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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 69 | Low 49  

Some rain and  
a thunderstorm

More on 5A

Option to open
Forward Janesville 

unveils framework 

to safely start local 

economies halted 

by COVID-19. Page 3A
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Matt is back
Cambridge native Matt 

Kenseth comes out of 

retirement to compete 

for NASCAR’s Chip  

Ganassi Racing. Page 1B

New rules
The White House on 

Monday released new 

guidelines on COVID-19 

testing and reopening 

businesses. Page 5B

Virus takes toll on city finances
By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

The city of Janesville is pro-

jecting $719,000 of lost revenue 

from various programs between 

March and June because of the 

coronavirus pandemic, Finance 

Director Max Gagin reported to 

the city council Monday night.

Gagin also broke down costs 

incurred through the city’s emer-

gency response to the pandemic.

The city has dedicated  

$874,100 to its pandemic 

response as of Monday.

Of that, $248,100 is for person-

nel, which is already budgeted for 

and not considered an additional 

expense. The city is tracking that 

cost to monitor how employees 

are reallocating their time on 

emergency business rather than 
regular duties, Gagin said.

The city spent $581,300 on a 
pop-up medical surge shelter that 
can provide 50 additional hospi-
tal beds if city hospitals fill up.

The remaining $44,700 has 
gone toward personal protective 
equipment, disinfectants and 
other materials, Gagin said.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s public assis-
tance program could reimburse 
75% of eligible costs incurred. 
The state has agreed to reim-
burse 12.5% of eligible expenses, 

Gagin said.
The city also will receive 

$100,000 from 
the federal Coro-
navirus Aid, 
Relief and Eco-
nomic Security 
Act to support 
the fire and police 
departments.

Gagin said the 
city is projecting 

revenue losses in these catego-
ries:

 �Hotel/motel taxes.
 � Community development 

permit fees.

 � Interest earnings. 

 � Parking fees.

 � Police service charges. 

 � Fire service charges.

 � Recreation fees. 

 � Transit fares.

 � Golf course fees.

The biggest projected loss in 

revenue is anticipated to come 

out of fire service fee collections. 

Gagin expects the city to see a rev-

enue loss of $297,700 between 

March and June.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Dog groomers, upholster-

ers, lawn mower repair shops 
and other nonessential busi-
nesses able to offer contact-
less services can reopen this 
week, the latest loosening 
of Wisconsin’s stay-at-home 
order designed to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
Gov. Tony Evers announced 
Monday.

Evers’ stay-at-home order 
runs until May 26 and has 
kept most nonessential busi-
nesses closed, leading to sky-
rocketing unemployment. 
Evers has been pressured by 
Republicans and the state 
chamber of commerce to 
move more quickly to allow 
businesses to reopen.

Under the latest order, out-
door recreational businesses 
renting out boats, kayaks 
and other recreational vehi-
cles can also reopen start-
ing Wednesday. So too can 
self-service or automatic car 
washes. They all must oper-
ate free from contact with 
customers.

“This order means that 
every business across our 
state can do things like deliv-
eries, mailings, curbside 
pickup and drop-off, and it’s 
an important step in mak-
ing sure that while folks are 
staying safer at home, they 
can also continue to support 
small businesses across our 
state,” Evers said.

Raindrops on pink petals

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
This close-up photo details delicate pink tulip petals covered in water droplets outside the Hed-
berg Public Library in Janesville as it rained throughout much the day Monday. The library, 316 S. 
Main St., also resumed curbside service Monday. Patrons can contact the library and order up to 
10 items for pickup from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Library workers will deliver 
items either to back seats or trunks of vehicles or leave items at the library’s lower double doors 
for walk-up customers. To reserve items, call 608-758-6600 or email curbside@hedbergpublic 
library.org. For more information, visit hedbergpubliclibrary.org.

County jailer 
tests positive 
 for COVID-19

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Rock County correctional officer has 

tested positive for the coronavirus, the sher-

iff ’s office announced Monday.

The officer reported Monday he had tested 

positive, said Chief Deputy Craig Strouse of 

the sheriff ’s office.

The officer was tested 

after having fever over the 

weekend, Strouse said.

“The officer’s symptoms 

are relatively minor at this 

time,” according to a news 

release.

Officials tracked down 

every employee who had 

contact with the jailer in the 

previous five days, and anyone who did was 

told not to report to work and to quarantine 

at home, Strouse said.

Part of the jail staff had been working 

from home on a rotating schedule in order 

to have enough staff to handle this problem, 

SSM Health plans 
to furlough 2,000

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

SSM Health will furlough about 2,000 

employees systemwide, including employ-

ees at its Janesville hospital, SSM Health 

officials said.

The health system has seen its patient vol-

ume cut in half by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

according to a news release.

Kim Sveum, a spokeswoman for SSM 

Health, declined to say how many Janesville 

employees will be furloughed or which jobs 

the furloughed employees hold.

“None of the measures announced today 

will impact delivery of the high-quality, 

compassionate care we provide, and I can 

Strouse

Turn to JAILER on Page 5A

Turn to SSM on Page 5A

Evers lifts 
lockdown 
on some 

businesses

Gagin

Janesville official projects $719,000 revenue loss 
from various programs between March and June

Turn to FINANCES on Page 5A

Turn to REOPEN on Page 5A

 Æ Those that can offer 
contactless services 

get clearance to reopen
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