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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 56  
A strong morning 

thunderstorm
More on 9A

8 die in boat fire
A fire on a boat carrying  

scuba divers in California 

results in eight deaths while  

26 others remain  

unaccounted for. Page 9B
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Brewers fall short
Christian Yelich’s homer in 

the ninth forces extra innings, 

but Houston fights back for a 

3-2 win Monday in Milwaukee. 

Page 1B

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

It was a moment that would 

be remembered for genera-

tions.

In 1919, John Zimmerman, 

a New Glarus farmer, bought a 

Model M Samson tractor.

When he brought it home, 

he turned to his son Sylvan, 7, 

and said, “I don’t know how to 

drive it.”

And the boy said: “I can 

drive it.”

So Sylvan climbed into the 

silver-gray metal seat, put the 

tractor in gear and drove.

Over Labor Day weekend, 

John Zimmerman’s grandson, 

Scott Zimmerman, was one 
of thousands of visitors to the 
annual Rock River Thresheree. 
He had a modest request: In 
honor of his grandfather and 
father, he wanted to have his 
photo taken with a Samson.

The Samson, which was this 
year’s featured tractor at the 
thresheree, was manufactured 
in Janesville for part of its his-
tory. The brand also symbol-
izes 100 years of Zimmerman 
family history, all of it rooted in 
southcentral Wisconsin.

It all started with that trac-
tor.

“My grandfather had only 
used horses to farm with,” 
said Scott, who now lives in Gazette file photo

This photo from The Gazette’s archives shows the Samson Model M in pro-
duction at the Janesville plant.

Cultivating memories

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Finding a spot to park in down-

town Janesville has gotten more dif-

ficult in the past two years, according 

to a recent parking study.

But city officials say there is plenty 

of parking to satisfy the needs of 

downtown.

The number of parking stalls 

downtown has stayed steady since 

2017, but occupancy of those spots has 

increased 16%, according to the 2019 

Downtown Parking Study.

Downtown in 2019 has 2,070 park-

ing stalls, nearly the same as the 2,069 

spots in 2017, according to the study.

Of the 2,070 spots, 60% are occu-

pied on an average weekday. That’s up 

from the 2017 occupancy rate of 44%.

There is no preferred occupancy 

rate, said Duane Cherek, planning 

director for the city.

The goal is to meet the needs of 

downtown businesses, visitors and 

workers. Cherek said most needs are 

met now, but ongoing construction 

has created some “hot spots” that 

have caused frustration.

The city studies parking inventory 

and occupancy every two years.

City staffers surveyed downtown 

parking at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Wednes-

day, May 29, and Thursday, May 30. 

Dates and times are chosen to “obtain 

information on the average daily 

occupancy during business hours,” 

according to the study. 

What has changed?
Downtown lost 84 spots in sum-

mer 2018 when the West Milwaukee 

Street parking lot was replaced with 

the Cobblestone Hotel, which opened 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Vehicles are parked in lots along North Parker Drive in Janes-
ville. A recent study by the city shows the number of parking 
stalls downtown has stayed steady since 2017, but occupancy 
of those spots has increased from 44% to 60%.

Tennessee man gets in touch with his family history during Rock River Thresheree

Turn to SAMSON on Page 9A

By Michael Weissenstein  

and Dánica Coto

Associated Press

NASSAU, BAHAMAS

H u r r i c a n e  D o r i a n 

unleashed massive flooding 

across the Bahamas on Mon-

day, pummeling the islands 

with so much wind and water 

that authorities urged people 

to find floatation devices and 

grab hammers to break out of 

their attics if necessary. At least 

five deaths were blamed on the 

storm.

“We are in the midst of a 

historic tragedy,” Prime Min-

ister Hubert Minnis said in 

announcing the fatalities. He 

called the devastation “unprec-

edented and extensive.”

The fearsome Category 

4 storm slowed almost to a 

standstill as it shredded roofs, 

hurled cars and even forced 

rescue crews to take shelter 

until the onslaught passed.

Officials said they received a 

“tremendous” number of calls 

from people in flooded homes. 

A radio station received more 

than 2,000 distress messages, 

including reports of a 5-month-

old baby stranded on a roof and 

a grandmother with six grand-

children who cut a hole in a 

roof to escape rising floodwa-

ters. Other reports involved a 

group of eight children and five 

adults stranded on a highway 

Hurricane 
Dorian 

punishes 
Bahamas

At least 5 people 
reported dead

Scott Zimmerman 
stands next to a 
Samson Model M 
at the Rock River 
Thresheree near 
Edgerton on Sat-
urday. Zimmer-
man’s grandfa-
ther, John Zim-
merman, bought 
a Samson Model 
M in 1919. The 
younger Zimmer-
man, formerly of 
Whitewater now 
living in Tennes-
see, attended this 
year’s event with 
the goal of having 
his picture taken 
with a Samson 
similar to what his 
grandfather once 
owned.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.
com

Turn to PARKING on Page 8A

Study shows fewer spots available downtown, but officials say amount is adequate

Is city parking at a premium?

Turn to DORIAN on Page 9A

•Ronald Alan Hallett
•Flossie Hellen Hanson
•John W. Long
•Yvonne Carolyn Massen

•Bryan A. Nelson
•Mary Alice Repinski
•Jean E. Koval Smith
•Elaine Scott

•Ronald D. Sommervold
•Gary E. Thalacker
•Ronald Weber
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