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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A-11A
•Wayne G. Benstead
•Betty Louise Engler
•Erin McGarry Engsberg
•Floyd Warner Grothman
•Roger Allen “Slick” 
Johnson

•Scott Perry Jordan
•Carol Ann Montour
•Randy Dale Nelson
•Julie Kaye Plesa
•Laura P. Polzin
•Curtis Primus Sr.

•Arnold “Arnie” Edward 
Quaerna
•Richard “Dick” Seidl
•Lyle Grimes Timm

Cars line up 
to get GM bricks
Thousands of bricks from 
the iconic GM smokestack 
were distributed Saturday . 
Page 3A

The boys of 1989
Members of the Janesville 
Legion team reflect on the 
team’s run to the Legion  
World Series 30 summers 
ago . Page 1B-4B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 67  

A shower or 
t-storm in spots

More on 11A
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By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

F
ifteen years ago,  
Dannie Evans didn’t 
feel empowered as 
an African American 
man working in Rock 

County as a probation officer.
“Fifteen years ago, when you 

were in a meeting, you knew you 
were the African American. You 
didn’t feel that your voice was 
heard. You didn’t feel that you 
had equity,” Evans said.

“I felt that there was a need 
as an African American to stick 

around, to pave the way. Because 
if everybody left, change would 
never happen.”

Today, Evans works as a 
county diversion supervi-
sor trying to keep kids out of 
juvenile detention. And he’s 
one of the biggest advocates 
for recruiting more people of 

color and promoting inclusiv-
ity within the county workforce.

Across Rock County, pub-
lic and private sector organi-
zations are making efforts to 
diversify their staffs to better 
reflect a changing population. 

‘We’re  
here’

Clockwise 
from left:  
Daniel Jackson 
works as  
a dean at  
Marshall Mid-
dle School in 
Janesville; 
Francisca 
Reyna is the 
vice president 
of business 
development 
and education 
at Blackhawk 
Bank in Janes-
ville; Randy 
Terronez is the 
assistant to 
Rock County 
Administrator 
Josh Smith.

Photos by Angela 
Major/amajor@
gazettextra .com

Municipalities, businesses see value in having diverse workforces

JANESVILLE
Twenty-five years ago this month, James 

Arlen Wilson Jr. stood at the altar of Janes-
ville’s Church of Christ.

He wore a white tuxedo with tails, a 
flashy red vest with matching bow tie and a 
nervous smile.

He paced toward the pews where family 
and friends gathered.

Then he straightened his shoulders and 
focused on the back of the church, where 
bridesmaids in shimmering red gowns fell 
in line.

On Aug. 6, 1994, the young man known 

affectionately as Jimmy waited for his 
bride.

Suddenly, his face beamed when he 
locked eyes with Kelly Flood as she glided 
down the aisle in a beaded wedding gown.

Some said this man with Down syn-
drome should not get married. They didn’t 
think he could have a serious relationship.

Together, he and Kelly knew they could 
prove them wrong.

A quarter century later, 49-year-old 
Jimmy and 48-year-old Kelly of Janesville 

Associated Press

NEW YORK
The FBI and the Justice Depart-

ment’s inspector general’s office will 
investigate how Jeffrey Epstein died 
in an apparent suicide Saturday, while 
the probe into sexual abuse allegations 
against the well-connected financier 
remains ongoing, officials said.

Epstein, accused of orchestrating 
a sex-trafficking ring 
and sexually abus-
ing dozens of under-
age girls, had been 
taken off suicide watch 
before he killed him-
self in a New York jail, 
a person familiar with 
the matter said.

Attorney General 
William Barr, in announcing the 
investigation, said he was “appalled” 
to learn of Epstein’s death while in fed-
eral custody.

“Mr. Epstein’s death raises serious 
questions that must be answered,” 
Barr said in a statement.

Epstein was found unresponsive 
in his cell Saturday morning at the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center, 
according to the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. Fire officials received a call at 
6:39 a.m. Saturday that Epstein was in 
cardiac arrest, and he was pronounced 
dead at New York Presbyterian-Lower 

Anniversary couple prove naysayers wrong after 25 years

ANNA  
MARIE LUX
BETWEEN  
THE LINES
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Jimmy Wilson 
holds his wife, 
Kelly, as the 
two sit on the 
couch watch-
ing television 
at their home 
in Janesville.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@

gazettextra .com
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Epstein  
abuse probe 
to continue 

despite death, 
official says

Epstein

Apparent jail suicide 
brings howls of outrage
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