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Elkhorn boys shine 

at WIAA state meet
The Elks’ freestyle relay team 

helped Elkhorn finish in a  

tie for third place overall in  

Friday’s Division 2 swim meet 

at the UW-Natatorium. Page 1B

Payless stores 

to close across US
Discount shoe seller  

Payless is reportedly going 

to close all 2,300 of its  

retail stores and move  

into liquidation. Page 3A

Waivers wane

A nurse at 
the Rock 
County Health 
Department 
fills a syringe 
with flu 
vaccine.
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Rock County school districts 
granting fewer vaccine exceptions

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Stricter policies are reduc-

ing the number of vaccination 

waivers in local school districts, 

officials believe.

The vaccination waiver rate in 

Rock County schools dropped to 6 

percent this year, the lowest since 

the 2012-13 school year, said Dave 

Pluymers, associate health director 

for the Rock County Public Health 

Department.

Waivers in the Janesville School 

District have dropped each of the last 

five school years. This year, the district 

accepted 801 vaccination waivers. In 

2015-16, the district accepted 1,662, 

according to data provided by the 

district. 

The decline is likely because of 

recent efforts by the county health 

department to reduce the number 

of waivers given to parents as a 

convenience, Pluymers said.

Some parents found it eas-

ier to turn in waivers than 

to obtain their children’s 

medical records, 

Pluymers said.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF DARIEN

An energy company’s plan to build 

a 250-megawatt solar farm in the town 

of Darien will be discussed Monday by a 

Walworth County Board committee as 

some debate a similar proposal from the 

same company in Iowa County.

Invenergy, a Chicago company, has been 

negotiating land leases for solar panel ar-

rays in the town of Darien since 2017. A 

spokeswoman said Friday the company has 

secured land agreements in the town and 

surrounding area, but the project remains 

in the “really early stage.”

The Walworth County Board Land 

Conservation Committee will discuss a 

letter from a concerned resident about 

the company’s negotiations. The company 

spokeswoman said an Invenergy represen-

tative will be at the committee’s meeting.

The Walworth County negotiations 

come as some debate a joint proposal 

by Invenergy and two Wisconsin utility 

companies to build a 300-megawatt solar 

farm in Iowa County. That project, which 

Walworth County committee to discuss Darien solar farm plan
IF YOU GO

What: Discussion of Invenergy’s 

planned solar panel arrays in the town 

of Darien at the meeting of the Walworth 

County Land Conservation Committee

When: 2 p.m. Monday

Where:  Walworth County 

Government Center, 100 W. Walworth 

St., Elkhorn

250-megawatt project 
still in ‘really early stage’

By Noah Bierman

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump was 

brushed off by Mexico, outfoxed by 
Democrats and feeling abandoned by 
Republicans.

So on Friday, he declared the na-
tional immigration emergency he 
had been threatening for months, 
casting the fate of his signature 
campaign promise—a wall along the 
southern border—into the hands of a 
court system he acknowledged would 
be unpredictable.

It’s a risky strategy, one that 
drew strong rebukes from fellow 
Republicans. But Trump is betting 
the potential payoff with his politi-
cal base is worth the long-term risks 
to the institution of the presidency 
and the short-term divisions within 
his party.

Yet Trump, explaining that he “was 
a little new to the job” when he came 
to office in 2017, said he felt he had no 
choice now that his other efforts had 
failed over the last two years.

“We’re going to confront the na-
tional security crisis on our south-
ern border,” Trump said in an event 
at the White House Rose Garden in 
which he delivered a long, rambling 
defense of his policies, touching on 
trade, drug control, the economy and 
the border.

“It’s all a big lie, a big con game,” 
he said of his opponents’ arguments 
against border barriers. “Walls work 
100 percent,” he said.

Once he puts the emergency order 
into place, “we will then be sued … we 
will possibly get another bad ruling,” 
he said, reciting a litany of courts in 
a singsong voice. “We’ll end up in the 
Supreme Court,” where, he said, he 
hopes to “get a fair shake.”

The declaration is intended to 
circumvent Congress, which has re-
fused to spend the billions needed to 
deliver a wall he had long insisted 
would be paid for by Mexico.

Administration officials say Trump 
will try to use emergency powers to 
divert money from other projects, 
mostly military construction efforts, 

to build or rebuild as much as 234 

miles of border fences.

The emergency order would free 

an additional $6.6 billion for bar-

rier construction, Mick Mulvaney, 

Trump’s acting chief of staff, told 

reporters.

That potentially would bring to-

tal spending on construction to $8 

billion, including the $1.375 billion 

authorized by Congress in the spend-

ing bill, which passed Congress on 

Thursday and which Trump signed 

Friday afternoon.

Of the total, about $3.6 billion 

would come from the military con-

struction projects. Most of the rest 

would come from an account for proj-

ects to combat drug trafficking.

With the expanded military bud-

get that he pursued, the Pentagon can 

afford to divert some funds to the bor-

der, Trump said. “This is a very, very 

small amount” of the military budget, 

he added.

The administration decided not to 

try the more politically controversial 

step of tapping disaster relief money 

intended to help Texas and Puerto 

Rico, Mulvaney said. Officials also 

abandoned plans that had been con-

sidered earlier to try to take money 

away from California water projects.

Officials declined to specify which 

projects would lose money or suffer 

delays as a result of the decision to 

shift funds, though they insisted the 

Trump declares border emergency,  
testing the limits of presidential authority

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks during 
an event in the Rose Garden at the White 
House in Washington on Friday to de-
clare a national emergency in order to 
build a wall along the southern border. 

Out of the pan, 
into the fire?

Turn to BORDER on Page 9A

Turn to VACCINE  
on Page 5A

Turn to DARIEN on Page 10A
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