
Monday, January 8, 2018 • Our 172nd year • $1

WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
36°/18°

Partly sunny

TUESDAY
36°/30°

Partial sunshine

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Health care report is on tap
The Janesville School District’s health care 

plan is “significantly richer” than the average 
government plan, according to a consultant’s 
report. But the same report showed that plan 
users have fewer prescription and medical 
claims per member than other systems. The 
Janesville School Board will review a report at 
its Tuesday meeting from Cottingham & Butler, 
the district’s health care consulting firm.

Reuter leaves a strong legacy
Mike Reuter took over the Rock County His-

torical Society as executive director in July 2012. 
In that time he has changed its culture. Reuter, 
who announced in December he would be leav-
ing to become executive director of Worldwide 
Foundation at World Council of Credit Unions 
in Madison, has helped more than double the 
historical society’s budget from $200,000 when 
he started to $530,000. Staff has doubled. But 
the historical society will have to find a new 
leader to carry on Reuter’s work.

Jays may upgrade bleachers
The Rock Aqua Jays hope to draw a bigger 

audience and keep spectators safer by replac-
ing decades-old bleachers this summer, but the 
water-ski show team will need the city’s help.
Traxler Park has six 10-row and three 20-row 
bleacher sets on the Rock River. The team wants 
to replace the two oldest 10-row sets with a 
single 20-row set, said Tim Cullen, Rock Aqua 
Jays vice president. The team hopes to raise 
$20,000 by May for the new bleachers. Pending 
city council approval, the city intends to kick in 
up to $45,000 to fully fund the project, said Mag-
gie Darr, management information specialist.

STATE • 2A, 6A

Dairy workforce is changing
America’s dairyland is undergoing a bit of 

a revolution, and it has nothing to do with the 
words on Wisconsin’s license plate or even the 
size of farms. Increasingly, the people caring for 
the cows—monitoring their health and manag-
ing the herd—are women, according to agricul-
ture educators in west-central Wisconsin.

SPORTS • 1B-3B

New Pack GM expected today
Central in the Green Bay Packers’ search for 

a new general manager was whether the fran-
chise would continue Hall of Famer Ron Wolf ’s 
scouting lineage, or break into a new direction. 
Team president/CEO Mark Murphy ultimately 
decided to stick with what has proven to work 
in Green Bay. Sources confirmed Sunday that 
Brian Gutekunst, a longtime scout originally 
hired by Wolf, will replace Ted Thompson as 
the team’s next general manager. The team is 
expected to announce Gutekunst as their next 
general manager today.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

No more insurgents: Trump
President Donald Trump said Saturday he’s 

done campaigning for insurgents challenging 
incumbent Republican members of Congress. 
Trump told reporters after meeting GOP House 
and Senate leaders at Camp David on Saturday 
that he’s planning a robust schedule of cam-
paigning for the 2018 midterm elections and 
that includes involvement in the Republican 
primaries. He’ll campaign for incumbents, he 
said, and “anybody that has my kind of thinking.”
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Sports • 1B

A preview of today’s FBS 
National Championship game 
pitting Alabama against Georgia

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Karl H. Deak/Town of Geneva
•Barbara A. DeRiso/Janesville
•John Jeninga/Delavan
•Barbara K. Moody/Janesville

OBITUARY • 6A
•Frederick L. Kuykendall/Madison

By Glenn Whipp

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES

Last week, the Los Angeles 

County district attorney’s office 

announced that it was reviewing 

five investigations into accusa-

tions of sexual misconduct against 

filmmaker James Toback.

Coincidentally, it was the first 

week in more than three months 

that I hadn’t heard from a woman 

alleging that Toback had harassed 

her—or worse.

Why this is noteworthy requires 

a little back story.

Shortly after accounts of Har-

vey Weinstein’s decades of alleged 

sexual harassment broke in The 

New York Times and The New 

Yorker, a filmmaker friend con-

tacted me, saying he had spoken 

to an actress who had been sim-

ilarly harassed by writer-director 

Toback. I spoke to her the next day, 

but she was afraid to be publicly 

identified. I also contacted five 

women who had named Toback on 

Twitter, using the #MeToo hashtag. 

Within days, I had spoken with 38 

women whose stories we corrobo-

rated, 31 of whom were willing to 

go on the record. (Toback denied 

the allegations.)

Minutes after the investigation 

was published, other women be-

gan emailing and phoning me with 

similar stories, many putting “call 

me No. 39” in the email subject 

line.

Since that initial story ran in 

late October, 357 women have 

contacted me about Toback, shar-

ing stories of the writer-director 

approaching them on the streets 

of Manhattan and Los Angeles, 

on trains and airplanes. In most 

of these accounts, he told them 

that he wanted to cast them in a 

movie, which often led to a range 

of unwanted sexual advances and 

actions. (Toback has also denied 

all the subsequent allegations on 

multiple occasions.)

I’ve spoken with or emailed 

every woman who reached out. 

Most of the 395 women offered 

highly detailed accounts and some 

shared physical evidence—journal 

entries, photographs of plane tick-

ets, receipts, scraps of paper with 

Toback’s writing.

Some were matter-of-fact, some 

were triumphant, some were still 

ashamed, some were angry—and 

many remain so, since many inci-

dents involving Toback, occurring 

over the course of four decades, 

fall outside the statute of limita-

tions. Nearly all of them expressed 

some measure of relief. After years 

of being told to keep quiet, accept 

things as they are (or find a new 

line of work), these women decid-

ed it was time to break their si-

lence, seize control of the narrative 

and let their voices be heard.

