bay,  
Kenosha and Racine—sent a letter  
to Gov. Tony Evers and members of his 
administration asking for the state  
to keep schools closed to start the 
2020-21 academic year./2A

Janesville School District seeks  
public input about school facilities

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Walworth County sheriff ’s deputies shot 

an armed Whitewater man who was run-
ning from authorities early Monday morn-
ing in Whitewater, but a news release says 
the man is expected to survive.

The release shared Monday from the 

sheriff ’s office said the 32-year-old man “at 

one point pointed a handgun” at officers 

who were searching for him because they 

suspected he had made threats to and bro-

ken into the home of his ex-wife.

No one else was injured from the shoot-

ing, according to the release.

Police at about 5:36 a.m. Monday were 

searching for the man and saw him in the 

area of the home on Fraternity Lane where 

his ex-wife lives, according to the release.

Walworth County sheriff’s deputies 
shoot armed man who ran from them
Man was threatening ex-wife, 
broke into her home: Police

Employees’ need to find day care would affect businesses

Turn to SHOT on Page 7A

Turn to INPUT on Page 4A
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Vaccine progress
Researchers at Oxford 

University in Great Britain 

say their vaccine candidate 

has been shown to trigger 

an immune response in 

human testing. Page 6B

Something’s 

missing
Brewers outfielder 

Christian Yelich has been 

struggling with strikeouts during  

preseason camp. Page 1B
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