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Former factory property nearly ready for next chapter

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

The Highway 51 site where 

the Nunn-Bush shoe factory 

once stood looks nearly ready 

for redevelopment, but the prop-

erty’s next chapter hasn’t been 

written yet, an Edgerton official 

said.

The city has not yet reached 

an agreement with any devel-

opers, but multiple people 

have expressed interest in the 

property, and soil testing is mov-

ing along smoothly, City Admin-

istrator Ramona Flanigan said.

“It’s just like many redevel-

opment projects—complicated,” 

she said. “So we continue to 

gather names as we go, and we’re 

hopeful that we will have some-

one interested when we get to 

that (bidding) point.”

Demol i t i on  o f  the 

55,000-square-foot factory at 

407 N. Main St. began in October. 

Constructed in the early 1930s, 

the building was last inhabited 

by landscaping company Green-

Tek in 2009.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The former Nunn-Bush shoe factory property in Edgerton on Feb. 
7. The city has not yet reached an agreement with any develop-
ers, but City Administrator Ramona Flanigan said multiple peo-
ple have expressed interest in the property.

 Æ Interest shown in parcel, 
but no deal made yet

Turn to PROPERTY on Page 7A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Country music performer and Janes-

ville native Zac Matthews could appear on 
national television as early as this week-
end on the new season of ABC’s “Ameri-
can Idol.”

In an interview with The Gazette, sing-
er-guitarist Matthews said he and his fam-
ily waited long hours and endured sev-
eral lengthy, taped background inter-
views with producers and “Idol” host Ryan 
Seacrest at a tryout in early October.

It was after 9 p.m.—after an around-
the-clock wait—when Matthews took the 
stage on the show’s performance set at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum.

Matthews played an original coun-
try song on his acoustic guitar in front of 
the show’s three-judge panel: singer Katy 
Perry, soul pop legend Lionel Richie and 
country star Luke Bryan.

When he finished, the panel was non-
committal, quiet. They asked Matthews to 
try another song, perhaps a cover of a well-
known standard—somebody else’s hit.

Matthews said he pulled out a cover of 
Johnny Cash’s “Folsom Prison Blues” and 
sang while he accompanied the song on 
finger-picked guitar.

“It was the best I ever played that song 
on the guitar,” Matthews, 24, recalled. He 
said the room that held the “Idol” sound 
stage seemed to bounce his music straight 
back at him.

“I felt like I was in a TV cube. I was sick 
to my stomach, really. It was the biggest 
thing I’ve ever done in my life so far,” he 
said. “Like, that’s how it feels the moment 
when you learn right in front of you how 
your future maybe will turn out.”

After Matthews’ Cash cover, Richie 
voted to bring Matthews aboard and put 
him among the select few to compete on 
“American Idol.” But Perry and Bryan said 
“no.” The judges told him he didn’t seem 
ready for Hollywood.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville police are 

investigating the deaths 

of two women early Mon-

day morning as a double 

homicide, possibly the first 

multiple homicide inside 

the city limits in decades, 

Police Chief Dave Moore 

said.

The victims, ages 27 and 

30, were together at about 

2 a.m. at the TA Express 

Janesville Travel Plaza, 

3222 Humes Road/High-

way 14, Moore said at a 

press conference Monday 

afternoon.

The women, who were 

friends, were in the vehicle 

and inside the building for 

10 to 15 minutes, Moore 

said.

Police found them 

shot and on the ground 

on nearby Midvale Drive 

around 3:20 a.m.

“This was a particularly 

violent scene,” Moore said.

Moore said he did not 

know if the person or per-

sons who shot the women 

posed any threat to the 

community. He said peo-

ple always should be aware 

of their surroundings and 

report suspicious activity.

Early Monday morning, 

Lt. Todd Kleisner said the 

public was not in danger.

“This was a targeted 

Local musician 
takes his shot 

on ‘American Idol’

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Light shines on Zac Matthews as he strums 
a guitar at The Bodacious Brew in downtown 
Janesville on Monday. Matthews, a Janes-
ville-area singer and guitarist, recently per-
formed for a panel of celebrity judges for 
the upcoming season of ‘American Idol.’The 
show’s new season debuts Sunday night. 
For a video of Matthews performing, visit 
Gazettextra.com/multimedia.

Turn to IDOL on Page 7A

 Æ Matthews could appear on TV 
when new season kicks off Sunday Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Janesville police use a shovel and rake to investigate the scene where two women were shot and killed near Midvale and Deerfield drives 
early Monday morning.

JANESVILLE

Double homicide location

SOURCE: Google Maps

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

39

90

14

14

Midvale Dr

Gre
enwood

Dr

G
re

en
 V

al
le

y
D

r

N
 W

ri
gh

t R
d

D
ee

rf
ie

ld
D

r

Janesville
Travel Center

A ‘violent scene’

Turn to SHOOTINGS on Page 7A

Janesville police chief says Monday shootings being investigated as double homicide
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