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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A-7A
•Helen E. Ames
•Pete Bouma
•Susan Finnane
•Angela Lynn Hines
•James Edward Isferding
•Keith J. Kuper

•Derek M. Liebelt
•Virginia “Ginny” Monahan 
Kasian
•Marilyn M. Murray
•Janice Neville
•Charlene P. Olson

•Susan Kay Parrish
•Corrine Shaw
•Robert J. Spoden
•William W. Swift
•Margaret Tomaso

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 34 | Low 22  
Chilly with clouds 

breaking
More on 7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Yuliya Kuznets came to the United States 

from her native Belarus in 1999, when she 

was 18.

She was ranked the No. 

10 tennis player in her home 

country, and she wanted to 

play collegiate tennis in the 

United States.

She played for Lewis Uni-

versity in Chicago in 2003-04, 

when she was named player of 

the year in the Great Lakes Val-

ley Conference and finished 

the season ranked 28th nationally, according 

to the university’s website.

While in college, she majored in criminal/

social justice, a fact that was to become ironic.

Fourteen years later, Kuznets was dressed 

in black, with only her eyes showing, as she and 

a partner, with guns in their hands, jumped 

over a pharmacy counter at the Walgreens 

on Janesville’s Milton Avenue, according to a 

criminal complaint filed in Rock County Court 

on Monday.

The time was shortly after 3 a.m. on June 

26.

They ordered the pharmacist to the ground 

and asked where they could find hydrocodone. 

When they asked for more, he gave up his keys, 

and Kuznets opened a cabinet containing the 

drugs, according to the complaint.

They told the pharmacist to lie down, 

and they zip-tied his hands behind his back. 

Then they told him they were sorry and pep-

per-sprayed him, according to the complaint.

The pharmacist told police Kuznets said he 

would have to lie to police about the incident, 

or else he would be “f…… dead,” according to 

the complaint.

After they left, the pharmacist knocked the 

One court  
to another

Kuznets

Former collegiate tennis player 
charged with armed robberies  

in Illinois, Rock County

Turn to ROBBERIES on Page 7A

By Scott Bauer and Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Demonstrators booed outgoing Gov. 

Scott Walker on Tuesday during a Christ-
mas tree-lighting ceremony, a sign of tu-
mult as Republicans in the Legislature 
met to push through measures to gut 
the powers of his Democratic successor.

The Legislature met deep into the 

night Tuesday to pass a series of bills, 

first unveiled Friday, that would weaken 

the governor’s office and transfer pow-

er away from the Democratic attorney 

general-elect and give it to the Legisla-

ture. The Legislature wasn’t expected to 

complete its work until early Wednes-

day morning.

Walker has signaled support, but 

he couldn’t escape anger over the rare 

lame-duck session even during what is 

normally an upbeat holiday tradition.

The governor, wearing a Santa tie, 

appeared unfazed as he flipped the 

switch to light the Christmas tree while 

one protester shouted “Hey Walker! Go 

home!” He left without taking questions 

By Chad Day and Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s 

former national security adviser 

provided so much information to 

the special counsel’s Russia inves-

tigation that prosecutors say he 

shouldn’t do any prison time, ac-

cording to a court filing Tuesday 

that describes Michael Flynn’s 

cooperation as “substantial.”

The filing by special counsel 

Robert Mueller provides the first 

details of Flynn’s assistance in the 

Russia investigation, including 

that he participated in 19 inter-

views with prosecutors and coop-

erated extensively in a separate 

and undisclosed criminal probe.

It was filed two weeks ahead 

of Flynn’s sentencing and just 

over a year after he became the 

first of five Trump associates to 

accept responsibility by pleading 

guilty to lying to the FBI about 

conversations with the Russian 

ambassador.

Though prosecutors withheld 

specific details of Flynn’s cooper-

ation because of ongoing inves-

tigations, their filing nonetheless 

underscores the breadth of in-

formation Mueller has obtained 

from people close to Trump as 

the president increasingly vents 

his anger at the probe—and those 

who cooperate with it.

This week, Trump lashed out 

at his former legal fixer, Michael 

Cohen, saying he is making up 

“stories” to get a reduced prison 

sentence after his latest guilty 

plea to lying to Congress. Trump 

also praised longtime confidante 

Roger Stone for saying he would 

“never testify against Trump,” 

adding in his tweet, “Nice to know 

some people still have ‘guts!’”

It’s unclear if Trump will now 

turn his fury on Flynn, whom 

Trump grew close to during the 

2016 campaign and who has 

drawn the president’s sympathy 

since he came under investigation.

Trump has repeatedly lament-

ed how Flynn’s life has been de-

stroyed by the special counsel’s 

probe. At one point, he tried to 

protect Flynn by asking former 

FBI Director James Comey to 

drop an investigation into his al-

leged false statements, according 

to a memo Comey wrote after the 

February 2017 encounter.

That episode, which Trump 

has denied, is among those under 

scrutiny by Mueller as he probes 

whether the president attempted 

to obstruct the Russia investiga-

tion.

Federal sentencing guidelines 

recommend between zero and 

six months in prison for Flynn, 

leaving open the possibility of 

probation.

Mueller’s office said Flynn’s 

cooperation merits a sentence at 

the bottom end of that range. But 

prosecutors also say the long mil-

itary and government service that 

sets him apart from all the other 

Mueller says Flynn should avoid prison for his cooperation
Former Trump adviser 

offered ‘substantial’ 
information to probe

Associated Press
Special Counsel Robert Mueller 
recommended no prison time for 
President Donald Trump’s former 
national security adviser Michael 
Flynn, above, because of his ‘sub-
stantial’ cooperation with Mueller’s 
investigation into the Trump cam-
paign’s contacts with the Russian 
government.Turn to FLYNN on Page 5A

Top photo: Steve Apps/Wisconsin State Journal via AP Above photo: Mark Hoffman/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via AP
Top: Attendees sit in the gallery listening to a special session of the state Senate on Tuesday at the Capitol in Madison. Above: A 
protester holds a sign during the official Christmas tree lighting ceremony in the Capitol rotunda. Demonstrators booed Gov. Scott 
Walker during the ceremony and at times drowned out with their own singing a high school choir that was singing for the event.

Watching 
and waiting

Market takes a hit
Wall Street opened the week optimistic  

over a supposed truce in the trade 

dispute between the US and China, but 

uncertainty surrounding the deal led to 

big stock losses Tuesday. Page 7B

Rare lame-duck legislative session continues late into Tuesday night

Turn to SESSION on Page 2A
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