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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Barbara A. Anderson
•Gordon E. Burki
•Carol J. Casey

•Kayla F. “Sis” Crews
•Kenneth R. Olson
•Lawrence E. Vant

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 42  
Some sun, then 

increasing clouds
More on 9A

Classified . . . . .9B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .7B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . . . . .8B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . 2A, 5A

Support groups . . . .4A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

UW System 

chief to retire
Ray Cross, who has been 

president of the state’s 

university system, will 

retire after five years 

on the job. Page 2A

Rotary Gardens 

fills key position
Michael Jesiolowski was 

named Friday the new 

head of horticulture at 

Rotary Botanical  

Gardens. Page 3A

Astros get first victory
Houston garnered a 4-1 win 

Friday night in Washington 

to cut the Nationals’ advantage 

to two games to one.  The teams 

will face off again today. 

Page 5B
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Milton fans enjoy a WIAA playoff win

By Janet Hook

Los Angeles Times

BLACK RIVER FALLS
It’s more than a year before the 

presidential election, but across 
the state of Wisconsin it could be 
fall 2020.

Dozens of Democratic vol-
unteers were combing neigh-
borhoods to knock on doors in 
La Crosse and Whitewater on a 
recent cloudy fall weekend, while 
volunteers worked phone banks 
in Milwaukee. Republican county 
chairs were being trained in grass-
roots campaigning in Green Bay 
and Haywood. And in Jackson 
County—a rural area that Donald 
Trump won in 2016 after decades 
of Democratic dominance—GOP 
leaders were already working to 
ready the troops.

“Democrats have been doing 
everything they can to discredit 
President Trump,” Doug Rogalla, 
GOP chairman in neighboring 
Monroe County, said at a party 
dinner. “We have to do everything 
we can to re-elect him.”

Most voters across the country 
are not yet giving much thought 
to the 2020 presidential election. 
Those who are paying attention 
are mostly focused on the big field 
of Democrats running for their 
party’s nomination. But in Wis-
consin, a state that strategists on 
both sides think could decide the 
2020 race, the parties are arming 
to the teeth earlier than ever.

“The general election has 
already started here,” said Ben 
Wikler, chairman of the Wiscon-
sin Democratic Party, who said a 
17-person field staff was in place 
and canvassers have already 
knocked on 200,000 doors.

Republicans are holding cam-
paign training sessions for local 
activists several times a week. 
The Trump campaign last sum-
mer named its Wisconsin state 
director, months earlier than is 
typical. Andrew Hitt, chairman of 
the Wisconsin GOP, said he hears 

the same refrain as he travels the 
state.

“It’s crazy, but almost every-
where I went I heard the same 
thing: We are working now like 
it’s the summer of 2020, not the 
summer of 2019.”

The hyper-mobilization here 
is a reminder of a central fact 
about the battle over Trump’s 
re-election: While it will be an 
expensive and emotional contest 
with monumental stakes for the 
country, it might end up being 
fought in a relatively small num-
ber of states.

Most states are so heavily 
skewed toward one party or the 
other that their presidential pref-
erence can be easily predicted 
and their electoral college votes 
taken for granted. Republicans 
don’t expect to contest California 
or New York, for example; Dem-
ocrats have little chance across 
most of the South and the Great 
Plains.

Political analysts in both par-
ties predict fewer than a dozen 
swing states will be seriously con-
tested. Among the most crucial 
are Michigan, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin, which Trump won by 
minuscule margins in 2016.

Of the three, Wisconsin could 
be the hardest for Democrats 
to recapture. Its electorate has 
the highest percentage of white, 
blue-collar voters— who were a 
key source of support for Trump—
and the lowest percentage of non-
white voters, Democrats’ strong 

The 2020 presidential race already 
in full swing across Wisconsin

Janet Hook/Los Angeles Times
Douglas Rogalla, chairman of the Monroe County GOP, says Wisconsin 
Republicans have to do ‘everything we can to re-elect President Trump.’

Ready or not

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The state Department of Justice will 

not open a criminal investigation into how 
Rock County Human Services handled the 
case of a Milton teen who died by suicide.

In a letter to the teen’s father, a represen-
tative from Attorney General Josh Kaul’s 
office said the Department of Justice lacks 
primary jurisdiction to investigate the con-
duct of a social worker in relation to Cole 
Fuller’s death.

Jeff Fuller, Cole’s dad, said he is disgusted 
the state’s highest ranking law enforcement 
official will not take action.

“Disappointed is not the word. Disgusted 
would be the word,” Fuller wrote in an email 
to The Gazette.

“Regardless of party or position, I 
reached out to everyone from the governor’s 
office to the Senate to the Assembly for help. 
I was assured that each branch would be on 

Cole Fuller’s father unhappy 
that Wisconsin won’t pursue  

criminal action in teen’s death

Submitted photo
Cole Fuller, second from right, and his broth-
ers Clayton, left, and Callahan, right, pose for a 
family photo with their dad, Jeff Fuller.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE

The Evansville School District might not have done 

enough to prevent sexual harassment and misconduct 

in the past, Superintendent Jerry Roth admits.

But he says new policies are being developed to 

change that this year.

“We have an obligation to do our 

best,” Roth said. “With recent events 

and the issue of sexual harassment 

being raised in our district, we’ve come 

to understand that though we thought 

we were doing our best, that we have 

room for improvement.”

Concerns about misconduct at the 

high school were raised this summer, 

sparked by a Facebook post about a 

student allegedly behaving inappropriately. The topic 

caused heated discussion on social media, and two 

community forums were held to talk about it.

At a Sept. 19 forum, Roth and other officials explained 

current procedures and suggested improvements, 

which are now being finalized.

The district will schedule legal training for staff 

on gender discrimination and how to identify sexual 

harassment and misconduct, and all middle and high 

school students will attend assemblies on the topic, 

Roth said.

The assemblies will define what sexual harassment 

is and teach students how to report sexual assault or 

harassment.

Superintendent:  
Evansville schools 
harassment policy 

likely to change

Most voters across the country  

are not yet giving much thought 

to the 2020 presidential election. 

... But in Wisconsin, a state that 

strategists on both sides think 

could decide the 2020 race, the 

parties are arming to the teeth 

earlier than ever.

Turn to CAMPAIGN on Page 9A

‘Disgusted’

‘We have room for improvement,’  
he says about misconduct concerns

Roth

Turn to EVANSVILLE on Page 9A

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Milton student Conner Thipphayoth, center, cheers the Milton football team in its WIAA  first-round Division 
2 high school playoff game against La Crosse Central at Milton High School on Friday. The student section 
wore purple in memory of Cole Fuller, a Milton teenager who died in April. Milton won 36-33 to  advance to a 
second-round game Friday against Waunakee. Story on Page 1B.
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