And, for many, speaking out 

is just the opening salvo in what 

they hope will be systemic change 

in every workplace, not just the 

entertainment industry.

As  awards  season  gets underway, 

By Christopher Rugaber

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Wall Street sure loves the 
tax bill, even if polls show most 
Americans don’t.

The Dow Jones industrial 
average surged past 25,000 
Thursday, a strong signal of 
investor enthusiasm for Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s $1.5 
trillion tax cut. The milestone 
comes less than a year after the 
Dow topped 20,000.

“We broke a very, very big 
barrier,” Trump said Thursday 
at the White House. “Every 
time you see that number go 
up on Wall Street it means 
jobs, it means success, it means  
401(k)s that are flourishing.”

The Dow jumped an addi-
tional 220 points Friday after 
the government reported that 
employers added 148,000 jobs 
last month and that the un-
employment rate remained a 
low 4.1 percent. Investors cel-
ebrated the modest job gains 
because they made it less likely 
that the Federal Reserve will 
step up its pace of interest rate 
increases. Higher rates can de-
press share prices as some in-
vestors shift money away from 
stocks to bonds.

It’s easy to see why inves-
tors like the tax overhaul: 
Businesses will benefit from 
a steep cut in the corporate 
tax rate. They’ll also be able to 
fully deduct the cost of major 
purchases from their taxable 
income, reducing the amount 
they owe. And companies with 
large stockpiles of cash over-
seas can bring the money back 
to the United States at new, 
lower rates.

All told, Wall Street ana-
lysts estimate the tax pack-
age should boost earnings for 
companies in the Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index by rough-
ly 8 percent this year. That’s 
much more generous than the 
average tax cut of 1.6 percent 
that middle-class families will 
receive, according to the Tax 
Policy Center.

“All else being equal, this 
should go straight to the bot-
tom line,” said David Joy, chief 
market strategist for Ameri-
prise Financial, a financial ser-
vices company based in Min-
neapolis. Improved corporate 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON

For more than a decade, Dan 
Rinehart has been a local dynamo 
when it comes to building apart-
ments and townhouses in Edger-
ton.

The real estate developer relo-
cated his taxidermy business to 
Edgerton around 2001. Then he 
started changing the look and feel 
of the city’s downtown.

His most ambitious move was 
a multi-stage conversion of three 
vacant tobacco warehouses into 
mid-to-upscale apartments. He 
also opened a townhouse on Main 
Street last year and is currently 
building another apartment com-
plex on Lawton Street.

Those five projects have created 
82 new residential units and have 
earned about $1.7 million in city 
incentives. They fit squarely with 
Edgerton’s goal to get more peo-
ple living downtown, which civic 
leaders believe will keep local busi-
nesses healthy.

So it was unusual when 
the council denied Rinehart’s 
$430,000 request last month for 
an eight-unit apartment project 

on Henry Street. 
Rinehart did not 
counter with an-
other offer, and 
the idea died, 
City Administra-
tor Ramona Flan-
igan said.

F l a n i g a n 
couldn’t recall an-
other time when a 
proposed down-

town development fell through 

because the city council rejected an 

incentive request.

Developers and council mem-

bers have certainly negotiated the 

terms of past incentives. Since 

2003, Edgerton has awarded 14 

of those within the borders of a 

downtown tax increment financ-

ing district, which was created 

to draw development downtown, 

Flanigan said.

But the demise of Rinehart’s 

project, which would have cost $1.3 

million total, does not mean the 

Edgerton still believes downtown living, economic success are connected

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
The heart of Edgerton’s downtown is at the intersection of Fulton and Main streets. The city still believes more res-
idential development is key to downtown’s success.

Downtown tax increment
finance district
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EDGERTON

Downtown development projects

Project/location Description City incentive Year completed
1 . Rinehart Taxidermy, 203 S . Main St . Renovation for new business $50,000  2003
2 . Swifthaven, 124 N . Henry St . Assisted living center (50 units) $700,000  2005
3 . 2 W . Fulton St . Renovation for restaurant $20,000  2007
4 . Sara's Health and Fitness, 121 N . Henry St . New fitness center $16,000  2007
5 . Fulton Square, 111 Fulton St . Mixed use residential (26 units) and commercial $978,000  2009
6 . Edgerton Community Outreach, 106 S . Main St . Renovation for food pantry and thrift store * 2010
7 . Tobacco warehouse, 351 W . Fulton St . Residential (26 units) $284,000  2012
8 . Edgerton Teen Center, 204 W . Fulton St . Renovation and one new residential unit $16,634  2012
9 . Tobacco warehouse, 401 W . Fulton St . Residential (12 units) $341,500  2014
10 . Tobacco warehouse, 203 S . Main St . Residential (28 units) $275,000  2016
11 . 12 W . Fulton St . Renovation and one new residential unit ** 2016
12 . 101 N . Henry St . One new residential unit $17,240  2016
13 . 210 S . Main St . Residential (8 units) $475,620  2017
14 . 121 W . Lawton St . Residential (8 units) $293,756  Ongoing

* City donated building        ** City sold building for $1  

395 women have detailed accounts of abuse  
by Hollywood writer/director James Toback

Wall Street 
versus 

Main Street
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